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The Veda is an inexhaustible treasure of Universal Knowledge. It is an
eternal lamp for the seekers of truth. All the systems of knowledge and science
exist in seed form in the Veda. “Vastu” or architecture also cannot be
exceptional. Frequent occurrence of the word Vastospati proves the significance
of religious importance of Vastu presided over by the deity Vastospati.
Appeasement of this deity is teleologically sought for a house replete with
prosperity like cows and horses -

“Vastospate pratarano na edhi gayasphano gobhirasvebhirindo”A
- Rg.7.54.2

The same concept is apparently evidenced in adoration of Vastupurusa in
later period of classical Vastu, which is identical with Vedic Vastospati.

The nature of Vedic mythology suggests that there is an inextricable
relation between individual and collective mass: singularity and plurality. We
come across the same tendency in religious facet of Vastu also. As modern
architecture prepares structural outline of a specific residential area and cities
and executes it, the same way Indian system of Vastu also. The only difference
between the two is whereas modern architecture lays emphases on utility and
outward beauty, Indian Vastu system having transcended gross exuberance, is
particular about maintaining religious subtlety. And this trait has directly been
assimilated from the philosophical tenets of the Vedas.

When did the cities come into existence? This question is too complicate to
unravel. A series of speculations is put forward by so many doyen scholars from
time to time, detail of which would transgress the intent of this paper.

Most of the western scholars and their well meaning Indian followers, under
guise of historian, opine that Vedic people were nomadic pastorals and they
were only accustomed to villages of tribal pattern. But the fact is just opposite.
The worlds “Pur” and “Pura” which denote city or town are abundantly used in
the vast corpus of esteemed Vedic literature. For instance -
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"Pura puram samidam hamsyojasa |" — Rg.1.53.7

"O Indra you destroy the cities or forts of the enemies from your city.”
This fact should also be taken into account that there was perhaps no

distinction between fort and city. Fortification was always devised on pattern of
city. The Rgveda refers to fort made of Iron-

"Acchidra sino sahaso........ purbhirayasibhih |" - Rg.1.85.8
In this verse fort of Indra is told to be made of Iron. Apart from this,

Tai.Sam. not only mentions existence of Iron forts but also the forts made of
silver and gold-

"Tesamasuranam tisrah pura asannayasmayyavama'tha rajata‘tha harinr”

— Tai.Sam.6.2.3.1

The concept of Tripura of the demon killed by lord Siva, which occurs in

puranic mythology and very popular among the masses can safely be traced

back in above quoted matra of Taittiriya Recension of the Black Yajurveda. This

word with narrated concept is also found in the Aitareya Brahmana and the
Satapath Brahmana also contains its gistly clue -

"Tisrbhih tripuramevasma etatkaroti. tasmadu haitat puram paramam
ripam yat tripuram, sa vai varsiyasa-varsiyasa chandas a param param
lekhah variyasim karoti tasmat puram para-para variyasim.......... lekha hi
purah/ -Sa.Bra. 6.3.3.25
"By these three, he makes for this Tripura, because of this it is the best form

of city that is Tripura. He by superior and too superior metre makes the lines far
better in ascending order. The lines are the cities." On bases of above quoted
lines of Satapath Brahmana two things can be inferred. First, that the cities
were located in three rows divided by roads, secondly Lekhah can be explained
as drawings also. At first, the cities were planned in drawing form and in
accordance with that brought in their physical entities. Sayanas commentry on
"lekha hi purah™ is a strong evidence to may supposition — "Yato rekhah
puratmika...prakaraparivrtpuratmakatva-muktam.” In Taittiriya Samhita, another
excessively important world 'Mahapur' is used — "Nopsada vai mahapuram
jayanti'." There is hardly any grounding to connect it to a metropolitan city as
outwardly it may seem because population of whole aryavarta in that remote
age might not have been even equal to that of Delhi or Mumbai. Over all, we can

1 Tai.Sam.6.2.3.
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take the term Mahapura standing to denote a big town rather. Occurrence of the
same terminology in Aitarey Brahmana strengthens the concept of large towns
to further extent.

As it is already told that within the forts, the cities were developed during
Vedic days and were usually occupied by royal family and barons. There was
predominance of use of stone in fencing the city to make it intact, impenetrable
and un-afflicted by any possible attack of adversary foes. 'Saradi Pur' amazingly
resembles modern seasonal cities. In modern times Srinagar and Jammu and
during British rule partly Shimla can be exemplified as seasonal cities. It would
be a blunder anachronism and over enthusiastic exaggeration, if we equate
completely modern set up to that of that yore era. But it should also be borne in
mind that even the proponents of evolution theory say that anything in this world
or in the universe is not evolved from absolute zero.

The most famous word of Sanskrit denoting city "Nagara" is witnessed at
first in Taittifiya Aranyaka? followed by some of Brahmanas, which signals
considerable advancement and sophisticated characteristic of a city. Though
historically it might be correct that the cities of later period comprised more
peculiarity, yet occurrence of Tripura and Mahapura as mentioned above cannot
be overlooked and their unhindered appearance in Puranas cannot be relegated
or squarely rejected. If this allusion has some intrinsic value, then it can be
unfalteringly equated to description of Megasthenes of the city of Pataliputra and
description available in the Buddhist text Mahaparinivvanasutta, the R&mayana
and the Mahabharata. The remnants of the ancient city capital of Kausambi
dwelled by Nicaksu, the descendant of Pandavas and brought to culmination of
advancement by Udayana, the descendant of the dynasty of Vatsas epitomizes
the same model.

Astacakra navadvara devanam piarayodhya | A.V.10.2.31

Points to eight circled and nine doored city in metaphoric style.

With reference to the Satapath Brahmana, one gated city can also be
surmised.

Yatha vivrtayam dvari dvara puram prapadyetal (11.1.1.2)
"As on enters the city through open gate or when the gate is open.”
Yatha pihitayam dvaryadvara puram prapitsetal (Ibid 11.1.1.3)

2 Naitamrsim viditva nagaram praviset, Tai.A.1.11.18
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"As someone wants to enter the city, when the gate is closed.”

Here the word Dvar has been declined in the singular number of locative
case.

