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s | % 1 TraH SuSe | 81 GER & Yd® JRaqeRie 931
it wifer wer oft fertea IRt &l Tt B < depa W i g |fers qwm §
gq fafera qREaHi @ Wi % &t it a1 onfe wafed & © B T5EeT | d -
ferereh & Tl AT 1 AT JIHT I ST GIgeT H1 | & Hoa & &9 § EHR
o T ST g % f5T SRR 31 root A A HIST H S 214 radices MIST
¥ AT % TG T 1 IR &1 ST T e H Eehd A g %
T H R 1 Al WHHR 6 I g, R g T F e o & €9 H sk
2| T8 A%4 GEhd a1 S TSI AT % JoeIcne S1ege & ¥ &8 &1 g 8|

Afee W1 | WTg F W F 0 o< % €9 H @ER 6 @ 2| s § 9o
Teq F1 A ol TR 2, Rt Sar urg & ¥ a9 2een ® wh I fge e A
Roots, verb forms and their Primary Derivatives® 3l9% & Y BRISSED H
e Efecd H T g AIgei & FRaresl qun uig & |G Teq) 1 dhe R au
I dfek aTfec § SRk &Gi 1 W o 39 T @ wigell o el & d%ad #
T€ 9UH HEqUl SO @Il G, 2wy H IS SIGEW oge | iEe den
UM GO0 & @i arqael | uféd 9rgei & concordance of Sanskrit
Dhatupathas w¥® T H s 6|

T 22’4 § RTRY sag Bl & qite aiqare aHen amE oet | @i
IIqUTS! % GIgel F Ol Aed TR F9 T THSH [T a9 a7g g & SUS
TR, 3w o Sifhs arieca H S &1 a9 I1ies, Tahd 9 et § srafosa &9t 1 o
s TRl

Whitney , W.D - Roots, Verb Forms and their Primary Derivatives, Moti lal
Banarsi Das, 1963 Edition 1885)

* TPalsule, G.B. - A Concordance of Sanskrit Dhatupathas, Pune 1955
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T, 2eor | HiferR fafsgra A U9 9 Siclos & G2 deden Hi F1 901 STERT
FA GO T EFA-ST FR qAR R, R TeE o F afE e § o
Sifeheh HIEcT o % &Y 1 AR ehosel o T 21|

ATSThes T TH H1ET G §Fe FHlcs 9 2 T A1 & THATiqd a1 TeRTaTd e,
ST & An Enclopaedic Dictionary of Sanskrit on Histroical Principles &
I § Sfeh a° Sifeheh Wi A TR i ISR Hl I FT T Ui w4
& foan 7 81 g 9@ R % 36 WS & SRR gu |

TEqd @A | dfew @i § ugeh uigel w1 Sreagiiers e segd R
T I9E &l § AT e § oG |Ig 9 icdel- el qiE &1 T80 &
Stk T Qe @ Gadt wrel | ft uig 9 arad % e el % 8w &
ST foRET T B1 T T O QAR MR T % w6 g & o
e fean 7 21 o1 #1 gft & fou dipa A % g oeei & i sroraa R s
2\ Il % wid ary | £ U I, oty e seeli | ererfe e & arget st
TeG] FT Hhe HAT TN & I 8 TS N Igd &l A1 @ AE arge F
FIIREA T R Fd g Ao &9 & qH HIgei H1 O qUg H T H I
TG AT TR B | S el VSISl ATV OFl i O g6g § foran s ® gl R
VHI VT VT VORI TE TR H AN VTG, /I TV IAE Fl T g H
@1 T |

fea F AR AT AR § FgE S Wil # @6 $4S oo 3| AR
TR QOT T TIOR3 TN % g Shicsd STgqaral § qiéd wrqei
F1 F& G& oW, dl Tg SR joo &l TedS g HHlad Fiehred H argel &
fafenamoTt # ufsd &9, WA T Sieie, Hif-eR [Hisara g e g Gafed aget &
T T &I T fo I B Tat Sehfod SEpd uig 66 | 3w ¥| I T &9
TqRTEd: TSR el | w& 7 wE oEe 8 S o ® g & fafa €9 ) g
e H g wrgel 0 S 3 @ S O faers & W ERT I urg e

Monier Williams - Sanskrit English Distionary Moti Lal Banarasi Das, New
Edition 1976 (I Edition 1889)

Ghatge, A.M. - An Encyclopaedic Distionary of Sanskrit on Historical
Principles v ol, poone 1976-78
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Al J A F SwE R TR @ qun fea foan | gen 22 o R et o
qRaaHl ®i fel fid S § ffsia w6 o &6 81 & &) % A oA
T ARG 2T 1 SR | o1 qRed % SN0l Fi ST Hie I &
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M @i TER F AE R FAEH F IGENU T | FAE A “AMSH WG
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Buck, C.D. - A Distionary of Selected Synonyms in the Principal Indo
European Languages, Chicago -1949

Ullmann, Stephan - Samantics- An Introduction to the Science of Meaning
oxford, 1962 p. 200.
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ST VIR ST qT AR AT STl & &R0 Saaniad 319 foemm i
Sl 1 TR &1 1 A Tifecd § s aigell % o1l | @6hd aificd § 9gwh o
H T o T 3T T fawng o foan # gon; gaw aRumsi i feefofad s |
i {oha 11 STl &

?. Td> Id R, IWd >

3. 9E > RN g, (ORI > |\

¥, IFEEER g IIEHR

o, TR ¢. I >TA

Q. T > I g0, FAWN > THIT

ge. THET > GEwl 2=, FeRamaTi > qRuTHE
23, SFET! > HEaT 2%, FRaTET > FiSaTl

od > d — qd 4 IR g8 99 9 4 8, e difas @&y @ qon
TRANM &1 S o @ T8 a6 IRE &, {5 Wi 1 i @y we F € i
FAS FTAAHE A ST S k| HERd aigell § 36 RN & AUIREdH agd AR
de § gu, Sl dfe® aicd @ Sfhh @iecd § fd Ard (el a9 gade @
I HT TE0T F (5T 3 il & AR StdaRade ar o fean st awar 21
g, FU I B Y H G S U WG B Y FUH G ARG g *kuep Al
Kaiep &, fe1 919 aTee Wil & HagER Bardt 3 g, Frar qn S o o
¥ AT Ak H g v F9 % &4 B 3@ A GaT1 Foud1 € ok 98t /F9 F el gedt
1 Hi{cw G a1 Gadi 1 R g 81| Sveg H Hod <l Fi GG G 8§ —
“IqEd YRS IR ® § She-wrl | 36 Y AFSITed o §1 Sy |
 SFAREATTOT BT H SEY-TSA & STgAR F&t Fae € ST & Hepmafd |

FIIG  TIH HUES H & “IEIE e JIIaH dd §ad aud g |
A A F 9 o R,

B omEg Y/ v/
¥ dg 20 /¥8/¢

~ §0 ~



A et & et e

S Wi T 9 TEATe % o | goA oY fen B gya-sikan
“2I1: FeAfeq” qA “af Fadg aga” M H W v TR FW IS, o1, Il
I 19 B, Sl W g 21 & | 2

G, “AFE FAEE " H G v $9 8 e Furag § R € ot
F6 &1 1 W SR &Il 81 TERIRd R TAE0 8 $9 % 5@l | wifd 29 3
&1 o1 ST 81 g § v Y H 1 Fiterd S e B

IR ST | &6 4 Sl 319 o1 E1d 8| ZAR A F9.% R a1 Hit
& il @t fau ¥ SR v FU B T T *sqeu @ SIST 1 S FAMI F TGRT
5T, HiGT q il & @1t § fesan 21 o1, %S, FA1. FIA, 3. Fiuan, & Foe,
. Ferteran wndt ifera €1 et H 2
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W 3pdt o gued 21

J s I 3 AEUEL A S ST, TR0 FHIA1 991 SR F (61 &1 foreal 4 =
A Ioq= FAT A A1 B1 v | A e R A it A qRsrees 1 arqael 3
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* gyqdmdr, 2/33/¢
“ 3feEdd, R0/ 2%0/¢
Ay, /¢’
¥ RIS, R /4¢

~§Q ~



“gfar Heatig 2a-qie

J &Y *kuet(h) 1 TENT & GEUUH SRS § IqSG & & adn e |
TR 7Y JAST o | rquet | e g A et 8 aifdd B, SefE 29 uig &
TR 21 1 @ W1 8| 26 | TR S A Y FY IIqUiet | g e §
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FIefd, F I FF 9 Igd 7 T | ARG A FRE F1 o1l G aon V&Y
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Hl ST, FTE F1 FLA F G031 AT, g, ST 3T A0t F g &1 <1efelerg (9/3/2)
T 2t FHE, ST 2T St § 29 T SN | aIgeel § 98 urg “dge e §
aidd &1 g6 % |y g O wEe o H aiquiel § aied 81 few o St
A H g W 34, Bl 19 %l 5901 FiGA @ @ISt 0 & 379 8 owh &1 ) arge
| |wg urq Ve B, e o1l arquel | “fead Jemeeae =7 o e 2 gad
foama =1el, 7 o 1 GRS & aen J fRd @ et e, Fafeas amg 3t o
& 1 T &1 FfhcE F1 9% ®E R B a9 Wi BT e @l el §
f%lf-?hcﬁch-aﬁmafiﬁrﬁa-‘lﬁﬁél T g T fereaf «/ﬁgﬁﬁaﬁéamDoctor
Teg, FI ol fome® 90 a1e g | €8 8| Sad: 36 uig & i § 9 Wie FeEn
1 =G4 o1, TR i aegel w1 = gan el foate ord sl gaml 38 v @
39 |1q %1 319 31d & qd e § gRafdd ga

J s o ot wae § e S & 2 - elisieee Tty S, “al
ORI fofeas 7, et gl SR ITRsaRET— fafeaem: 73 i o=
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J T ek 30 @ AR 20 § ol 9RaaH 1 I &1 98 |1g e |
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Ffaer: TR ™ s T, 9 e o KR g w R 3w
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| T B FH Y TR FIA-TI F AG H VG H @9 9 a9 & o H AR
UREAE, TS I SATEG Y | S FE, GG, Y T F hS1 |,V deg § AT
Y | SH A, Y JE H dled d ®SE AT, VS F oA, IR I3 &
M IS F] H ged AU [Nl F1 Wehal, v T2 F1 91 G ST T8 FT,
J & 1 Hifclh A @ R ST, LR s w0E | 2 o aun Y e
mﬁwmaw%nmawmnwaammal

