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 “The first objection then against our treating the Veda as an 
historical document is that it is not truly national in its character, does 
not represent the thoughts of the whole of the population of India, but 
only of a small minority, namely Brahmans, and not even of the whole 
class of Brahmans, but only of a small minority of them, namely of the 
professional Priests.” � 
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 “This proto-Vedic religion can be thought of as having been made up 
of two main strands, namely, the religious beliefs and practices of the 
classes in the community and those of the masses. The activity of the 
composition of Mantras relating to both these religious strands, which 
presumably began in Balkh, was continued by the Vedic Aryans during 
their victorious march towards India, and also after they had settled 
down in the land of the seven rivers….they then occupied themselves 

                                                           
 
�  Rosen, Fridericus August (Ed. And Trans.) (1838), Rigveda-Sanhita, Liber Primus, 

Sanskrite at Latine, Wm. H. Allen & co. : London.   
�  Maxmullar, India: What can it teach us?, Munshiram manoharlal, Delhi (Indian), p. 77. 
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was to collect, revise, arrange, and organize their heritage of stray and 
scattered Mantras. It was out of this activity of samhitikarana that the 
two great collections, namely, the Rigveda samhita and the Atharvaveda 
Samhita emerged.” �  
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�  Ranajit Guha defines Subaltern as "The demographic difference between the total 

Indian population and all those whom we have described as the ‘elite’." Guha, Ranajit 
(1982). "On Some Apects of the Historiography of Colonial India". Subaltern Studies. 
pp. 1–8. 
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