The mention of Kampilavasini3 in pretty exalted mode indicates much
covetedness of the city of Kampila, which for a long span of time, through the
ages maintained its exquisiteness down to the historical periods of monumental
documents.

Western scholar like Pischel and Geldner relying upon the facts, have also
accepted the existence of town (or town cities) at the time, when our Vedic
culture flourished.

So, by description furnished above we can extricate the fact of familiarity of
Vedic people with cities. Propaganda of west-oriented and obsessed scholars
has over-lived and do not have any substantial importance.

As already mentioned regarding golden cities or towns, the same is
adduced in the Atharvaveda-

"Puro‘jayad danavanam hiranyayih 1" A.V.10.6.10

He conquered the golden forts or city- forts of the demons. Like that of
Danavas, the forts of Dasyu which were their stronghold places of shelther find
exuberant expression-

Atharvano abadhnatatharvana abadhnata
Tairmedino angiraso dasyiinam bibhiduh purastena
Tvama dvisato jahi || A.V. 10.6.20

Atharvans fettered, the followers of Atharvans fettered, emboldened by
them Angirasas destroyed the fort town of Dasyu-

It is assumed that the concept of city or town was absolutely unknown to
Aryan people. Some of the scholars fabricated and forged illicit but outwardly
attracting logic that preoccupants of Aryavarta were having such constructional
setup, which was rampaged by Aryan invaders. They often quote epithet
'Purabhid’ of Indra for gratifications of their fancy. But our eyes meet abundant
references to the fort-figure townships associated with 'devas’ who are not
treated adversaries of Aryans even by western mythologists like MacDonnell
and Hillenbrandt. For instance

Yasyah puro devakriah ksetre yasya vikurvate |

3 Va-Sam.23.18 (Uvata explains this word as Kampile Nagare Vasatiti Kampilavasini)
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Prajapatih prthivim vi§Svagarbhama$samasam ranyam nah karotu ||
AV.121.43

Whose city is built by deities, on the landscape of which many actions are
performed. May Prajapati make the earth teeming up all (entities) pleasant for
our sake in all the quarters.

The mention of 'Pur' in plural number indicates the existence of many a
cities.

Similic and metaphoric exposition of the body as 'Pur' has already been
narrated. Another corresponding verse is being extracted here for
comprehensive apprehension-

Puram devanamamrtam hiranyam abedhe prathamo devo agre |
Tasmai namah dasapracih krnomyanumanyatam trivrdabadhe me ||
AV.5.28.11

"The golden city of the deities is undecaying."

The use of word 'Hiranya' in this mantra has undoubtedly some spirituality
but golden plating or gold-colouredness of the abodes can also be inferred. For
uniform look of the city, golden-colour would have been applied to bedeck the
walls of the houses. There is also slight possibility of applying yellow earth (like
multani) to create golden lustre. In modern times Jaipur can be compared to
such type of city concept in uniformity of colour.

Now, we come to very popular word frequently used for 'city’. That is
'‘Nagara".

This word does not occur in either of the 'Samhita'. This word firstly appears
in Brahmana literature at various places as already mentioned. Prof. P.K.
Acharya has descreted aspect of Pur, Pura and Nagar in following words-The
Purs were mere forts while pura in Tripur and Mahapura was something much
bigger...... Thus Pur might have been Prototype of Pura, the developed city and
Nagar, the full fledge city4.

The derivative word 'Nagarin' having added secondary suffix 'Ini'> to stem
word 'Nagar' furnishing the sense of inhabitant of city, finds occurrence maidenly
in Jai.Braé and its female counterpart Nagarini in the Aitareya Brahmana. This

4 Encyclopaedia of Hindu Architecture, Vol. VII, p. 247
Ata Inithanau, Pa.5.2.115
6 3.7.3.20 (Nagari Janasruteyah Kandaviyah)
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word has been originated from Sanskrit 'Naga' which is also supported by
Wilson. This word comprises a variety of senses like city, palace, mercantile
place’ etc. According to Prof. H.S. Tripathi, this word has its origin in 'Drafij' of
the Avesta, which itself is a counterpart of Verbal root 'Drmh' having meaning 'to
be strong'. The parallel of the Avestan 'Dranj' is Dranga8 used by Kalhaia in his
chronicle poetry 'Rajatarangini' and 'Udraiga'®. If we take this etymology, then its
meaning ‘'stronghold’ becomes crystal transparent. In case of derivation
proposed by Katyayana and also backed by Wilson also suggests the same
meaning in different way. Congregated meaning of (Naga+Ra'%) is 'having
mountains'. Unsurprisingly, cities and strongholds were most often erected on
mountain if it is adjacent or mountain like situation as unridability,
unsurmountability, digging out ditches etc., were created. Superbly sophisticated
technical devices were developed later on as evidenced by the Arthasastra and
other scriptures, elucidation of which would go beyond the limit of intended title.

It is also well known to ingenious elite that there was a great boost in
emergence of cities in the world at the era between 8th Centuries B.C. to 5th
Century B.C. as observed by Santanu Chakravarti-

"The eighth to fifth centuries B.C. saw growth of trade, colonization and the
rise and expansion of cities in many parts of the worlds"!".

This very period is termed great city period (Mahajanapadakala), which
experienced upheaval of Kausambi, Pataliputra etc.

Whatever may be asserted about this notion, but existence of primeval city
setup in Vedic period cannot be demurred. The theory of adversity between
Aryans and inhabitants of Indus valley is now standing on very foible footing and
does not bear any intrinsic significance. When we correlate Vedic references to
later development of city model, a conceivable and palliating chain of interlink is
obtained.

One more thing would be relevant as to what was rampant during that
remote antiquity regarding use of bricks. Most of the observers prone to western

7 The Geographical Dictionary of India Ancient and Early medieval India,
N.N. Bhattacharyya, Introduction, p. 30.
8  Tena Svanamna Bhandesu Drange Sindhuramudrana, Rajataraghgint, 8.2011
9 Udraigap = Puravi$esah, Vyomacaripuram, Sabdakalpadrumah Vol.1,p. 242
10 Nagapamsupandubhyasca, Vaartika on Pa.5.2.107
11 History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization. Vol.XV, part-2, p. 39.
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trend are of the opinion that Vedic Aryans were not familiar with the technique of
baking the bricks'2. D.P. Chattopadhyaya has suggested a new theory that
there is reference of brick in the Satapath Brahmana and Baudhayana-$ulva-
sutra indicates when it speaks of bricks, it means burnt bricks only. But
aquiescing to the western propaganda as beckoned above he suggests that
these bricks for the sake of piling fire altars might have been brought from the
ruins of Harappa, as can be guessed by his observation that the Brahmana and

Sulva acquaintance with burnt bricks could have come from the ruins of the

Harappan cities.