TRafg FSET, q= ‘gaE FEAT aanvﬁﬁaa@ﬂqﬁm@ﬂ%l T TER

N oo

A 18 e, forarn & i smiar o1 § sey &1 o Ritd gam

JTE e QiR § VI F &9 H 91 SihE ARA H VT % &9 H e
2| 9% % AN GSd: T8 g ‘819 @ B v e H o, 0Gg 91¢ § I |ig & 9
qefl, FieT M Teg IUEE § oM S| g H ‘ORSIE A Jqg . qun “Fk Rasi
T SOR” % | @i, ‘ghe onfe ol | faar 21 swvag § /oW i 56t ot |
fosa & T 1 5EI edaE § agarad @ 9°1 T i Fel-FEl Hadl 8| rHead | &l
“gt A Tfe=q TET: 7 qn & =l 9'T: Al T g™ H Ug a9 <=1 d
Tk G FIE G UG H g ASH F TG FT GO FAT IR Ghd s 2
FISTR H TG % SR AT % T i BT Tl AR Tiosd 21 I8 foh ‘TE0r “aree
TE-TEW % (5T EE & T AN FHR § G * 5 3 G T 9gh e
S| T | T 758 ST W a1l § faemid gen v sEnT oreEag (v/3s/2
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AT T Tt FA FT G H I 8| TR &9 | wHed argei # gy ot | & Edt
2| Ffosgr = ¥ U FTA F TG 15 [gTl Fi G Tqul FT ICE el A &
- A Toed T Fergfe: TR AU (2/20) | TiaT % STRI-UGET F 3 I Y
F1 qEN = ST 81 T FOWR H PR 7ee ot @ ghg & o & 7, Wy
S, T U2t @ g F (50 agd £ S a9 SEH! Wi Y F Ty TS
g F 50 720 & S| LR | Sifhek el § 9 Y & [0, s,
=3, ITES, THRGN, TgUN, TR, quareHT, feam, ke, g, SRR,
femram @, e, a9 HioTH, e, F[edT 3T o o1 U )| 36 TR w0s
% TR T O A O TR I THE a1 G 5T TG & &

Wﬂmﬂwaﬁﬁ‘ﬂ‘{qﬁwwqﬁﬁlﬁ%—aﬂ.ﬂ.duftend,@.
duftende-giTedd, &. fumus (g37) 3 dauns (717

T TR Y9 @ G gl 1 SIS, auT 318 § i WA wrerei & g9
1 Gd i Tt o1l fereRfaa & s

JVH TS H T FAT, T FAT, TRl 3 o5 Iouet e A 3T e, et
gk Gl 8| “ATTHYAR S (3/4/3) d91 “THfaeg R (¢/R /%) H 3931
FAT e § T FT N | HEMRA B ST T IR F, G F o1 | St
| AEU WA g AR ogd 997 (Ro/2w) G ITE BA-T H FHd
F, G 9 IR w0 & o1d | 98 |Ig UgRh gelll TRl - “SRdnenn i
HETA (R/32) AT ISTEXTN H 3 SRR, Sl e el § ¥t ok s &; T

“ Cognates of Pooja(Adyar library Bulletin, Madras, 25, 1961, pp. 1-12
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A et & et e

N 1 G Tisd 31 AShd FAT €l & 2| ASHA T Ao 9] & o Tl
AT TS T IR0 81 g6 SERR Y ¥ T 3901 Al &9 HaE o § FEd
A1 98 THIE! 1 fSeRia &1 I

J e F9g § gfesd 1, AT &1, I Ml el & 99 21 Sifehes @iiecd
& 7% wTg GE, Hd S, Sfew &1, e €, Hg S, ST &, STl A, Y
EIell, T ST, SEehI], {9 &iel oS o1l § fosa 8, g Rt aenn o amgfer
TR Aied § g g | T w9 Hiew o aeg R o | fred E- 4.
el Hig-SW, . Hie, iEl-#E, STEls au1 G8i, Hotls, Hig!, I, f.aeE, g
T &

Hig T3 1 ‘BE A AERE N, e & A, G, ¥\ A et | fomiaa
TUE | TEH NI R T T BNl € Flifeh WA 221 8 Hig 1id g 7
F1 I T I T 1 8, T g S qgret it g § e i € aen
|G gai qo freg-aremel 1 gt % o saeiies & 21 56 $Ru 2 8 O
F T, I A Tea] A AR a1 T 31 26 TR Hra-fa, WE-aed, afd-
Tl ST &l STl % Uil §E 9 STERE HI HIE FaT 91 8| SSTIE-Hia | Hig i R
ST T HiE: SISl & T8 81 I (<3R) S | SRSt
gl TR Ga-diar § afid & SRR i qo1 F1 ez 6 s 81 qerga § -am
9 fyan 7o TRl A e AEE 9d. @ HiE 3 #idd” FEw RIWE HE &
eI WA, B 9 SATE(E A F Wid Tq@ a9l o HRO &1 He-TE~d & Hae
g A ElE % Wi &1 GiE 2g @ SR R ST & 56 SRR @1 e
AR T TS & IHH T ST (R 3 UH Tl ST Hled ST

THE > T — Pl a6 9aT (R % T W el W % e A aTe
v Wil & @ O WiE AT g T 9 Jgd WiE-AETd @ G ae, WiE
1T AT 1 ST FA ST &1 36 TR % TRAT Hl T SIuit H T A Gl 21

ECTE 0 9 29 @ g 8| 399! AT 39 TR @ i S @l 2 R g
F 1 TRUTH ZTEA T AR BT & a1 SRR T A & % Rt 7 g6 &

AL

T I Y &1 W AT F I SR &1 Sl 21 S5 a1 Y 39 WaneH Jeid

* Encyclopaedia of Indian Philosophy Pt I1I p. 625
" gSgIRE g 545
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wfedr § Iue Eid & - “dl S e (R/3/4)| Rrerasigdl # 56 g &
“gTa ST oMY IS Sy 31 REMSad (¢/38) # i 38 uig #1368
ST ST £l 21 39 % G O veg | S T % o1 H g & 991 96
&Y TRUTTH STH FEAT, TE0T FAT 11 § I &l & |

J 38 (*uek THF) FAE H BIE-BIE! G Fl ST ek, ST FAT 2l At
G o &l 8| "STEH] SAYIHEHIO (/%R /%), “Hl Al HElHd | Al endh @ |
I |1 A IR (2/229/'S) TN TF T W vdd § & FH1 2 "Hfed Tl
ft ot &1 B - “d &1 T Feferg T 38 diaT IuEe YE(8/6R/9) |
ﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂqWﬁﬁ‘ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬂukan—%,-'-Eﬁ,
&9, uisg/ uisge-ae| IW & IfTh WA AN H I T ITAI, TN FLAT,
T SMfY &9 e E

J 381 @ rerg foer wag § £ 9T S & q™1 SEH Y IO, Sel, FRhane
2 2| WIqUel § g9 Wid 1 916 Hid 8 3 | B swdq - “aeEdl &g
AR RIHEl HENEET Ieq Jei:” (20/8%/9) § 98] A fororet ‘gl &1 a1l ‘2w’
A S-SRI & “Hd EIH GAuT: JATHT et FRae Teqont« agt:” (3/33/5) H a8
AHT A e F g o At GO S g (3/33/1R) § AR
ferfosama 3 SIER ‘S 1 FRARr @1l | g B

IUgE @Y IR H JIe W H A, A9, fFewE & qw 9y W G,
TiwRT &, GRNE BT TG €| gl uIg Fmag H Wied & a9 el &
framarit > qRumHar foan § e TR S 21 RifE g & 9o ghg
GG

JF9 *kuels TS H S I WG], &S TSI TS 3 H 5w & - “Zfd GHY
faftye ==t T Wawagal e (w/¢x /) aun “fefa | 7= qall 3Ht ST=aiHTa”
(20/22%/22) | S1UEaE (2R//28) H 'FHY A UG TH T F 319 § A1 2| Sk
e § I8 9Tq Wial, SHES FAT, G F A AT TS FAT, THA FLAT TS
T, el @ O anTfe el § oe & 2
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A et & et e

T % AR 3 Tl T, Rt 319 S G o1 A1 I o areren gl % |
FH FAT A TS g T T Wi, WAl Fl e AT H 1 7 Ik Sl e 8- F
AT, T931 FEAT T IH FAT, @A, TN FEAT AL Hodae, 4= 36 TH/R Sl
FAT oA 1 GRUTH @A | ST o1 e 21 e ¥t aeq ST, ore e <rei &
J L HT TET G, T 1 & F9HT S N Tl A W Tl @ FLFHI, &S
TS F AT I ST A el § o1 31 ¥t fisd B

Tl TR ool @ afew ARk | Sl F9a 96 § 9 i 9 Yhe F U 8, T8
Sl Qe | SEH a5 AT 1 &1 T AW Bl % Wi Fl S T a1
W ST TEl ol ST Bl ST

THE! @ T ARl % d-IRade & o SN IS Eid &1 @ ety
ferea o1 S A FISR § E-Fomon qrsh 1 G e 39 § qiaad, 949,
J g ¥ w1 fvga ey, VO H TR o € 09§ R et ey # gn
qRaaH 36t St § T 1 a1 A & e ot - aRaael & o I |
W 50 WIS THIF! A GERT AR H S0 % IR % THRE i ST bl B

foramart > qRumEETR - Wi U fRE Brn @ fafde wRd ¥ o urged |
FIIRTA 26 THR A g {6 Ik o1l Ye Rl R 1 o #an & W
FAFR | T8l U] TG 61 % IR F A F ST T S GH TRR F 9
frmE > qROTHERT Sl § fon ST @Rd ¥ 29 SRR H1 9Radq ot aigen §
TME -

JIE, VI, VS, VS, eSSl A @l aIq e 2 |, O & agE
T T ST G &1 o *erkVe TG § (3/98/%, ¥/ 18/, ©/82/ &) AHHA 9 ‘SRIET
U A H UgH g &1 T 4 g of M 1™l § I9ee &l 8| fRded A
VRS VR AV S Bl I Rl § ol AW g - VS, RS, J o ad
J I VRS A TS B TERT Hdq H, 31 1 SERT S-S § qen o
T TN WA Aiiecd | g1 1 o % Yoiel o1 & g H A § Iy M
o1, fRamE > aRuTHE Ui aRadd & I B O > i e e
qRRERT % Q1Y Sl A Gl &1 aiqael § ot ofg &1 <1l ‘erse | I 81 qXEdt

“FaE (9. 9’/W)
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A o o1 1 YT, G, SR S TG Al qe 3] 1 e e e )
et ene emmgfern R sre # ot g7 =& o o 2 B

J 9 (*eis/iag"h) TG, FAAE qT AL AR F FT31 FLAT A1 A&
¥ g 81 THEU, HER, A d HIaa & Soi § 56 19 % a1 & SR F,
AT FEAT, T F AT T THR F ITHRN ST &1 S A1 § ¥ 37 91 61 9=w
T &I 21 399 S HE €9 @ g V38 1 YA THE0, HEMRd 9T 3E
wWadl O § frear Bl fan § gEew o™ gwel &, |l & - “gEed
FAGETEAEAEETEE (25/23/)| MgER A <ifd-2d® | 36 9Id H S8 =
AT T FAT T H TN R ¥ - g A T ANEEEd” (R/8)|
JELA 38 § & rag 33, GG T Tih A B 319 § T 1 R e |
TR T 8| TRl - “HTEIHIS ERAM SEIGH” (2¢/2R) AL ST 2GE - AL,
SR = 799 ¥ FReRaR gaed” (3/39) | $21% 981 o SRieiid &d

