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Section A
(Reading — 20M)

Q.1. Read the passage given below and answer the following questions:

Around 194 million birds and 29 million mammals are thought to be killed each
year on European roads, according to a new study that has ranked the most vulnerable
species. The research has found that the species killed most often were not necessarily the
endangered species. This means action to preserve wildlife when new roads are built risks
being targeted at the wrong species based on current methods. Road densities in Europe are
among the world’s highest, with 50% of the continent within 1.5 km of a paved road or
railway. Roads are therefore a significant threat to wildlife, and evidence shows deaths on
them could even cause some species to disappear completely.

Despite this, the long-term protection of species is not currently considered when
assessing the impact of new roads on wildlife, meaning we risk giving support to only the
endangered species, doing nothing to help those most at risk. A better understanding of
which species are most vulnerable to roads is therefore important if we are to take a more
effective action of protection.

A research team based in Lisbon calculated road-kill rates for 423 bird species and
212 mammal species. They found that small animals with high population densities and
which mature at an early age were most likely to be killed on roads. Nocturnal mammals
and birds with a diet of plants and seeds were also shown to have higher death rates.

The study also used the road-kill surveys to rank the bird and mammal species
whose long-term survival was most threatened by road-kill. The hazel grouse and ground
squirrel were found to be the most at risk of local extinction. Both are common in Europe
but are classified as species of Least Concern Red list of Threatened Species.

The most vulnerable animals classified as threatened by ITUCN were the red-
knobbed coot, Balcan mole and Podolian mole. The study revealed that road-kill hotspots
were not the areas with the highest population of endangered species. For example, house
sparrows had a high road-kill rate (2.7 per km/year) but were ranked 420" of 423 bird
species for vulnerability. Conversely, the hazel grouse had a low predicted road kill-rate
(0.2 per km/yr) but was most vulnerable of all birds studied.
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(i)
1.

Multiple Choice Questions

1x5=5

According to the study, the most frequently killed species on roads are generally:

(a) Endangered species

(b) Large mammals only

(c) Small, high-density population species

(d) Migratory birds only

Which factor increases the likelihood of animals being killed on roads?

(a) Late maturity and low population

(b) Early maturity and high population density

(c) High altitude habitat

(d) Carnivorous diet only

Which statement is TRUE according to the passage?

(a) Endangered species are most frequently killed on roads

(b) Road-kill hotspots match endangered species distribution

(c) Hazel grouse has high vulnerability despite low kill rate

(d) House sparrows are most at risk of extinction

What percentage of Europe is within 1.5 km of a road or railway?

(a) 25%

() 75%

The main aim of the study was to:

(b) 150%

(d) None of these

(a) Increase road construction in Europe

(b) Rank species based on vulnerability to road-kill

(c) Stop migration of animals

(d) Focus only on endangered species protection

2
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(ii) Question and Answer 2x5=10

1.  Why are current conservation efforts considered insufficient according to the
passage?

(iii) Write the Opposites 05x2=1
(1) Survive (i1) Increase

(iv)  Write a Synonyms 05x2=1
(1) Vulnerable (i1) Threatened
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(v)  Grammar Questions 1x3=3

1. Change into passive voice:

“The research team calculated road-kill rates for many species.”

Set-B
(Grammar and Writing — 40M)
Q.2. Change the voice of the following sentences. 1x5=5
1. The chef cooked a delicious meal.
2 She is reading a novel.
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Q.3. ‘A friend in need is a friend indeed.” Does this hold good in all situations? Write in
about 100 words. 10
Or

How 'Vande Mataram' resonates the idea of ‘mata bhiimi: putro’ham prthivya:’
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Q.4. Prepare a poster in not more than 50 words on behalf of the Municipal Authority of
your city advising citizens on ways to save environment. 10
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Q.5. Complete the following passage using prepositions. 1x5=5
When Lakshmi was (1) school, she practised music from Monday
(2) Friday. She involved herself (3) the school
orchestra. She was responsible (4) conducting many programmes.
She was very popular (5) her schoolmates, as she was kind, friendly
and helpful.

Q.6. Add the suffix - 'ence' or ' ance' to change the form of these words. 1x5=5
1. Differ -
2. Disturb -
3. Intelligent  ------------mmmmmmmmme -
4. Allow e
5. Assure  mmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeo

Q.7. Fill in the blanks with modal auxillaries. 1x5=5
1. The candidate's answer five out of ten questions.
2. How you open my bag?
3. Raju finish this work by Monday.
4. I go to school today?
5. I wish you tell me the truth.
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Set-C
(Literature — 40M)
Q.8. Read the stanza given below & answer the following questions: 5

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon,
Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon
For simple sheep; and such are daffodils

With the green world they live in; and clear rills
That for themselves a cooling covert make
Gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake,

Rich with a sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms;

Questions

(a)  Name the poem and the poet. 2
(b)  What makes the mid-forest brake rich ? 2
(c)  What removes the pall from our dark spirits ? 1
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Q.9. Answer the following questions in 25 to 30 words. (Any 5) 2x5=10

a) Who are Agni, Yama, Matarishvan ?

b) How does the word of Dr. Radhakrishnan inspire us?

d) Name the judges of Supreme Court who pronounced the judgement on Vedic
knowledge.
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e) Why had the students not to pay in Guru Shishya system?
f) How had Prospero and his infant daughter, Miranda reached the island?
Q.10. Answer the following questions in 50 to 60 words each. 3x5=15

a)

Why did our ancestor choose to be satisfied with small villages?
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b) Why is Sanskrit the most wonderful language ?

c) How does ‘Vedic’ include the whole path of knowledge from the knower to
the known?

d) Complete the following :
3} Al @: HiRRE| 7l At feean: aitien: 3 & em: |
This mantra Means ..........cooevuiiiiiiiiniiieeeee e
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e) TR I ST TERE: | Tasd Gd G A o]
This MANTIA TNEATIS .. eeveeeee ettt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeee e e ereraeaaaeseaees

Q.11. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words. 5x2=10

a) Write a paragraph of about 120 words on any one of the following topics.

(1) The value of time in student life.  (i1)The importance of tree planting
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b) Identify the Olympic sports from the pictures and describe it.

(1) B
(i1) ?
.
7

(ii1) o
'y

(iv) - U

(v) ®
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