In this context there are two sturdy objections-

1. Those Aryans who could melt ores into purified metals like Gold, Silver,
Glass, Diamond, Copper etc., were ignorant of the technique of baking of
bricks; this notion seems very funny if not ridiculous.

2. Bricks of any ruins are not used for sacred liturgical purpose. These bricks
were given different shapes and diversified nomenclature to produce
desired measurement and shape of fire-alter. Asadha brick is exclusively
made by the spouse of sacrificer. So, supposition of Chattopadhyaya
regarding recycling of bricks cannot be accepted.

It is amazing that basing on defiled and smattering archaeological
evidences and obsessive erroneous dating of ancient Indian literary documents,
most of the historians have fetched conclusion to gratify their whim. So we
should observe cautiousness in accepting such evidences otherwise we are
sure to be laid astray.

As there is a heap pile of literary documents about existence of cities in
Vedic period, we ought to accept this fact honestly. Though, it would not be
digestible for the historians, blindly believing 'Nomadic Pastoral' theory about
Vedic people and accepting wrongly, fetched meaning of the terms of our yore
language, propagated by western conspirators.

Prof. Manoj Kumar Mishra

Head, Deptt of Veda

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (Deemed University)
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

2 |pid, p. 35
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The Rigveda is accepted as the earliest Vedic work. The hymns of this Veda,
because of their high antiquity and some other reasons, are not yet satisfactorily
explained and understood by the scholars. The experts in the subject differ with
each other regarding the aims and objects of the hymns and offer different
interpretations. The mythologists find in the hymns only myths and magic.
There are again some other scholars who venture to explain some of the hymns
from the astronomical or geological point of view. The most notable, however, is
the view of the spiritualists who consider that the Vedic hymns are purely
mystical in nature and if we attempt to explain the stanzas accordingly, the
obscurities and enigmatic character of them will disappear. They strongly cite
the line "ﬁl_‘EIT Tt FaQ FEAME" (RV. IV. 3.16) in this context in support of their
view. The meaning of the line just quoted is — To thee, who knowest all these
secret speeches ("= it TR feraraeT fefat axheATlel St wiafwbaafy: FAwIA
R qaiftr s=ify awTr- Sayana). This, they hold, clearly shows that the
utterances of the Vedic poets are full of hidden meaning. It is also stated in the
Veda that gods are very much fond of that which is indirect and they dislike
anything direct ("SeRMET 9 & 3aT: SEA@RE:-" AB. XIILY). It is on this grounds,
argued that the literal meaning of the Vedic lines is not the only and the true
meaning.

That the Veda can at the same time convey more than one meaning is
corroborated by the texts themselves. They sometimes offer different
interpretation like "g?qﬁéaaq' (this is the theistic meaning), "$TAIHH, (this is
however the spiritual or philosophical meaning).

We also find the support of Yaska on this point, who while explaining the

verse "3aear <A HP“'_?IEI ad WWW' (RV. X. 71.5 — the voice he heard
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yields neither any fruit nor any flower) comments that the meaning of Vedic
sentences are fruits and flowers; the liturgical meaning is flower and the theistic
sense is fruits or the theistic meaning is flower and the spiritual significance is
fruit of the symbolic Vedic tree- " I JUIRSGHIE AR % qaaneArd ar”
(Nirukta. 1.6.4). This here it is clearly admitted that the final goal of the Veda is
spiritualism.

Sayana, the renowned Vedic commentator, also in his interpretation of a
verse of the Rgveda observes that the subsequent stanzas can also be interpreted
in the same way i.e. in the light of spiritualism, but he will desist from doing
that since it swell the volume of the work to an enormous proportion. He,
therefore, proposes to give out the spiritual meanings only where the verses are
not latently but palpably spiritual- "EHOGEIY ARG diSlg T qoid
EEAMERE, TR, A f5eqal 99 g 81 Geui- S1) Ted, eeAfeamise: Fdiaa”
(on Rgveda 1.164.1).

It is generally believed that the Vedic rituals are only magical in nature and
the mantras are only magic formula. The spiritualists, however, contend that
rituals are not magic but highly symbolic in character and aimed at realization
of the supreme self. The Gita says "o FHIReS T FW GREHEA” (IV.33) — each
and every act, O Arjuna, ends up in knowledge. The aim of most of the Vedic
rituals is &F1: or @: which means illumination, bright spot. The Yv. dedicates
itself fully to the task of dissertations on rituals. The white school of this Veda
finally ends in identification of the individual soul with the supreme soul:
"RsEEE qes: QSEARA" (st. 16). This last part of the Samhita is known to us as
ISopanisad or Yajna results in realization of the Self if we take it symbolically.
When the instruments for the attainment of the supreme Reality are external
objects, it is Yaga or ritual and when on the other hand they are internal ones
(i.e. different of the body), the process is called Yoga i.e. restraining the restive
character of mind or final union with the supreme Consciousness. So there is
nothing magical or abominable in the rituals.