TE TN ‘GoS1 FEAU [hG1 F IR v 320 F ‘20 FEAT AT AREER FET
o1l % &9 § O £ 8| IEH TRl A fred W g Rafay & aRomm v 31 | Sha
&Il &, S 99 SRSl St (3/%/90/R)| THEW § “qH G@ doeare femma”
(2/R4/29) A “TATHEIER THIT” (/3%/2) § TR &3 F & o1 & 9
TERT IUGE BidT & q° ‘AN HAA (2/2/42) H T Hdid & e H a6 H
TERT B AR (3/9%) H THE S w1 A § 96 F FE01 8| a9 | foere 9w
Feg TG H I19F & - ITEHS|

qEE H T SR GRG F UE GO k@Y Afdwe d@edg g 9fte |
“HIATATANIEEN” (JTAE -)/3/4) G | THF I AW (RIF) & Fcd=
dgrT | fcdian 1 famm fhan 81 S| - A, ‘wr Fieen a6y enfel eraeRt
JEr” (T R /3 /%) SN qin feifs 1 ST ae o ST &, 5 99 e
TR Aifed &1l JY - “EEcaNUTaTRISHId:” T “HRAarRISHIa:” | afg 39 day
H g WG SISt & 99 % G A 9 o1 a1 2] 1 4, dl I §Fd ael
W F e H@99 f@E a1 & — T wisan & gewessen, 3 & wesan, -
Was,wereIaT‘EI\_r‘I'TEEwas,wereﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁéﬂﬁﬂ@%ﬂﬂﬂ@ﬁwmgﬁwa
T o (e d B 9 % SER Siel Wi # o Saer @ oA o | S
& 15 3% Teq &1 78 long, short, all e 25T 1 ISTEXIETET Fed a1
&
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FFaEr > FSEA — T A FISATTE ™ H TG W 91 9Igei &
R 1SRG T 91 WG, F1S F 7 ST T F | TS T SR A 1S
SREINT I 3 a1 wrgei | ot o &d ¥| Hoar Teg % I99g § oW | THAIE
Tq “FHT Sl FA AT AT AT, AT H T & STl &

J TE G&d: ‘IO | & Sl a0 g FAT e 1 H g g e anfec
% I A WIGH | TE & VT8 qd1 V IE =l &9 01 il & 1 Foforet Squef 6
a1 - a1 Wi fred 81 S8 310 o1, B S ST, Toawhies | % T I,
R | IR G, G H, T IR FE, Teiae-Eid | g 9 ot et %
€9 T IR0 FAT S AT H I8 FT TR 90 SNl &1 FE Wi T A SIS F &l
Framam > e 1™ § aRafdd 36! ST @hdl & S9 T9 F 984 HE J9 § 98
1 ST ST BT 8 | SRFHNARG 8 T Seeade THIUE AAEmaas” 8/ 20),
TRl | R a9 Tde % @1 (A T i F a9 ‘s SAdid G % 9
(]/20) AT 2R /o) H qAT FAREFR(2R /2¢¥) H Hl THIAH IUTE] & A1 T H
TG JUGE Bl 2 |

J a9 g fRamEr B arquel # a9 eee o § g, | ald § qen 99
-0 § “Fiherawae” 1" | a9 e § @9 " | 9iéd 21 99 99 %
foran-& ‘aufer <nfe, el Shd a9 W 9 SANgfweh WA Wi § ‘a & ™ §
IUS E1d &, F8] 99 § Frege aY 21eg vag R 1Ueaq H aul-oid avul F o |
URh &1 FA9Y AR H GEYH a6 30 wIodE 99 & Y § e € § -
T FAATE G S’ (2/2/3/2%) | AGIw THEUT qel HERTRA | o
RN FEET” qel “aui SECagEn” § a6 aHEar ‘av % 5 e 21 wEdt
T | § 99 21 “Hacay U1 T F (50 &< & 7411

et @ aRuTmET o1l GRadH % I ISR Pfosiad & — 8 T Tl
A S G G IR BT o1 § qREAE, v F V EA  FH TGS H 3 EA
| T FAT, Ve H S A G T T BT, SIS R 9 e 3 §
M gaml Vel d S & S e, WA 3 S A SR o R |
g foan | i gen ¥ 9% % IR A F 3931 Rl @ TR efg
T % STEqREd R & GRUMTHET! o1l TRedH % ISl 2|

® G, g, 99ee
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A > FSAN! - TS Wi [k 319 Afw |ecy | Rl a3 srean e w°
IR Fd 9, 4 TWadl AT FS AT GHT Tl ST T | 36 T6N &
FIIREA T e 41 &1 1ig fresd &1

JEEL T0EAT Y | @it § ugwh & aun uiguel | ot dwfed 21 ed
SUEgEE J wEl g o § e anfec § Sued i 81 st # 0 o |
HCEegEsSTIRRA” (23/%/2) | QA “[pjgraaara” (23/R/%R) H§ JVEFRL
HHET: A 9 WS oA % 318 | UG & | WiaHETd § 96 9 1 e W € I
g Teg 1 W THEA oY | T (ErEE) 99 § w0 idn 21 36 TR
SRR T 9 SR § SHTE a1, Tl & a9 SR i & 31 | F 9o 31 % |1
Ied famfea “d %1 @Eg” o1d | 99 21 S Aiecd B AgEgid (5 /92 9o
§/R9¢) AU AUEER (3/'9) H SEHE Teg TG a1 I § I % T Ugh gl
TRt 18l I 3 B | FUERAAT (2/29) H o % @19 ! 318 FE & o0 &
T TG TG FAT 8| TR (/1<) % T Fersmisnaa=id () H oo, 989, g
1§ A (9/3R) H T 3771 1 § Gooehied (3/6) H 31 % a9 &
o o1 qen Fegd (1) § €% T1Y TG IR 98 W1 Ak e 8 S 2| 59
YRR I8 HTq T6hd T H ‘g1 T A a6 3 (IMTs €9 | §HG )
et # TR Bl 8| ATThes el H ST 26g ‘ol GFa STt ‘gEr & o1 & v
E1 I & I SEH AR CAaH & HISATEE | & €9 § gl 2|

J 99 afe @i | e el § 99 g3 & — Wiew, gy, e dun qenfe ar
FAT O o A g | (2 /96 / 2R) T8 g T AT, T, ST, S I
¥ ogeh 2| foee A ag 1 o ‘feam s fean g

TR T B Y G TN AT G @A o Bl TR (453,22 /82) I
I Aoheh TS H el e W Ea % S § a6 1 S0 g1 &; Teg &l
19 | FEl oI F ok 1T T ST T8 31 €1 9 &9 § =8 )

IA: WM W @& % q-ae w1 i areg 81 grd faaer o | 92 uig
qHEE T % @Y 0" Bl 8| drog-aikar § qavem V96 H Hioal 7w
IS H T TN & - T % IR Tl a1 T9 20eq o fo5T AR Wiwiet § Iused

T (. 3/R)
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& I S Teal 1 o IS H W@ ST %l 81 39 H S *wet Teq &l IS
ARG T H o 21ee TFT i FT, Sd, 6w, [, 9027 371 o1l & are @ &l
IR FS § FREd: 99 F dad § Tk, 3 I RN S 1 38 H &2
&1 T WA qT AR WA WIet # a9 30eq 99, a9 i a9l aw i et §
firest | geiek WTIeTl & @ & T O B I & o, Gl 1|

TS I S VIW, VTN, VA A, N G 61 F SR 4 &; 9 I
399G, H FIS-A Teg I A, T J 1S FI I T & &1V I8 & g 8§ o\
TR ISENTT HI TE1 T I B, I SRR g urge % o1l ff Fio-am 7 %
I99E H & gU 61 € F1S Fl SIhih A S

TH TRN G&hd igell & Y 3w A @ Sifths aidcd o 3Td 37d =g
qRafd &1 71 foee SR STt & Tae it S/ (o6 7T B 1 S 2t 9 | wiered
IR ARG frgei gRT i ereaRads &1 fGaneli % i fi MR a1 &
JURFTEE ST & fraem i T & o) 92 forers formmre 7T & ik 3 wrgei
FIRTA G & IR & Tl il ge {91 SR @vad A aaTs |
TRAT T BT & &N

b

. 9. - FYEe

R G, - SEET

3. 99 - I A
Q. Al - ANSAT

v, oTH. e

& 3. Q. - S qae
o. & -3

¢. H.A.-FWAS

Q. . - U®

fo. .- WA

27, Q. - Sfem

2R, 9. 9. - 76 REE

23, 9. - g

2. . - T
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u.
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R,
R¢. &
RQ.
Ro,
Re.
RR.
3.

1. |1, g, — AT agg i
9. - feygentaa
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g-30 g
FOTE-fea R0 g0 ISSN-3RR0-¢RER
O e
3feEag H T
<. B!
5 AT TEH, T, W T S O # 2 o et 71 gafen 3 @
g @l 9 B Gewd FEl T 21 S g & @ 92 T B
WUSR 2| 3¢ 9cael T 3fiifeed @ TR & 1 Tl SUS( Hl e 21 9 AgsA
e v f: oo fafy % fou omifra wegul M %1 Woer 1 weeH 38 | "
STl 1 OH S8 GfRh AT HE ST T 8| T i G & 6w oofi ane §
S ZNR R a1 {1 Ued EFT Selifes e o e & & - o g Rt s
et i e T 2 o WieE i BT Jio SR T R & @R B 1R
WWHWHWQHWW%WW%%ﬁE@WQﬁ@Hﬁ
ot I ferfera il o) IR ST Gk ST Rl ST (ST 91| STgfastel & g i

LS

dIE -

Y STAT=A” (FRATERT - 2/ 20) L Siiad & g 2| T H1 S
il Qe BT & o7 98 @ @ | HE WG i IgHg i 2ad A 2 |

“FisTHGAE oAl fifezd ST, @ TRIG SIUTETd, STaeenTal
T ” - (I €.97. - 2o)

Y 1 S v fied | o1 e S & 98 Tgae &) S6 e o SRR E -
ST forerd o1 &1 STgfawafa-emgde | (G.6.)