The Vedic hymns, according to the spiritualists, are results of highly

spiritual realization and hence it is not easy to understand the profundity of
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them for a person who is bereft or that rare faculty or is averse to accept the
symbolic value of the poems. We have to accept the hymns in the very spirit in
which they flew out from the hearts of the seers. It is not true that high
philosophical thoughts appeared for the first time during the age of the
Upanishad, only in protest against the Vedic cults and thoughts. There exists no
real confrontation between the Samhitas and the Upanisadas. ("feg doag R
agan: Sfafd:"- Muktika Up.1.9). The seers of the Samhitas enjoyed the
presence of the supreme God in every object of nature and so they indulged
frequently in the worship of nature. This is not to be misunderstood as animism,
fetishism and the like (cf. "SR eAYCRIe] FRINTFTRERT'- Br. Sa. IL.5; "AIEMRAE
AT Tk ATHT gl &Ea"- Nir. VIL4.11). The philosophers of the Upanisads on
the other hand mostly favored the unalloyed reality of the Soul and so
volunteered to for ego the immediate aspect of the world. They withdrew
themselves from the exterior world to listen to the voice of silence. The
expressions of the Vedic seers are therefore nor discursive but poetic and
metaphorical in nature, while that of the Upanisadic seers are mostly illustrative
and occasionally argumentative. To understand the hymns we should therefore
pierce thorough the metaphors and bring out the inner meaning.

Sri Aurobinda also accepts the Veda as a work of great esoteric significance.
According to him “The Veda is a book of esoteric symbolic, almost of spiritual
formula, which masks itself as a collection of ritual poems. The inner sense is
psychological, universal, impersonal.... Therefore when we read Sarama by the
path of the Truth discovers the herds, the mind is stopped and baffled by an
unfamiliar language. It has to be translated to us like the phrase about Saraswati
to the European ('Laksmi and Saraswatl refuse to dwell under one roof' -wealth
and learning seldom go together) into a plainer and less figured thought,
'Intuition by the way of the Truth arrives at the hidden illuminations' (On the
Veda- pg. 415, 417).

We should however bear in mind that even if the view of the spiritualists
that all the hymns have symbolic significance is not accepted by us, still the

philosophical importance of the Veda is in no way decreased. We need not
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assume that all the poets of the Vedic age were of equal genius and all of them
composed the hymns with the same purpose in view. The contents of the hymns
differed according to the intentions of the poets concerned. This is also clearly
admitted by Yaska who remarks " ITEIRETRGU AR W (Nir.
VIL.3.20). The Brhad-deveta also agrees with Yaska on this point. The hymns of
the Rv. and Av. can indeed be classified under different heads according to their
contents, such as liturgical dialogue secular, lyrical, philosophical etc.

We need not also unnecessarily drag ourselves into the controversy over
whether the Veda is man-made (‘ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ) or not. It may still be mentioned here
that the Veda in impersonal not in the traditional sense of term, but in a very
restricted sense of bursting forth from the heart of the seers without any
conscious attempt or mechanical device on their part. Bankimchandra
Chattopadhyay, a famous savant of Bengal in the 19th century, observes that he
does not consider any basis in nature (Bankim Racanabali -ed. by. J. C. Bagal-
Vol. II. pg. 792).

In the Veda we frequently find references to various gods like Indra, Agni,
Varuna, Ptsa and others. Does the Veda then preach polytheism?
Bankimchandra thinks that at the earliest stage of the Rv. people worshiped
inanimate objects of nature, but they gradually came to understand that Indra
did not send down rain, Vayu did not blow wind, the sun (Strya) was not
spreading forth light. It was a God behind all such phenomena. So all the
current names were accepted as different appellations of the one and same
Reality.

More acceptable appears to be the view of Maurice Philips on the pluralistic
and monastic reference in the Veda. He remarks “Hence polytheism and ideal
pantheism are two streams which from the earliest times have run parallel in
India. As it was in the Vedic age, so it is now polytheism is the religion of the
thoughtful few” (The Teaching of the Vedas- First Indian edn. Pgs. 72, 73).

Whether each and every Vedic mantra is permeated with great
philosophical thoughts or not is a different question, but there cannot be any

doubt regarding the fact that the history of Indian philosophy starts right from
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the Rgvedic period. The mantras of the Samhitas provided great impetus of the
founders of different philosophical systems in the subsequent ages. Not only the
germs of later philosophical thoughts can be traced to the Samhitas Brahmanas
but the way of expressions in some cases is also strikingly similar or even almost
identical with that of the latter. Let us now take up a few instances and see how
far this is correct.

The first step for any kind of investigation, whether philosophical or
scientific, is query i.e. to raise questions or attempt to solve any question raised.
The Kenopanisad starts with the question "l qafdl St #:, e 0T T Ay
geh:? Helial qrarwl agfed, Jg: Sl & I 4@t gArk: 1" (1.1)- Desired by whom the
mind, pressed into service, proceeds to think? Direct by whom the principal
breath moves to work? Desired by whom men utter words? Who is that God
who yokes eyes and ears to their respective jobs? In the Kathopanisad we see
Nacicetas proceeding or Yama's abode to ask him the most difficult and
embarrassing question, whether any entity of man exists after death of not- "3d
o fafafean qﬂ@, IS A %" (I. 1. 19). In the Prasnopanisad Kabandhi
and five others put forward questions like "Fatl & a1 ST SoE=" (I 3). The
Svetasvatara Upanisad commences with the question " ®RUl gd: & Sl Stam
HA ® T WS (1.1)- What's the final cause? Where from are we born? By whom
we continue to live? What's our last resort? In the Gita Arjuna asks Sri Krsna
several questions of which the most important and fundamental one is "% =t
TSA T, % Wflife @ (L 32)- What purpose of ours can be served,
O Govinda, by the crown, enjoyment and life? In Candi which is a part of
Markandeya Purana King Suratha asks Medhas "&T &1 f& 3t wemrfy 9t wae s
FIGI AU FHEE 24 (I. 60, 61) Who is the that Goddess Mahamaya, the great
illusive one, of whom you are speaking? How does the appear? What are her
functions? In the Tantric scriptures also we find Parvati asking Siva questions
and the latter replying or vice verse.

We should not think that this method of question and answer was evolved
for the first time in the post-Vedic age. The method was rather a continuation
from the Vedic period. In the Rv. a seer poses the question: "®t Ee) I SR,
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Y TR ﬁ'ﬂﬁ" (I. 164.¥)- Who beheld Him as He first sprang forth, the
boneless one supporting all that bony? Another seer asks: "®I 3@l "w ® v,
Fd @IWIH_'I gﬁi 2| ﬁ?ﬂ@:" (Rv. X. 129.6)- Who does truly know? Who in this world
can in full and unambiguous voice tell us, whence was it born and whence has
come forth this creation? In the Av. we find a seer who puts forward the
following question- "% qrfl STRTY T el AIE TR F PR (X. 2.1)- Who has
framed the heels of man? By whom has the flash been fashioned? By whom the
work ankles? What a great similarity we notice here between the Sambhitas and
Up. in thought and language!