N NS

Mg 381 | fafea T 1 &1 aRumm @& 31 g it =R &z & aen-
T3 g, Sy g, g g, el e, S e, AAiaee, et
ferget, T, g ferget, i ferimet e = <rgfeee & @it 1 goar ag € E)
33 T | ”

t gEEE ey - e R /e
RIS RATTRAEH (g -2 /%)

T T T FHN S /33
“THTY FHIFETEURMRE God<ii. 7 = G, 2/24
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AR Y Gferat &1 2mead Feae &1 Jeiies® (e &1 ST 7d & 6 T3 &
H | GER A TR SR I FO7 H e 21 T mE | Sel O 3w
oI % I -

“SBIAA TR I FE & TEl I e, it adn s
TETT H g B F SUE f | TAN RN 9 G 99 q=d g F w2
Zeifose g formtent A 2119 % EReMT dee & Mg 1 eae R & e ey
Eid 92 &1 2| T H1 TR § Fag [ & foad @iies, aeedfd fomn % o1r woer
2| A FI NG TTH HUSS AT Geh G F AT FIA1 21 O O Wl
TTSA F1 gfesdi Al Th TR 829 & e H1 Jel HTh 3 SNl gy Wi ST=aR
FAT B 1 TR H 28 | fdag W e B & e I 7 R I STR &
ferfer =61 ot 21 g, F8, SR, WY o foremay soenes, g3 @ 1, SR 3
MM W ek ITANT 71 | AT B AUEAE F A1y °ieg @ | gHioT
HYIE F AYGIE FH ITag W Fal A1 2|

S § AT B IS T~ &9 & 06 & Z6H IR FI ATE] d Jh W
R & % (o8 IuErT fafeean w ety a1 faig quie fiesan € erudes & O
T % AR AU, e 36 qen AgsEen fafhe 98 wR et sefea

2. ameaul fafhea - g@ Fafthcan wafa i reat =Y g0 28 @ safad A @
2| 3EY FYEag F TSl % TERT @ T H STER R S @ 2| AN F I A
TR 36 Tgid H U o1 6 ST W e faf (Psycho Therapy)

e I Reesd 9 |

T At AR A T foead W SR -
¢ STl i Higed T SEE: |

SRS Gt &6 TRIAISTE: || 5 . - 20 /9/3
" geRloET &1 AT 99 & R |

GRT: afton: T gEmaEfd (55" 1| /E G, - 20 /29/2
" TEiNITeRE 3 A |

AT TG T o 10T e | 972 - 22 /%9 /2%
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TRg H ST

T Ty Fafehoan fafty o1rd € S | STt & o6 6 & A % avae qn Wl
FHIT & SHIST IR Frh 1t 911 il IT9R AT bt g &1 & 2

2. iR Rfhe - 58 e Tl #1 Twaw iR Y g0 T8 o vEfda
HF-!TTRIT%IEﬂﬁaﬁﬁ%m(mood&Hrmons)ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂmiﬁ
I e Tl Fad ¥ IR % T T FRamiies a, 9o dei, St aet
T GEIHRR T 61 SR TR v € SR iy g 2 wei § =1 M, A,
T GO AR &, fafer 6 e o o 81 ae fafty emgfees woaies fafhean
EICER:E CEA

3. 3 Rl - 2@ Nl wgial 1 wvaey 32 @ 8| afe® ool | ddi| Tt
341 F1 IgE Tosar 21 1Eag H 34 391 1 G Ffhadt F & § 39 & od: 34
2t e Fed & 5% 1 9d e o w1 foram fan s/ 21 emgfess R
Wﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁw(Nammpathy)WWWT%I

4. TgsEn Fafeea - 39 FafFc Tefa ¥ o=wid o9 g JAR e
NIl % TERT & W i FlRe #il S 81 366 1Y & @R o & ot ==
AT, T Y A FT e B 7/ 31 oredae § 5 e g @ ke,
it Fafercan, R W91 Fafhean == o1 Fafseean anfe 1 fonamn o smn 81 g
Fafercen fogrm # 8 sitafy Faffeen faf (drug theraphy) #&T Fa1 ST 81

g § afTa YR F1 363 & T T ST i Sreng i o & fheg
& e ST AT O fore & | ot 1 ST ST & SEag % OF 6 H g A
FHTAAT F FTeb I T Lol §9 Fal 7191 & o6 Sewis wefia = gfd aig 2ia-is Tol
1 7 e i e on a2t feva H g o £ Fored gn & ad 30t og s R ° s
TH IR FXA § AR St | difed F&l &ar & |

T T Hl H SO AR, TgHA a1 ArEE i Ao Fafheat &g I &
IENRT | T ATST SR F1 q0 & | FAEH a1 77901 B FF A & STt & o aret

[

IR | AR Ao T ATSi=un oie il &1 A F | quiaan anel 2 1¢ faas

9

TR TR XU AT R GHAEHET: |

T A THEEY T96 T GG RN | 3. 2/34/2-

FATg: T&5: TAFgd: | A /3/28 /4 Lid TS 1 g |t a9 &1t B
IEF FAGHT Tl AT HEATId |

AT T AAEERRIIO, | 39E-R /3 /R
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qUTRE TH ISR ERT F8 T % ITUR HT 0 fHosal 81° Gw6l Tl & ERT =1, 0,
g, NS % TR STER 1 90 sl B1© 1edeg & T I O | o9 i &
fg Bq SR A IR 19U Fd g9 Fel T £ T ¥ Il TEel o q 7e
e % TN | e a1 ®RR i Ukl § GH & a1 &1 A0 Al Sl | W @0
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THE IDEA OF PAUSTIKA (PROSPERITY) IN THE
ATHARVAVEDASAMHITA

Pranabjyoti Deka
1.1 Concept of Prosperity:

Prosperity denotes the state of flourishing, blossoming, good luck and successful
societal position. Prosperity is often taken to be related with wealth, but also contains
other factors which can be independent of wealth to unstable degrees, such as happiness
and healthiness.

One can have money, but a poor state of mind, stained by hopelessness,
nervousness, lack of confidence etc, will not lead to prosperity. Thus, we need to
disconnect the state of being financially sound and prosperity; these two are not
synonymous. One can have a bare minimum of financial resources only to support
oneself, and yet, at the same time be prosperous if one possesses good health, if the state
of mind is healthy and, there exists a passion to do something. It is the health of the
mind which is the index for measuring the prosperity of an individual. One needs to be
wealthy by the mind and not by the pouch to be called prosperous.

1.2 Meaning of the term 'Paustika’:

The term “paustika’ is the adjective form of “pusti”, which means a wellnourished
condition, thriving, prosperous, fullness of life. It also means worldly progress and
safety. It is related to promoting growth or welfare, invigorating, furthering, promoting,
sophisticated advancement and Wellbeingl. In the Atharvaveda, there is found the word
“pustapati’ which means lord of growth (posasya pati)z. The hymns where such ideas are
revealed are called as Paustika-hymns. Thus, these hymns are the hymns where ideas of
nourishment of members of a family, society etc. are well reflected
1.3 Purpose of the Paustika Hymns:

The Paustika hymns convey a wish that all the dangers, obstacles of prosperity may
be driven away and in its place, prosperity be brought to humanity. The main purpose of
these hymns is to secure prosperity, in accordance with the wishes and desires of the
person who uses the hymns as charms. These hymns are mainly revealed for the
prosperity in agriculture, richness of cattle, success in trade etc.

1 Vide, Apte, V. S., The Student's Sanskrit-English Dictionary, p. 343.
2 Sayana on AV., VIL.20.1
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2.1 Contents of the Paustika Hymns:

The Paustika hymns of the Atharvavedasarhita are revealing keen interests for
securing prosperity. These are revealed mainly in the Books I, II, III, IV, VI, VII and
XIX of this Veda. However, a careful study of these hymns shows that there are some
more hymns and verses of such character, which are scattered throughout the Samhita.’

A careful observation of these hymns shows that agriculture was the chief source of
living during the Vedic age. Still, agriculture is demographically the broadest economic
sector and plays a significant role in the overall socio-economic fabric of India. There
are found six such charms that wish prosperity in agriculture i.e., AV., III.17; AV.,
VI.142; AV., VI.33 AV, 1I1.24; AV., VL.79; and AV.VL50.

22AV,II1.17:

The seer Atharvan in the nine verses of this hymn speaks about the steps taken for
good harvest in the Vedic age. He has pointed out all these steps are taken for prosperity
of the paddy fields. It is here thus express that the farmers who were conscious about the
good harvest at first joins the plough with yokes and thereafter places it upon the
shoulders of the two oxen to draw the land. Besides, the seeds are sown in the tilled
land. The seer here shows his expectation that the land shall be sown in such a way that
within a short time the products thereof be come out and be ripen. The plough is made
sharp with its blade that is made of iron. The farmers thought that it may tear the land
easily. It is like that of thunderbolt in might. The land shall be drawn by sharp edged
plough. The furrow or the plough is prayed to be blessed by the god Indra, the rain deity
and saved by the grace of the god Pusan. Such a cultivated land might bring sufficient
crops to the worshippers or farmers. The seer views that sharp pointed furrows should
well pierce the land, farmers should join the oxen to the plough, and the two gods Vayu
and Aditya, after being satisfied with oblations, should favour the farmer in bringing
good harvest. Thus the two oxen, the furrow, farmer, whip, and the sharp stick — all are
addressed to drag way the land. Lastly the goodness of tilled land is defied for giving
good crops as well as food to people. Thus for prosperity gods are invoked here in this
hymn.
23AV, VIL142:

In this hymn, there are three mantras regarding production of grain. In the first
mantra, the grain is eulogized to be productive vigorously so that the granaries will be
filled in with crops. The natural obstacles like shower of heavy rainfall, drought etc. will
not at all obstruct their development. It is mentioned as —

3 of., Bloomfield, M., The Atharvaveda and the Gopatha Brahmana, pp. 80-83; Bloomfield,
M., Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XLII, Ed. F. Max Muller, pp. 140-162; Karambelkar,
V.W., The Atharvavedic Civilization, p.19.
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ucchrayasva bahurbhava svena mahasa yava |
mrnthi vi$va patrani ma tva divyasanirvadhit I
The grain is also praised to grow at large scale that is comparable to the vast
atmosphere and to be inexhaustible as the ocean’.

The production of the grain should be everlasting for cultivators and at the same
time these should be surpluso6. It is acknowledged in the last mantra of this hymn.

This hymn is used in a ritual of groundwork for sowing seed’, and considered
among the Paus‘gika-mantrasS. The third mantra also emerges in a rite for richness, with
fastening on an amulet of barleyog.

24 AV., VL33:

There are three mantras in this hymn in praise of Indra for achieving success in
ploughing. Indra is the most powerful God among the Vedic gods. He becomes happy
when there is abundance in production of food"?.

Indra's strength is not to be challenged. Indra is appealed for giving wealth for their
prosperity. From the seer's revelation it is clear that the people of Vedic age desired to
have enough crops by the grace of lord Indra.

This hymn is applied in the rite for success in ploughing“. Again, it is used in the
Kamya ceremony with AV., VII. 2; AV., VIL6; etc.'? It is further considered to the

. 13
Paustika-mantras .

25AV,,111.24:

This hymn of the Atharvaveda in its seven mantras speaks about prosperity in matters of
producing grain. During the Vedic age the people expected that there should be growth
in production of crops. The people wished that the crops should be vigorous. Among
these they wanted rice abundantly. The seer here said that he knew a special god

4 AV, VL1421
®  cf., Sayana on Ibid., V1.142.2
® cf., Sayanaon AV., VL.142.3

7 cf, Kau. S., 24.1.
8 cf, Ibid., 19.1.
9 cf., Ibid., 19.27.
10 AV, VI33.1.

1 of, Kau. S., 23.17.
12 ¢f., Ibid., 59.18.
B3 ¢f,, Ibid., 19.1.

~103 ~



'VEDA-VIDYA' An International Refereed Research Journal

Sambhitvé14 by name, who by collecting things like rice barley, cow, gold etc. from
persons who never performed sacrifices, may gave all these to them. Actually this god
helps in producing crops abundantly. This god is worshippable by all. It has been stated
that prosperity takes place in a place where grains are produced abundantly. This has
been said by the seer by expressing the word ‘sphati'. He appeals to all that let the four
castes together with nisada help in the prosperity of producing dhanya and other
thingsls. The term 'sphati' denotes prosperity of dhanya and others. For a good harvest
heavy rainfall is needed. The granaries of crops are also wished to be full of grains. They
wish that crops should produced in terms of hundreds and thousands i.e., in abundance.
The seer addresses the dhanya to grow more by his touch with the help of the singing of
seven notes of the Gandharvas and Apsarases. The idea behind this expression of the
seer is that just among the seven notes of singing the note called as 'sphati' makes the
song prosperous or worthy of hearing so also the dhanya should grow in abundance
pleasing the farmers. Even Prajapati, the creator or sustainer of the universe creates the
crops and thereby make these ripe by two special powers such as Upohah and
Samihah'®. The seer thinks that Prajapati is the force behind the prosperity of the paddy
field'”.
3.1 Conclusion

After going through the Paustika-hymns of the Atharvavedasamhita it is found that
it express an aspiration that the entire hazards, obstacles of prosperity may be driven
away and as an outcome, prosperity is ensured in humanity. They are mainly used for
the prosperity in agriculture, richness of cattle, success in trade, gambling etc.
Agriculture was the chief source of livelihood during the Vedic era. In the expressions
included in the hymns of the Atharvavedasarmhita one can come to know that some
special rites were performed for success in agriculture by the people during the Vedic
period. The Paustika-hymns are seen to be revealed in different contents and the main
role of these hymns was to secure prosperity.

Pranabjyoti Deka
Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit Vedic Studies,
KBV Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University

4 Sayana on Ibid., I11.24.2.
15 Sayana on Ibid., I11.24.3.
16 Sayana on Ibid., II1.24.7.
7" Sayana on AV., II1.24.1.
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The Flood Legend : Its Origin And Evolution
TISTA BISWAS

What is generally called The Flood Legend may be found in almost all the Indo-
European literature and culture with some variations. Though the legend of The Deluge
apropos of 'Noah's ark' depicted in Genesis', the first book of The Old Testament in
Hebrew, has attained its celebrity throughout the Christian world, the Flood Legend may
also be available in many other non-Christian civilizations and literature in different
countries. It has been traced even in the antique literature of various Semitic languages.
Such a flood-legend is also found in the great Semitic epic "Gilgame:sh".2 The flood-
legend with remarkable variations has been traced even in the Vedic, post-Vedic or
puranic literature of India.

There are prolonged controversies among the scholars and connoisseurs over the
influence of the occidental and Semitic legend of the deluge on the Vedic and post-
Vedic flood-legend of India. Prof. M. Winternitz, a distinguished connoisseur of oriental
culture and literature, is in the opinion that the Vedic flood-legend which has been
delineated in the SB has been derived from the Semitic source. He wrote, "In the
Satapatha Brahmana we also find the Indian legend of flood, which in all probability is
derived from a Semitic source, in its oldest form:..."*. Perhaps he points either to the
Sumerian version of the legend which was discovered by the American excavators at
Nippur and was written about 2100 B.C. during the reign of Hamurabi or to the Semitic-
Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh which derived the legend from the aforesaid Sumerian
source. However, as a prominent dissident Dr. Suryakanta Shastri has strongly
contradicted the opinion of Prof. Winternitz and having supported Mr. Frazer, another
eminent connoisseur of oriental culture and studies, he wrote, ".. and this should lead us
to the one irresistible conclusion that the Satapatha version, - in its original - may be
anterior to the Hebrew and Babylonian accounts of the legend. It does not, however,
follow from this that the Babylonian version is based on the Indian one; both may be of
independent origin..." * The way in which Shastriji reviewed the case in his book, "The
Flood Legend In Sanskrit Literature" and arrayed the proofs and reasons in support of

The Holy Bible. Crossway. English Standard Version. 2007. Genesis Chaps. - 6:14 - 7:24. 7

Ibid. Genesis Chaps. - 6:9-9:17.

A History Of Indian Literature. Vol. I. Part I. M. Winternitz. University of Calcutta. 1962. p. - 183.
The Flood Legend In Sanskrit Literature. Suryakanta Shastri. S. Chand & Co. Delhi. 1950. p. -
Introduction, VIII.

S
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his opinion cannot be ignored. Therefore, both from chronological and logical point of
view the flood legend delineated in the SB and Gilgamesh seems to be completely of
different and independent origin.

It seems rather quite justified to refer to Varuna Siikta of the RV (VIL.88.3 - 4y’ as
the origin of this legend in the SB. The contextual mantras in the RV are as the
following :

a yadruhava varunasca navam pra yatsamudramirayava madhyam.
adhi yadapam snubhiscarava pra prenkha inkhayavahai Subhe kam. (3)
vasistham ha varuno navyadhadrsim cakara svapa mahobhih

stotaram viprah sudinatve ahnarh yannu dyavastatananyadusasah. (4)

Though the chronology of episodes has not properly been maintained in this Siikta
of the RV as it has been done in the SB, the depiction of rescuing and succouring of
Vasistha from the deluge by Varunadeva with the help of a large vessel seems to be a
dim and dishevelled and confused prototype of the flood-legend depicted in the SB. It
has been universally taken for granted that the RV is more antiquated than the SB of
SYV. So the chronological factor is more predominant than the others for justifying and
considering the RV to be the source of this legend depicted in the SB.

Incidentally it is to be noted that the flood-legend was not only confined within the
range and frontiers of the Vedic literature, but it also throve and flourished in the post-
Vedic and puranic literature. What sprouted in the form of a mere recondite or abstruse
synopsis in the RV in the earlier phase, assumed its full-fledged shape of enormous tree
in the SB and attained its luxuriant prosperity in charming legends like delicate blossoms
and delicious fruits in the tree of mythic or puranic literature. Thus the post-Vedic
literature, like a large tree, turned into a labour-room and nourishing shelter of
multifarious legends like young birds. The legend of Matsyavatara and the legend of Ida
or Ila, the daughter of Manu, are the two remarkable ones that are inseparably related to
and deeply associated with the floodlegend depicted in the SB® and later in the Puranas.
It is superfluity to elucidate here that Ida of the SB turned into I1a in the puranic version.

Sequence of episodes and their contents have also attained their maturity in
considerable additions and alterations in the post-Vedic literature as a result of
deviations from what they were in the SB. The description of the deluge, the reference to
the advent of, lord Visnu in the embodiment of Matsya and the legend of Ila are not
available so inseparably and deeply associated with one another in most of the Puranas
as they are available in the SB. Stray reference to the flood-legend without any mention

Rgveda Samhita. K. L. Joshi.Chukhambha Orientalia. Varanasi. 2000. p. - 538.
The Satapatha-Brahmana. Vol. 1. Kanda I - II. Maitreyee Deshpande. New Bharatiya Book
Corporation. Delhi. 2008. pp. - 171 - 182.

~106 ~

6




The Flood Legend : Its Origin And Evolution

of the other associated legends is found in some of the subsequent Puranas. Though with
the advancement of time certain changes in the course of events or episodes concerning
the deluge are found in different Puranas, it may be easily deducible that the puranic
legend of the deluge has been rather directly influenced by the Vedic flood-legend than
by the foreign one. But the occidental influence on the comparatively modern Puranas
cannot be totally ignored, because the dominance of the Old Testament on the flood-
legend of the posterior modern Puranas, such as Bhavisya Purana (II1.4.45 - 60) 7. has
been considerably traced by the scholars. However, it has also been found that the Vedic
elements and trends have still remained equally and simultaneously active even in the
posterior modern Puranas.

A critical review especially with chronological and sequential justification of both
the Vedic and puranic flood-legend through pure ratiocination may lead us to reach a
reasonable and accurate conclusion regarding this matter. Hence chronological and
sequential accounts of the flood-legend depicted in different Vedic and post-Vedic
literature are furnished below:

The Satapatha Brahmana:

The details of the flood-legend are recorded in the SB (1.8.1.1 - 6)8 where the
legend goes as the following :

Once at dawn while washing hands Manu found a tiny fish in his cupped palms and
heard it appealing to him for shelter and protection from the huge and monstrous aquatic
animals, which might swallow it’, since anarchy is the usual and eternal practice among
them. Thenceforth Manu brought it up by sheltering it seriatim in water-vessel, well and
piscine as it was gradually growing up and ultimately released it in the sea when it grew
much larger and stronger to protect itself. Meanwhile, that large fish brought up by
Manu warned him with the prediction that a tremendous demolishing deluge would
occur that year'® and advised him about the duties and responsibilities during the
ensuing crisis. Afterwards, during the very inceptive stage of the predestined deluge
which took place at the preordained time, as it had been prophesied by Matsya, the great
fish, Manu boarded a huge ship which had been manufactured much prior to this deluge.
Then the large fish named Jhasa'' came near his vessel at the preordained time and
Manu fastened his ship to the horn of Matsya with a piece of strong rope. Then Matsya
towed the vessel to a large tree near a safe peak and as per Matsya's instruction Manu

Bhavisya Purana. Swami Paramatmanandanath Bhairav (Giri). Naba Bharat Publishers. 2013. pp. -

285 -287.

8 Deshpande. Op.cit. pp.- 171 -172.

"mattsya eva mattsyam gilati” (1.8.1.3). Ibid. p.- 171.

10 n sa  hi jjyesththarh vvarddhvatethetithim samam tadaugha &gantim tarh  ma
navamupakallpyopasasai sa augha utthite..." (1.8.1.4). Ibid. p.- 171.

""" "Sagvaddha jhasa asa" (1.8.1.4). Ibid. p.- 171.
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tied the ship to the tree. Afterwards Manu gradually descended from the peak with the
gradual coming down of water-level. This route of Manu's descent from the peak had

12
later been termed 'Manoravasarpanam’ or 'Alarm’s Descent' .