In the Kataopanisad and the Gita we find a description of a banian tree, the
root of which lies in upward direction and the branches spread forth
downwards. The tree is here symbolic for this temporary perishable world, the
source of which is rooted in heaven and ramifications found in our everyday
life. We find the same idea already expressed in the description '“Ei‘?l ﬁ]ﬂ‘ﬁl =
TRl e (Rv. X.72.4)- the earth was produced from one whose feet (roots)
are reversed and quarters appeared from the earth.

We are all familiar with the story of Naciketas which is found in the Ka. Up.
The visit of a boy to Yama's abode is already alluded to in the Rv. in the line "§&
R awed I 9g §%ﬂa’" (X. 135.7)- Here is the seat where Yama resides, that
which is called the home of Gods. Waiting for three nights in Yama's house
during his absence and granting of three boons to Nacikatas were also already
narrated in the TB (IIL. 11. 8) before the composition of this Upanisad.

The famous lines of the Br. Up. "&i&dl Al € T4, dHE! A G‘ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ, Hﬁfﬁ"ﬁﬂﬂ
THT" (1.3.28)- Lead me from ephemeral to eternal, darkness to light and death to
immortality- express the eternal craving of the entire mankind. It is however nor
for the first time that such a grand prayer is made. The reader can find similar
prayer leaping out from the lips of Kadyapa Marica in the Rv. Where he says "9
wifaestel AR S wiitan) afte wt 3 e 3% il . 9 A e g
(IX.113.7, 11) O Pavamana, please me in that deathless imperishable world
wherein shines everlasting luster and the heavenly light is placed. Make me

immortal at that place. Maitravaruni Vasistha also prays fervently "R
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AR (Rv. VIL.95.12)- Deliver me from the clutches of death, but not from
immortality.

The Br. Up. states that both the unmaintained and the manifested Brahman
are the same and full of plenitude, the latter flowing out from the former. By
ignoring the apparent self-complete character of the manifested, one can
perceive and attain the real omnipresent unmanifested Reality- "EETQIHE: EETQI'FLEQ
Tﬁ?‘lTﬁ‘{Wﬁl ‘{Eﬁ%’q Ti‘{a‘lﬁl'q ‘{ﬁ"{‘!ﬁlﬂﬁlﬂﬁ " (V.I.1). We find here only an
echo of a verse in the Av. where a seer says "-E'Th‘{ﬁqmﬁl ‘{ﬁ‘{ﬁﬂ f&=ad| 3 aga
fagam gatad g 1 (X.8.29).

In the Taittirlya Up. We are told that one who knows that bliss is attained
through the realization of Brahman, the ever expanding Great, in never shaken
in fare from any quarter "$14 FEAUN fagi A Rl G 11" One may be pleased to
note here that the same idea is expressed in the Av. in the verse "SI HRISHa:
IR T gl A FamFie: | TR g A R Gl e SR gaWE 1 (X.8.44)-
The supreme Soul is untouched by desire, intelligent, immortal, self-born,
contended with Rasa, omnipresent. He who knows that Supreme Soul,
intelligent, undecaying and ever youthful one, in never afraid of death.

We learn from the Upanisads that only Atman existed before this creation

came into existence and the creator (creative principle) entered into the world

after the creation- "STcHT a1 EE{I?ﬁi T AR (AL Up. 1.1.1), "ad 5T a%aamﬁm(’ (T.
Up. 11.6). The Vedic verse "q AT ﬁ’&_l 'ﬁd?ﬂﬁ qég i@ﬂ?ﬂﬂ@?ﬂfﬂm C aldlj@ﬂ
= (Rv. X.81.1)- He who sat down as Hota, the Seer, our Father, offering up
everything existing, entered into all under his control- also expresses the same
thought.

The central thought of the Upanisads is pantheism which is expressed in an
aphoristic style in "o @iead 3@ (Ch. Up. 1I1.14.1) and very nicely and lyrically
in "9 AT 1R sy At fisd R T ity 9 aaefay, o @ AR 1 (Sv. Up.
I1.17)- all this indeed is Brahman. Obeisance, repeated obeisance to that supreme
God who is present in fire, and water, Who has entered info the entire universe,

herbs and large trees. This idea is also foreshadowed in the Av. Where we hear a

seer uttering "HISH TE) Al Ao INTERTE ST T FA FRisen eAIlet =g 6} &5
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FNSETTA 1" (VIL 87.1)- Let our homage be to that Rudra (in the form of) Agni,
who is in fire and water, he who has entered into herbs and plants, to him
fashioned all these worlds.

It has been repeatedly pronounced in the Upanisads that there lies no
difference between the Individual self and the supreme Self, that both are
identical. It has also been said there that Brahman resides in our own heart and
he is to be realized there: '$& HETI%T, 'STIHTHT 5, "R (Br. Up. 1.4.10; I1.5.9;
Ch.Up. VI110.3), &1 S-Fi §23 @fiRE:, '@ A NcARed, '@ a1 W el g
(Ka.Up.11.3.17, Ch.Up.I11.14.3; VIIL.3.3). In the Vak-stikta or Devi-siikta of the Rv.
(X.125) also we see the see the seer completely identified with the supreme Self.
The seer Nabhanedistha Manava also tells us of the same realization when he
says "§ ﬂgﬂ'l SRu | A" (Rv. X.61.19)- these are my gods, I am everything. It is
also striking to note here that Vamadeva Gautama fells the presence of God
everything and even in his heart. He wants to tossed in the honeyed waves of
oceanic Reality- "awg @ e weam, aiiiiftrem, o o gd=aUd s afl 3
»'ﬂT‘EH, ?11{»3111111_1 q‘itﬁl d 3_:&31{ " (Rv. IV.58.11)- the universe depends upon your
power within the sea, core of heart and life. May we attain that honeyed wave of
thin brought at its gathering over the surface of the floods.