The Vispu Puranpa:

From the chronological point of view the VisP has been considered the oldest one
among the Puranas. Prof. R. C. Hazra opined that it was composed within the 1* to 4
century A.D.", whereas Prof. S. C. Banerjee prudentially extended its period of
composition upto the 16" century AD" Though its chronological proximity to Vedic
age, in comparison with the other Puranas, leads us to consider it to be the immediate
successor to the Vedic literature, it does neither reflect nor represent any verbally
identical flood-legend as it has been revealed and delineated in the SB. It does not even
narrate any episode of rescuing Manu by Matsya from the deluge, although the VisP
(1.4.8)15 refers to the legend of Matsyavatara (i.e. incarnation of lord Visnu as a fish
named Matsya). It may reasonably be inferred that what has been depicted in the episode
of adventitious annihilation of the universe owing to the day end of Brahma (i.e.
naimittika pralay known as “Brahma' which occurs at the end of Kalpa) in the VisP
(1.7.37 - 45 & VI.3)'° has rather a certain resemblance with the deluge. Incidentally it
may be pointed out - although it would appear an obiter dictum - that it has been termed
'‘Brahmo naimittiko layah' in the Srimadbhagavata (vide VIII. 24.7 of Srimadbhagavata,
Vangavasi, 1315 Vangavda).

The Brahmanda Purana:

The BdP is believed to be the immediate successor to the VisP. Such a true
connoisseur as Prof. R.C. Hazra has even stamped it as a composition of the 2nd to 5th
century A.D." and certified that chronologically it should be ranked next to the VisP.
What has been stated and delineated in the 7" chapter of this Purana'® has a close
affinity to and a perfect structural resemblance with the depiction of natural conditions -
both prior to and during the deluge - such as has been found in the VisP. The perfect
similarity between the two evidently substantiates that the VisP is the prototype of the
BdP. The delineation of Brahmapralaya recorded in the Visp19 is so identical with that of

"sa ha tavattavadevannvavasasarppa tadappyetaduttarasya girermmanoravasarppagamittyaugho..." (1.8.1.6).

Ibid. p.- 172.

13 Studies In The Puranic Records On Hindu Rites And Customs. R.C. Hazra. MLBD. Delhi. 1987. p.
- 175.

' Studies In The Mahapuranas. Sures Chandra Banerji. Punthi Pustak. Calcutta. 1991. p. - 12.

"matsyaktirmmadikam tadvad varaharh vapurasthitah". Visnu Puraga. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba

Bharat Publishers. 1417 (B.S.). p.- 12

15 Ibid. pp.- 27 - 28 & 484 - 487.

Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 175.

'8 Brahmanda Purapa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1396(B.S.). pp. - 32 - 37

Visnu Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 484 - 487
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the BAP** that it appears to be a blue print of it. In addition to this there are references to
three kinds of pralayas viz. Atyantika, Prakritika and Naimittika. "Atyantikah
Prakritikasca yo ayarh Naimittikasca pratisargahetuh” (BdP 111.22).*' Further references
to pralaya are available in BdP (1.157 - 161; V.2, 6, 10; VL6 & VIIL.1).*

The Markandeya Purana:

There is no dissidence between Prof. R.C. Hazra® and Prof. S.C. Banerji H
regarding the composition-period of this Purana. Both of them are of the same opinion
that it was composed during the 3.5 century A.D. and hence, it was chronologically
subsequent to the BdP. The delineation of natural condition during the deluge called
naimittika plralaya25 is totally subservient and conforming to what has been depicted in
the previous two Puranas. There is, of course, a distinct reference to the Matsyavatara of
lord Visnu in the 7" sloka of the 47" chapter of this Purana®, as it has been also found
in the VisP.”’

The Vayu Purana:

Since Prof. R.C. Hazra® and Prof. S.C. Bane:rji29 unanimously hold the identical
faith that the Vap was composed during the 2nd - 14th century A.D., it may easily be
conceived that it is chronologically subsequent to the Marp. There are not only the
references to the names of three kinds of pralayas30 such as have been found in the BdP
but an unimpaired identical description of natural condition during the deluge as it has
been recorded in the previous are Puranas has also been reflected in this Purﬁga“.
Besides this, no other remarkable episode has been recorded in this context.

The Matsya Purana:

Chronological data processing and reasonable analysis on this point by both Prof.
R.C. Hazra® and Prof. S.C. Banerji33 lead us to resolute that the MatP was composed

20 Brahmanda Purana. Loc.cit.

2 Ibid. p.- 18.

2 Ibid. pp.- 10; 24 - 25; 28 & 37.

% Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 174.

2 Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12. 2

35 v . tasyante pralayah prokto Brahman naimittiko budhaih” (XLVI. 38). Markandeya Purana.

Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1405(B.S.). p.- 207.

“...matsyaktirmmadikastadvadvarahar bapurasthitah”. Ibid. p. - 208.

Visnu Purana. Loc.cit. p.- 12.

% Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 174 - 175.

% Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12.

30 «naimittikah prakrtiko yascaivatyanditogardhadatah
trividhah sarvvabhutanamityesa pratisaficarah” (C.132). Vayu Purana. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba
Bharat Publishers. 1418(B.S.). p.- 660.

31 Ibid. pp. - 659 - 668.

32 Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 176 - 177.

33 Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12.

26
27
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during the 3rd — 12th century A.D. Although the episode of the deluge in this Purapa’ is
largely dependent upon the legend given in the SB, what has been narrated here in the
episode of a tiny freshwater fish named Saphari, which entered into the cupped palms of
Manu during the libation (i.e. sacrament of offering drinking water) to the manes and
deities, while he was dwelling on the Malaya mountains for worshipping god through
religious austerities and ascetic practice of meditation, is to some extent different from
what has been stated in the legend of the SB. The difference between the two ( SB &
MatP ) lies also in the amazing novelty of strange additions and alterations. For
example, before releasing the fish in the sea Manu brought it up by saving and sheltering
it in a Kamandalu (i.e. a water-pot used by ascetics for religious purposes), a pitcher, a
well, a piscine and the Ganges respectively as it was gradually growing up (MatP 1.16 -
22).% Here the additional items of nourishing water-reservoirs for Matsya, such as
Kamandalu and the Ganges, are no doubt laputan and fantastic. It also shows differential
novelty in the delineation of releasing the fish in the sea and in establishing it as an
incarnation of lord Vispu (MatP 1.26).° Besides these, amazing novelty and difference
lie in the depiction of loading the ship on the eve of the deluge with each and every
species of animals and creatures in couples for further procreation and survival on the
earth, in the vivid description of the circumstances prior to the deluge, in the reference to
the monstrous serpent sent by God for manipulating it as a rope in crisis and need and
finally, in the episode of listening to what God told Manu about the MatP (II.1 - 20)*".
However, what has been stated here is to some extent new and unprecedented and is not
found in any previous mythical literature.

The Bhagavata Puranpa:

According to the venerable mythologists Prof. R.C. Hazra * and Prof. S.C.
Banerji39 the BhagP was composed during the 5" century to mid-seventh century A.D.
The references to Matsyavatara of lord Visnu are available in 1.3.15, 11.7.12 & X1.4.18
“*It has also been vividly narrated in the 8" 9™ & 11™ Skanda of this
Purana that Matsyavatara rescued and saved Dravide§vara named Satyabrata (who
would be named Sraddhadeva and would be installed as the Vaivasvata Manu in the
ensuing Kalpa) along with the other specimen plants, seeds and creatures from the
devastating deluge for paving the way to future procreation and survival®'. In this

of this Purana.

3% Matsya Purana. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1406(B.S.). pp. - 1 - 4.

35 TIbid. pp. - 2-3.

¢ Tbid. p. - 3.

37 Ibid. pp. - 4 - 5.

8 Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 177.

¥ Banerji. Op.cit. p.-12.

0" Bhagavata Purapa. Gita Press. Gorakhpur. U.P. 2011. pp. - 54; 171; 1757.
4 “guptopyaye manurilausadhayasca matsye....”(XI. 4.18). Ibid. p.- 1757.

~110 ~




The Flood Legend : Its Origin And Evolution

context names of different kinds of pralayas viz. Nitya, Naimittika, Prakrtika and
Atyantika, their definitions, nature and characteristics have been discussed and
expounded in detail in the BhagP (III. 10.14; 11.28 - 32 & XIL4) 2 The original
description of the flood-legend given in the SB is also found with a little variation in the
BhagP VIIL.24*. Here the name of Satyabrata, a rajarsi, i.e. an ascetical king, has been
introduced in lieu of Manu. ** A fresh-water fish named Saphari has been referred to as it
has been found in the MatP (1.15 & 16)*’; but remarkable difference is noticed in the
names of nourishing shelters of the fish. According to the gradual increase of its size it
was kept and brought up serially in Kamandalu, water-pot, piscine, deep lake and finally
released in the sea (VIIL.24.16 - 23)*. Insertion of deep lake in the list of nourishing
shelters is found neither in the MatP nor in the SB. God in the form of Matsyavatara
prophesied to Manu that a massive inundation called Pralaya (i.e. deluge) would occur
on the 7" day after the release of Matsya in the sea.”’ Though the descriptions and
narrations of the subsequent episodes are almost the same as it has been given in the
MatP (1.9 - 11.20) **, there is amazing novelty in the reference to Maha-ahi i.e. Vasuki,
king of serpents, who was sent to Manu by God during the pralaya for manipulating him
as a rope in crisis (BhagP VIIL24.45)". Moreover, special reference to the embarkation
of Saptarsi (BhagP VIII.24.34, 35, 37, 42, 43, 56)50 (i.e. seven sagacious saints, Viz.
Atri, Angira, Kratu, Pulastya, Pulaha, Va$istha & Marici) along with the other sample
creatures in couples during his (Manu's) boarding the ship on the eve of the deluge is
also a startling admixture of new element which is found in no other previous mythical
literature. This episode of embarkation of Saptarsi is certainly quite different from what
is found in the Varupa-siikta of the RV (VIL.88.4)’" which reveals that Varupadeva
rescued and saved VaSistha, who was also one of those seven sagacious saints known as
Saptarsi. There is another new episode in which Matsya as an incarnation of lord Visnu
slew Ditija alias Hayagrivasura, because he pilfered the Vedas during the Brahma

42 Ibid. pp. - 245; 251; 1961 - 1967.

4 Ibid. pp. - 943 - 948.

4 sa tu satyabrato raja jianavijiidnasaryutah

visnoh prasadat kalpesminnasid vaivasvato manuh” (VIII. 24.58). Ibid. p.-948.
“...papata panyorupari sapharT jalasamyuta.

drstva tacchaphaririiparh....". Matsya Puriina. Op.cit. p.- 2.

Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. pp.- 944 - 945.
"saptamedyatanadirdhvamahanyetadarindam

nimanksyatyapyayambhodhau trailokyam bhiirbhuvadikam" (VIII. 24.32). Ibid. p.- 945.
Matsya Purana. Op.cit. pp.- 2-5.

Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. p.- 946.

" Tbid. pp.- 946 & 948.

> Joshi. Loc.cit.