The philosophers of ancient India did not stop only at pantheism, but they
also spoke of the transcendental character of the Reality- & Hfeft afe a1 A AR,
T G, dg T IY I [ o A, g IR T ¥ @ 9hEd (Ch.Up. VIL24.1;
VIIL3.5; T.Up. IL6 & Br.Up. IL.3.1), "Rrepames 5§ Foom Thini Rl sF” (Gita X.42).
Even before the appearance of the Upanisads the Rgvedic seers also announced
that this world is only a fragmentary expression of that Reality and most of that
Reality remains outside the manifested world- "& ‘Iﬁ @’E?ﬂ Eﬁﬁdﬁlﬂg _FSH,
roretse fepsat “Icﬂﬁ forarg 31!31_111?1 f&fa" (X.90.1, 3)- On every side pervading the_earth
He fills a space ten fingers (i. e. He is beyond any measurement done with the
ten fingers of the two hands); all creatures are only one-fourth of Him, His
three- fourths eternal life in heaven. These two verses are directly borrowed in
the Sv. Up. and Ch. Up. respectively (IT1.14; IT1.12.6).
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There are several other stanzas in the Upanisads which are directly quoted
from the Sambhitas or taken from some texts with an introductory remark like
'aaag FTERGERA (Mu. Up. 111.2.10; Pr.Up. 1.811; 111.12; IV.IL; VL. 6 etc.). The verses
& g, 'q@ Ol T, o & o AR -(Ka. Up. 11.2.2; Mu.Up. IILLI & Sv.
Up. IV; ibid 1IV.3) and some others are instances of borrowed pieces from the
extant Sambhitas (Rv. IV. 40.5; I. 164.20; Av. X.8.27).

To consider the human body as microcosm i.e. replica of the universe, is an
age-old practice with different religious and philosophical sects in India. In the
remote Rgvedic period we find such verses like 'FE? W T AT (X.16.3)-
May the sun receive your eye, the wind your spirit, W&l HeEl SHIcHIEM:
@SW ........ ' (X.90.3)- The moon arose from His mind, the sun from the eyes.
Indra and Agni were born from His navel; the sky was fashioned from His head.
Earth appeared from His feet and from His ears are regions. This idea was also
taken up later on in the Upanisads and other texts. e.g. "7l Hel: TeeR SfsT, 3ar
o fa @@’ (Mu. Up. I11.2.7)- May all the fifteen parts merge in their respective
sources and all the presiding deities in corresponding gods.

There are certain words in the Samhitas which were gracefully borrowed
by the philosophers of later period in their technical senses of which atman, sat,
a-sat, rat, ksetra, ksetravid and brahman are noteworthy (Rv. X. 32.7; 72.3;
129.1). The most prominent among these is 'brahman' to which we have already
referred above and the philosophical sense of which is clearly traced is the lines
" T Sy, O foe AR AR = TN 4 A FeA, T T, 9g T 7
A (SB. VLILLS; TB. I11.12; GB. V.25; JBU. 1.8.1.10). We also find at least a seer
in the Vedic age who firmly believed that there exists an element in every
individual which defies death as it is not something born "I HAEE:-' (Rv. 1.16.4).
About the monotheism, monism and unity of souls we can quote from the
Sambhitas such lines as "T& &g foom sgan sgfa’ (Rv. 1.164.46)- to what is One the
sages give many a little, "Agg WWW (Rv. VIIL55.1-22)- the great
divinity of the gods is one, '@ a1 5 fY @ G4 (Rv. X.114.5)- Seers shape the sole
entity into many figures, "G G A d§ WH (Rv. X.129.2)- That One
breathed without air by virtue of Its own nature, 9= s adEe (VS. XXXII.
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8)- in whom the diverse universe rests as in a nestle- to show that there was no
dearth of different philosophical speculations during the early Vedic period.

The seers of the Vedic Samhitas realized that the mystery of the supreme
Reality was unfathomable and beyond their comprehension. The seer Trita
Aptya therefore naively admits "HUl R 71 a4 Rl ARk o @ &g fac" (Rv.
X.4.4)- Foolish we are, O wish and free from faults. Agni, you alone know your
own greatness. Dirghatamas also confesses "d: GeaiH A, .. ST fHEF,
fafhgufig o= FAF, g=310 foRM A A (Rv. 1.164.5,6)- an immature I failing to

grasp the mystery by my mind ask the following. I ask the learned as I am
ignorant. I ask the wise only to learn and not as 1 learned only to show my
pedantry. Another seer, Barhaspatya Bharadvaja by name, also submits that he
does not know either the length of the breadth of the texture of creation- " drg
A i I (Rv. VI9.2). In the same vein it is said in an Upanisad "<& 7=
T A 7 R 3 7, oy W g Rikg srdshiRag o o g et 3 T o
R 0" (Ke. Up. 11.2; 1.2; 1.4)- I do not think that I know it well, not that I do
not know it at all and still it is not true that I do know. That Reality is other than
the known and the unknown. This we have heard from our predecessors who
have explained it to us.

A question which now naturally arises in our mind is that if the Samhitas
and the Brahmanas are so rich in spiritual values and philosophical ideas, then
why have certain adverse remarks been made against them in the Upanisads
and the Gita? The probable answer is, those remarks are directed against the
indiscreet and extremistic attitude of some. We should also note that even in
cases of criticism, it is not the Upanisads, but the Veda itself which plays a
leading role. A seer laments in the Rv. that "FE=ISER T S qRF a1 3t
ﬁ-ﬁg:l 'QHEF[aE ﬁu‘l{ﬂﬁT HRsfa 0" (1.164.39)- What purpose he, who does not
know that imperishable and completely non-attached Essence of the mantras in
which all gods are lodged, can serve by merely uttering the letters of the
mantras? Visvakarma Bhauvana, another noted seer, seer also boldly says that
there who move around gossiping with their mind engrossed in ignorance and