45

46
47

48
49
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naimittika pralaya (BhagP VIIL.24.61).’* So having slain Ditija i.e. Hayagrivasura lord
Visnu in the form of Matsyavatara recovered the Vedas and returned it to Brahma.
The Bhavisya Purana:

From the chronological point of view the BhavP seems contemporaneous with the
BhagP, since its composition, according to Prof. R.C. Hazra™ and Prof. S.C. Banerji’*,
commenced in the 5th century A.D. just when the composition of the BhagP was also
simultaneously going on, though its (BhavP) completion was much prolonged and
belated upto the 12th century A.D. It may reasonably be inferred that though there is
much Vedic dominance on the flood-legend depicted in the Pratisargaparva of this
Purana (BhavP I11.4.45 - 60)55, there is also a certain impact of Noah's Ark mentioned
and stated in The Old Testament.”® A strange phonetic resemblance between the two
names, Noah and Nyuha, the latter of which has been used here instead of Manu,
substantiates the claim of foreign influence, especially the influence of The Old
Testament on the Indian flood-legend. Moreover, the depiction of the ship manufactured
by Nyuha is certainly reminiscent of the identical structure of Noah's Ark mentioned in
The Old Testament.”’ The delineation of the shape and size of the ship given in the
BhavP informs us that its length, width and height were 300 cubits, 50 cubits and 30
cubits respectively.” It tells the same story of saving all his family members by Nyuha
during the plralaya,59 i.e. annihilation of the whole animate world owing to the deluge, as
it has been stated about Noah in Genesis, the first book of The Old Testament. Although
there is no reference to Matsyavatara in the BhavP, as it has been found in the Bhagp®,
an identical reference to the divine prophecy in dream that a tremendous devastating
inundation would occur on the 7th day after the day of the divine prediction is also
found in the BhavP®'. It has also depicted a heavy downpour owing to which the rivers
were all in spate causing a demolishing deluge. So, notwithstanding all the aforesaid
ratiocination and evidences in support of the occidental influence on it, a certain
dominance of the preceding Puranas and an indirect impact of the post-Vedic literature
cannot be denied. In fine, it may be remarked that both the oriental and occidental myths
have attained their maturity in healthy synthesis and consistency in this Purana.
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Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. p.- 948.
Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 188.
Banerji. Op.cit. p. - 12.
Bhavisya Purana. Loc.cit.
Crossway. Loc.cit. Genesis chapters - 6:9-9:17.
57" Ibid. Genesis chapters - 6:14 - 6:16
% “hastatri$atalamvam ca pafica$advastavistytam
trim$advastocchritarh ramyah sarvajiva samanvitam” (IIL.4.50). Bhavisya Purana. Op.cit. p.- 285.
% Ibid. (IIL4.51 - 54). p.- 286.
6 Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit. pp. - 54; 171; 1757.
61 “vatsa nyaiha $rnusvedam pralaya saptamehani...” (II1.4.48). Bhavisya Purana. Op.cit. p.- 285.
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The Kiirma Purana:

According to Prof. R.C. Hazra the process of composition of the KarP and
interpolation of various episodes into it must have gone on for several centuries.
Although its auspicious initial composition commenced in the 5th century A.D., its
completion was delayed upto the 14th century A.D. %2 Numerous references to
Matsyavatara of lord Visnu and hymns to him with unstinted encomium are available in
the KarP, just as eulogies and hymns to Matsyavatara are found in the VisP (1.4.8)",
MarP (XLVII. 7)* and BhagP (1.3.15, 11.7.12 & X1.4.18)* which are chronologically
supposed to be anterior to those of the Kiirp. What has been spoken of the four kinds of
pralayas (i.e. complete annihilation of the universe), viz. Nitya, Naimittika, Prakrtika
and Atyantika in the VisP (1.7.38)° and BhagP (XI1.4.38)”", has also been approved and
expounded in the KurP (H.43.5)68. Moreover, what has been delineated about the severe
drought and heavy downpour prior to and during the deluge respectively in the KiirP
(1.16.96 - 99 & 11.43.11- 49),” has also been vividly recorded in the VisP (VI.3),” BAP
(IIL.22; V.2; 6; 10; VL6 & VIL43 - 76),”" MarP (XLVL38 - 44),”” VOP (C.114 - 195)"
and BhagP (III.11.28 - 32 & XI1.4.3 - 38).74 Resemblance between such events in
different Puranas is perhaps due to the interpolation of episodes from the anterior
Puranas into the posterior ones or it may be the resultant of reciprocal impact on each
other in case of contemporary ones.

The Padma Purana:

It was approximately within the 6th to 14th century A.D. when the PadP was
composed. This is what Prof. R.C. Hazra opined about the composition period of the
PadP.” It is quite peculiar to note that there is no reference to the deluge or pralaya

though there are special references to two quite different legends of Matsyavatara of lord
Visnu in three separate chapters (viz. PadP XC, XCI & CCXXX). According to the first
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Hazra. Op.cit. p.- 178.

Visnu Purana. Loc.cit. p.- 12.

Markandeya Purana. Loc.cit. p.- 208.

Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit.

"naimittikah prakstikastathaivatyantiko dvija

nityasca sarvabhiitanam pralayoyam caturvidhah”. Visnu Purapa. Op.cit. p.-27.

"nityo naimittikascaiva tathd prakrtiko layah atyantikasca kathitah kalasya gatiridrST°. Bhagavata
Purana. Op.cit. p. - 1966.

"nityo naimittikascaiva prakrtatyantikau tatha caturddhayarm puranesmin procyate pratisaficarah”.
Kirma Purapa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1395(B.S.). p. - 418.

% Ibid. pp. - 87; 419 - 422.

" Vignu Purapa. Loc.cit. pp. - 484 - 487.

"l Brahmanda Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 18; 24 - 25; 28; 34 - 37.

> Markandeya Purana. Op.cit. p.207.

7 Vayu Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 659 - 664.

™ Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 251 & 1961 - 1966.

> Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 181 - 184.76
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legend depicted in the PadP (XC.5 & XCI.10),”® Sankhasura, the immensely powerful
son of ocean, defeated all the gods and expelled them from heaven and captured their
holy abode. To devitalize the gods he then plundered the Vedas from Satyaloka while
lord Visnu was asleep and dipped into the unfathomable level of the ocean chasing the
Vedas. Having no other means and expedients to recover the Vedas gods had recourse to
lord Visnu who being propitiated assured them of its proper redress and retrieval.
Accordingly lord Visnu took the embodiment of a tiny fish named Saphar1 and entered
into the folded and cupped palms of Maharsi Kasyapa, while he was solemnly engrossed
in meditation and practice of ascetic austerities during his stay on the Vindhyas. Maharsi
Kagdyapa brought it up by saving and sheltering it in a Kamandalu, a well and a piscine
respectively as it was gradually growing up in shape and size and finally released it in
the sea. Afterwards Matsyavatara slew Sankhasura and thus recovered the Vedas from
him. Thereafter having clutched the skeleton of Sankhasura in one hand he arrived at
Vadarivana and advised the ascetics present there to scour the shrivelled and tarnished
Vedas with different freshwater. The complete Vedas having thoroughly been scoured
and chastened, the hermits handed it over to Brahma and Vignu in a ceremonial religious
sacrifice.

Again, according to the second legend found in Chap. CCXXX.10-30"" Diti who
was one of the wives of Maharsi KaSyapa was the progenetrix of some extraordinarily
mighty and invincible demons, viz. Makara, Hayagriva, Hiranyaksa, HiranyakaSipu and
Mahabala. Among them Makara fraudulently plundered the Vedas from Brahma and
entered into the unapproachable seclusion of the deep ocean. Consequently Brahma
along with the other Gods had recourse to lord Visnu for the quelling or subdual of the
vicious by divine retribution and for keeping perfect harmony between virtue and vice in
the world. Then lord Visnu in the embodiment of Matsyavatara entered into the deep
seclusion of the ocean and having slain Makara, the mighty and malicious demon, with
his snout-like-beak recovered the entire Vedas complete with Vedangas and submitted it
to Brahma for restoring it to former safety. Though there is a little reflection of the MatP
(1.9 - 11.20)"® and BhagP (VII1.24)” on the aforesaid first episode depicted in the PadP
XCs5 & XCI.lO)BO, So it has not been reproduced in toto; still it may be said that it has
been influenced a little by those Puranas. On the contrary, very scanty resemblance with
the RV (VIL.88.3 - 4) & SB (I.8.1.1- 6) substantiates that it has been influenced neither

6 Padma Purdna. Uttara Khanda. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1420(B.S.). p--339
- 341.

" TIbid. p. - 895 - 896.

8 Matsya Purana. Loc.cit.

7 Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit. pp. - 943 - 948,

80 padma Purana. Loc.cit. p. - 339- 341.

~114 ~



The Flood Legend : Its Origin And Evolution

by the RV nor by the SB. It has rather been gradually processed and altered by the post-
Vedic influences which have afforded it some independent features.

The Varaha Purapa:

The VarP is considered to be chronologically subsequent to the PadP, since,
according to Prof. R.C. Hazra, it was composed within the 8th to 15" century ADY
There are ample references to Matsyavatara, an incarnation of Visnu (i.e. Srihari or
Narayana) who retrieved the submerged Vedas from the inaccessible depth of the
unified ocean (VarP I1X.22 - 35).82 References to Matsyavatara are also found in the
VarP XXXIX .48, 50 & 55,83 among which the 50" one speaks of the retrieval of the
Vedas by Matsyavatara from the unapproachable Rasatala (i.e. the lowest of the seven
under worlds). Further reference to Matsyavatara of lord Visnu is available in the 2n
§loka of the 4" chapter and 40™ gloka of the 7th chapter.84 No special or remarkable
reference to pralaya has been spoken of except in the context of pralaya during the
nisakalpa (i.e. the night part) of lord Visnu (IX.22)85. Here the discussions are so rife
with the episodes of Matsyavatara rather than with those of the deluge or pralaya that it
seems to be more influenced by the contemporary mythic literature than by the SB.

The Agni Purana:

Almost all the mythologists have unanimously admitted that the AgP was
composed during the 9th century A.D.*® The same traditional and hackneyed episodes
about Matsyavatara such as have been found in the preceding Puranas have also been
maintained in the 2nd chapter of this Purana.”” The anecdotes about Matsyavatara which
are revealed here are more extensively identical with those of the BhagP (VIII.24) than
with those recorded in the SB (1.8.1.1- 6).* The same trite tale of lord Visnu's entrance
into the folded and cupped palms of Vaivasvata Manu in the form of a little fish during
his sacrament of offering drinking water or libation to the manes and deities in the
sacred water of the Krtamala, as it has been narrated in the Bh.?tgP(VIII.24.12-l4)89 with
a negligible difference, has been identically reflected in the AgP (II.3-5) % too.

81 Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 180 - 181.

82 Varaha Purana. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1419(B.S.). pp. - 32 - 34.
8 Ibid. pp. - 126 - 127.

8 "matsyah kirmmo varahasca narasimhotha vamanah...” (IV.2). Ibid. pp., 12 & 26. 85 Ibid. p.- 32.
8 Ibid. p.- 32.

8 Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 185 - 186. Banerji. Op.cit. p. - 12.