uttering mantras only to appease their worldly appetite- "NERUl SFal Siewl ARG
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SFREERA" (Rv. X.82.7). In a Brahmana it has been said that if one performs
any ritual but does not bother to know the essence of Sabitra Cayana (a
particular type of mystic and symbolic arrangement if bricks) only tires his eyes
by the smoke of fire- "SR 39 qrdw: & S = TSt (TB. 11.10.11.12). It is
therefore nothing novel or completely unexpected when we find such line as
"Gl @d SFEl IFEU:" (Mu. Up. 127), "Wuafsanr I (Gita 1145) in the
philosophical treatises. Furthermore, the Gita demonstrates that it reposes its
faith in the Vedas when it says "I FHARISRA" (X.22)- I am the Samaveda of
the Vedas, "de% GNEH, W I IgIadg I8Mg W A (XV.15)- [ am to be known
through all the Vedas; I have instituted the Vedanta and I know the Vedas, "I
dd og T PR sRuii: S| STRuReE 39w a5 ARaE 9@t (XVIL23)-
Reference to Brahman is made in three ways, as the traditional tells; aum, tat,
sat. The Brahmanas, Samhitas and rituals are prescribed to be practiced with
reference to Him only from ancient period, "gg I q9AT qrE Ao
(XVIIL.15)- Rituals, gifts and penances are purifying acts for the intellectuals.
Ritual and Spiritual are not mutually exclusive, but they supplement each other
if the desired harmony is maintained between the two.

Not only in case of the Upanisads, but with regard to the six orthodox
systems of philosophy also we can trace their clues to the Vedic Sambhitas.
Following is a brief discussion on that very point.

One of the six orthodox systems of Indian philosophy is Mimamsa. It goes
without saying that this system is totally dependent on the Veda and dedicates
itself to the task of bringing out the ritualistic significance of some difficult and
debatable Vedic passages. Thus it is concerned with the practical applications of
the mantras for the ordinary householders and the priests employed by them.
Its declared object is to explain dharma and according to it that is dharma which
is enunciated in the Veda- "ﬁmwﬁsﬁ " (I.1.2).

The Brahmastitram of Vadarayana, on the other hand, analyses the Vedic
sentences from the metaphysical point of view. So this system also is based on
the Veda for its findings. From the verse '& ﬁquﬁ-', which has already been

quoted above, to give an example, this work decides that The Individual self
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and Universal self are two different entities and hence if frames the rule
"Refagear' (1.3.7). It is assumed that a man enjoys pleasure and suffers from
pain due to his cumulative deposit of actions of previous births. But as there
was no previous birth in this first appearance in the world why was then he
born and enjoyed or suffered? To this, the work replies that the cycle of birth
and death is without any beginning. The circuit goes on and on and so there
exists every previous birth. But how do you know that? This we can gather from
the verse ’M RIG1 WW&’ (Rv. X.190.3)- of the Veda the creator
created the sun and the moon as in the past. Thus depending on this statement
of the Veda the rule ‘4, ﬁﬁ“ﬂ@{ﬁl%ﬁ, e’ (I.1.36) of the book is framed.
The siitra “F=@Euie T (I1.3.44) also decides from the Rgvedic verse qEIsE s
eI g s ff3 that Java of Individual soul is only a part of Brahman or
Universal Soul. From the third quarter of the third chapter to the third quarter
of the fourth chapter of this work symbolic worship (S of Brahman is
discussed following the Aranyaka parts of the Veda.

If we accept the interpretation of Sayana as a correct one, the germ of
Samkhya philosophy can also be traced to the Samhita. The concerned verse
reads "TEMET gRAT T FE dt fagl SRR SWIm (Rv. X.27.11)- 1, Indra had a
blind daughter. Who else gave her refuse other than me? The purport of the line
is as follows: Prakrti (Nature) remains whit Purusa (Spirit) before the creation.
The former is blind as it is not something conscious. There is none to give her
shelter except the conscious Indra (Purusa) and later on his mere presence helps
Prakrti gradually evolve into mahat and ahamkara and the latter into manas,
five sensory organs, five motor organs and five subtle elements. From the subtle
elements arise five gross elements.

There is another verse which may be shown to contain germ of this system.
The verse runs thus: ”H@Fﬁﬁ AN, BN_‘I@"{ EU| q@’{l TR aﬁ aq Hﬂﬁ
ﬁﬂﬂﬂ'{ﬂl{{ﬂ” I (TA. 1.13.I). The word ‘STdl«’ in the verse is explained as
prakrit, mahat, ahamkara and five subtle elements.

In the verse "§4 frgRUq 1 =@ 9 a1 Y aR a1 9. A RATY: T AT ASH
JRAATI 1" (Rv. X.129.7) a seer says that, from whom this creation came into
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existence whether he held it or not? He, Who is the observer in the highest
heaven, indeed knows it or even He does not know. From this it is clear that the
material cause of the world is quite different from its efficient cause. It is
believed by some that receiving the clue from this verse the school of Samkhya
came to the conclusion that Prakrti is the material cause of the world and the
founder of the VaiSesika system discovered the atoms as the constituent
elements of the world.

The verse "% Rag Tiig RIS R Fawd, Rad R (Rv. X.81.2) asks:
What was the place to stand on? What was it that supported him? How was it?
This verse also shows that an earthen jar cannot be produced without a lump of
clay, similarly this world could not have been created without the help of any
material. This prompted the Nyaya- Vaisesika school to investigation into the
actual cause and the finally established the smamvay1 karana as a type of cause.
To establish the existence of God, the famous Vaidesika scholar Vyomasiva has
quoted the verse ”ﬁ'fdﬂ%ib‘d ﬁ’&?ﬁ'ﬁ@ﬁ, fadiagea fraaed) | Tt wwia ‘J?ﬁ‘!,
AETYRAN S, 29 TH:” Il (Rv. X.81.3) in his work with the remark 'ityagamena
prasiddhah'. This very verse has also been cited by Udyana in his
'Nayakusumarfijali' (V.3). By 'bahu’ he understands dharma and adharma. He
clarifies his point by saying 'd f SFFEEEAg i.e. as by them the daily traction
is made (Vvah = to carry, to transact) or succession of creation continues, they
are called bahu. The word 'patatra’ is explained by him thus — ‘A & TifRliGET.
YRR - the atoms are called 'patatra’ as they always go on moving because
of their vibrant nature (Vpat- to ho, to move). The universe, according to the
Vaisesika school, is produced form unseen virtue and voice and atoms. The
above scholar further observes that there exists no part in the Veda where the
supreme Lord has not been spoken of. In the Purusa Stukta He has been lauded
as creator, as different incarnations or appearances in the Rudra hymn, in the
mandala-brahamanas as sound eternal-turn-Brahman, as existing beyond the
extensive worldly manifestation in the Upanisads as the lord of rituals in he
texts on liturgical applications of the mantras, as physically present in narratives

and as an object of worship everywhere- "7 Te3d & JIT I qERsRT A | o
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e Agen Fowy R T3 TREE USRIy SN R e Suiee
THGETAA TRy FReIEany SYIE@A §aafd” (ibid). The comment of
Kamarila on @& (PM 13.1) also says the same thing- "
TFYEY IR RUTISRRAT: GREGATEIu Sidredt: Tl F=Ielg W — Prakrti,
Purusa, ISvara of atom as cause of creation and destruction — all this is
understood from the 'arthavadas' (statements of secondary import).

To be fair, we should also mention here that that Vadarayana refuses to
accept this views of Samkhya and Yoga on the ground that these stand in
contravention of the statements of the Veda. His observations are recorded in
the rules ‘TS GYSH’, "ToH qFT: Sgw:' ()Br. s 11.1.2, 3) etc. We, however,
should not misunderstand from this comment that these two systems are not
based on the Veda. The difference of opinion lies only regarding the controversy
over the correct interpretations of the passages concerned.

The theory of World-Brahman ($adbabrahmavada) of the grammarians can
also be consider as based on the Vak-Stikta (Rv. X.125) and "9l a%h qREET
G- (Rv. 1.164.45). According to this theory a word is the manifestation of
consciousness. The words are not mere sounds but they have real form which is
subtle and far beyond the range of ordinary perception. The details of this
doctrine can be found in Bhartrhari's Vakyapadiya and Mandanamisra's
Sphotasiddhi. It is also important to note the view of Hopkins in this context
who is not hesitant to remark: “In Greece the conception to Logos being with
Heraclitus, passes on to the Stoics; is adopted by Philo; becomes a prominent
feature of Noe-Platonism are reappears in the gospel of St. John; it is certainly
legitimate to suppose that Heraclitus might have received the idea indirectly, if
not directly, from contemporary Eastern Philosopher.”

The Sambhitas and Brahmanas also inform us of the existence of different
religious sects and their mystical practices and peculiar way of line. A Samhita
of the Black Yajurveda tells us about the Yatis that their heads are like a date-
palm tree i.e. their hair forms several bunches and stands erect- “dst T Tl
£ ﬂﬂlﬂﬁt{:” (MS. I. 10.12). About the munis it is said that they wear brown
and dirty cloth and run after the wind (Rv. X.13.6- it is known as Muni- Stikta).
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Some of them hold a girdle of wind around their loin i.e. they moved nakedly.
They are godly persons and Indra is their comrade (Rv. VIL74.1- AT Rv.
VIIL.17.14). Tandya Br. makes mentions of a place called muni-marana (XIV.4.7).
We are not sure whether it was a sacred site where the sages voluntarily laid
down their lives through yoga. It still very much reminds us of the lines of the
great poet Kalidasa: AR agedaifl and 'dt Heaggt AIH, TR (Raghu. L8;
XIIL.45).

In the verse "STS TENI Al R STAGAT| et fRvoa: Fm: it sAfasmga: 0"
(Av. X.2.31) one may be surprised to find an expression of Tantric idea and
Yogic cult. The literal meaning of the mantras is follows- The fort of gods has
eight circles and nine portals and is impregnable. It contains a golden treasure-
chest which is divine and encircled by light. By the eight circles we have to
understand here the eight nerve-centers in the body which are in Tantric
parlance known as Kundalini, svadhisthana, manipadma, anahata, visuddha,
laland, ajna and parama of niralamba-puri. The nine doors are the orifices in the
body: two ears, eyes, nostrils, mouth, penis and anus.

A scholarly Bengali Vaisnavita of the present age, who is unfortunately no
longer alive, found in the Veda trances of five types of divine erotic sentiments,
namely, Santa (tranquility), Dasya (servility), Sakhya (friendly love), and
Madhurya (sweet-heart love) Rati. To prove his point he cited the following
instances from the Rgveda (i) "€ : e @Sﬁi{lﬂ?ﬂqﬁl T A T " (1.1.9)-
Agni be to us easy of approach as a father to his son. Abide with us for our
welfare. (ii) "SR g A Hicgy TR T ‘*@QSHFT:" (VIL.86.7)- Like a servant may
I do service to the bounteous; serve, free from him, the for inclined to anger.
(iii) " TG, ST @R A" (IV.1.3)- Do you, O friend, turn him here who is
our friend or O friend, closely embrace me like a friend, also "& FENﬁ gt
q@ . (iv) "d EEH el Fesfaa” (II.1.9)- You are a son to him who duty worship
you. (v) The hymn of Atri's daughter (VII.91) wherein we find Apala offering
some chewed by herself. These are respectively the examples of the aforesaid

five sentiments.
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The said scholar also pointed out to us the existence to nine types of
devotion the Veda. "siiqeat Heaeat feifeeameraea: ", "4t ofd sifed o aqii (X.125.4) "o/
am g Faea” (1.156.3), &' (X.106.9), 'Béid q€T g3 o fafer (VI1.29.3), "afed @t
TR ST e, AR (1.10.1), "IwSeed aed a3 (1.174.2), "W Al 31 QAT 9l
Qg T (II1.18.2) are, according to him, the respective examples of listening &
contemplating (Sravana, manana), chanting (Kirtana), calling to memory
(Smarana), falling at feet (pada-sevana), worshipping (Arcana), giving physical
pleasure (vandana), friendly behaviour (sakhya) and self strrender (atma-
nivedana).

It is clear from our above discussion that the Samhitas and the Brahmanas
are not merely collections of some magical utterances and dissertations on
magical rites. There do exist in them at least some philosophical thoughts which
were later on taken up seriously and development into separate systems of
philosophies. The ideas and thoughts which were vaguely conceived and
expressed in the early Vedic age by different seers gradually assumed more
distinct forms in the later period. This is a process which is observed in every
field of knowledge. Coming thoughts and events their shadows beforehand,

however that may be.
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