87 Agni Purapa. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers.1419 (B.S.). pp. - 3 - 4.

88 Bhagavata Purdna. Loc.cit.

Deshpande. Op.cit. pp. - 171 - 172.

Bhagavata Puranpa. Op.cit. p. - 944.

Agni Purana. Op.cit. p. - 3.
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According to the anecdotes of the BhagP (VIII.24.11 & 58)°' Matsyavatara rescued
Dravide$vara known as Satyabrata during the deluge in order that he might be installed
as the Vaivasvata Manu alias Sraddhadeva in the ensuing Kalpa. But neither the name of
Satyabrata nor his epithet Dravide$vara nor the name of Sraddhadeva is found anywhere
in the AgP. Only the reference to Vaivasvata Manu who was rescued by Matsyavatara is
found here (AgP 11.3-15)°>. The little fish which entered into the cupped palms of
Satyabrata, as it has been depicted in the BhagP (VIII.24.12), was named Saphaﬁ,93
whereas the fish which entered into the cupped palms of Vaivasvata Manu has only been
called a little fish without any specific name in the AgP (I1.5)**. What has been stated in
the AgP (IL.6 - 8)95 about the names and kinds of water- reservoirs and the serial transfer
of the fish from one to another of these reservoirs for nourishing and bringing it up
according to its rate of growth in shape and size seems a slight different from what has
been stated and delineated in the other anterior Puranas, such as, references to ‘lake’
which is found in the BhagP (VII1.24.22)"® and to 'pitcher’ and 'the Ganges' such as have
been mentioned in the MatP (1.18 & 22)97 cannot be traced in the AgP. The identical
prophecy of Matsyavatara in both the BhiagP & AgP that a massive and disastrous
inundation would occur on the 7" day after the release of the fish into the sea reveals an
extensive resemblance between the two Puranas.”® Further similarity has been traced in
the identical depiction of Vaivasvata Manu's boarding the ship, as per Matsyavatara's
advice on the eve of the deluge, along with the seven saints known collectively as
Saptarsi and the

seeds of various cereals for future production and survival.” Despite these resemblances
the AgP cannot be slandered to be a verbatim imitation of the BhagP, because occasional
additions and alterations and even some trivial subtractions have rather attributed a
special and sublime variety to it. It has been stated in both these Puranas that, as per
Matsyavatara's advice, Vaivasvata Manu fastened his ship to the horn of Matsyavatara
with the rope-like gigantic serpent which had been called Maha-ahi in both the BhagP &

°l Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. pp - 944 & 948.
2 Agni Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 3 - 4.
% v tasyafijalyudake kacicchapharyekabhyapadyata". Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. p. - 944.
% v tasyam jalyudake matsyah svalpa ekobhyapadyata...". Agni Purapa. Op.cit. p. - 3.
% Ibid. p. - 3.
% v nidhehi raksayogena hrade mamavidasini". Bhagavata Purana. Op.cit. p. - 944.
7 “sa tamadaya manike praksipajjalacaripam...” (1.18) &
"tatah sa manuna ksipto gangayamapyavarddhata..." (1.22). Matsya Purana. Op.cit. pp. - 2 & 3.
"saptamedyatanadiirdhvamahanyetadarindam" (VIII.24.32). Bhagavata Purana. P. - 945.
"saptame divase tvavdhih plavayisyati vai jagat" (Il.12). Agni Puraga. Op.cit. p. - 3.
"tvam tavadosadhih sarva vijanyuccavacani ca
saptarsibhih paribitah sarvasattvopabrrhitah” (VIIL.24.34). Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit. p. - 946.
"...upasthitayarh navi tvam vijadini vidhaya ca (I.12)
saptarsibhih paribdto nis$am brahmim carisyasi...." (I.13). Agni Purana. Op.cit. p. - 3.
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AgP,'” though the MatP somehow managed it without naming the snake. It may,
therefore, be deduced that these Puranas have perhaps borrowed this anecdote from the
MatP, though it has also dispensed with naming the serpent101
at the end of the AgP regarding the retrieval of the Vedas by Matsyavatara after the
assassination of Hayagriva‘tsura102 has been found neither in the RV nor in the SB. It is,
therefore, reasonably assumed that this episode has been borrowed from the preceding
two Purdnas viz. the BhagP (VIIL.24.8,57 & 61)'” & PadP(XC.5 - XCLI0 &
CCXXX.10-30),'™ though the latter refers to the slaying of Sankhasura in lieu of
Hayagrivasura. Moreover, the AgP has recorded no such anecdote of illuminating the
dark unified ocean in the Brahma night during the Mahapralaya (the deluge) by the
nimbus (halo or aureole i.e. the celestial radiance or glow) of the seven saints
(collectively known as Saptarsi) as it has been stated in the BhégP(VIII.24.35).“)5

. What has been narrated

The Brahma Purana:

The BrP had to undergo a long drawn process of composition from the 9th to 15th
century AD.' Although the inceptive chapters of BrP were contemporaneous with the
AgP, those have stated neither any anecdote of Matsyavatara nor have it reflected any
resemblance with the SB as it has been revealed in the AgP. Only mere references to
Matsyamadhava and Minariipa - perhaps the names used in lieu of Matsyavatara -
without any chronicle apropos of the legend are found in LIX.3, LX.1 - 3 & LXI.24 of
this Purapa.'”’ Only it has been revealed here (LX.1 - 3) in a very short statement that
Matsyamadhava stayed in the inaccessible depth of the unified ocean called Rasatala in
the embodiment of Rohitamatsya in order to retrieve the Vedas. Of course, depiction of
Mahapralaya (the deluge) is seen in the BrP (V.57 - 62; LIl & LIID).'” The delineation
of natural condition prior to the deluge recorded in Chap. LII appears extensively

pursuant to and identical with those found in VisP (V1.3),'” vaP (C.114 - 195),'"° MarP

100 upasthitasya me synge nivadhnihi mahahina" (I1.13). Agni Purapa. Op.cit. p. -3.

"...upasthitasya me $rnge nivadhnihi mahahina" (VIII.24.36). Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit. p. -
946.
bhujango rajjuriipena mano” parsvamupagamat...” (II.18). Matsya Purana. Op.cit. p. - 5.
"Susrava matsyat papaghnarn samstuvan stutibhisca tam
brahmaveda praharttaram hayagrivafica danavam”(I1.16). Agni Purana. Op.cit. p. - 4.
Bhagavata Puranpa. Loc.cit. p. - 948.
104 Padma Purana. Loc.cit. p.-339 - 341 & 895 - 896.
105 "aruhya brhatim niivam vicarisyasyaviklavah
ekarnave niraloke rsinameva varcasa". Bhagavata Purana, Loc.cit, p. - 946.
196 Hazra. Op.cit. pp. - 186 - 187.
Banerji. Op.cit. p. - 12.
107 Brahma Puriina. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1409(B.S.).
pp- - 278, 284, 290.
1% Tbid. pp. - 31; 255 - 260.
19 Visnu Purana. Loc. cit.
1% vayu Purana Loc. cit.
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(XLVI38 - 44),'"! BhagP (II1.11.28-32 & XII.4.3- 38),'"> KarP (1.16.96 - 99 & 1I. 43.
11- 49),"” BdP (II1.22; V.2,6, 10; VL6 & VIIL.43-76).'" According to the legend
Naimittika Pralaya "5 known as Brahma evoked continuous severe drought with
conflagration for many years. Thereafter the whole world had been incinerated by
excessive heat of the tremendous sunrays; consequently the seven saints, collectively
known as Saptarsi, had to take refuge in Janaloka (i.e. the fifth of the seven heavens
which, as per mythology, is the abode of the pious souls or saints). Ultimately all the
seven kinds of terrible devastating clouds such as Samvartaka etc. accomplished the
universal annihilation by raining in torrents and thus all the seven seas became unified
into one tremendous vast ocean of pralayapayodhi (i.e. water causing deluge) which
submerged the whole creation. In addition to this main episode this purana refers to
hermit Markandeya who took shelter during the deluge under a large deified banyan
tree. It certainly reminds us of a parallel event of the SB wherein Manu, being directed
by Matsya, fastened his ship to an enormous tree for safe shelter; though that tree was
neither deified nor compared to any god. The anecdotes of rescuing VaSistha in the
RV,""® Manu in the $B'"” & Markandeya in the Brp118 by Varupa, Matsya & Si7 Hari
respectively are so identical in nature that chronologically downward influence of the
legend on the posterior Puranas may easily be assumed. Certain difference too is found
in the alteration of some names of persons, items and places. Moreover, the advent of Si1
Hari (god) in the embodiment of a mere child and Markandeya's taking shelter under the
banyan tree termed Purusesa, which have been narrated in the BrP seem a photocopy of
what has been depicted in the SkP about the child-like appearance of St Hari and his

rescuing Markandeya by sheltering him under the banyan tree in ‘Purusottamaksetra’ M

The Skanda Purapa:

Those which seem considerably troublesome about the SkP are the controversial
views of different mythologists on the period of its composition. Prof. R.C. Hazra
marked 1050 A.D."”" as the period of its composition, whereas Prof. S.C. Banerji, as a
prominent dissident, opined that its composition commenced in the 7" century A.D.;
though it was prolonged upto 1050 A.D." for its completion. If the opinion of Prof.

1“ Markandeya Purana. Loc.cit.

12 Bhagavata Purana. Loc.cit. pp. - 251 & 1961-1966.
'3 Kurma Purana. Loc.cit.

1% Brahmand Purana. Loc.cit.

15 BrahmaPurana Op.cit. pp. - 948 - 951.

116 Joshi. Loc.cit.

"7 Deshpande. Op.cit. pp. - 171 - 172.

18 Brahma Puraga. Op.cit. pp. - 256 - 260.

"9 Tbid.

120 Hazra. Op.cit. p., 187.

12! Banerji. Op.cit. p.- 12.
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Banerji is taken for granted, it must be admitted that composition of the SkP had
commenced much before the composition of the VarP, AgP & BrP initiated. Having
originated in the RV the legend of the deluge has covered its successive and
chronologically down-ward journey through various Puranas with certain interesting
additions, alterations and subtractions. In each case - may it be the Vedas or the Puranas
- the legend projects and introduces only saintly agents, (e.g. Maharsis or Prajapatis)
who are always favoured and blessed by god, such as Vasistha in the RV'?, Manu in the
SB '#, Kasyapa in the PadP (XCI.1) "% and Markandeya in both the Brp 2 &
SKP(11.2.3)"*°. Incidentally it may be noted that the reference to the deluge as well as the
episode regarding the preservation of vegetation and animate world by the saintly person
who is always favoured, blessed and directed by god is awkwardly and incompatibly
absent in the PadP. However, quite a new region named ‘“Purusottamaksetra’ where lord
Visnu in the embodiment of a child sheltered Markandeya under a banyan tree during
the inundation has been introduced in the 3rd chapter of ‘Purusottamaksetramahatmya’
under Visnu-khanda of the SkP'*’. Both the references to lord Vispu in the form of a
child and to Purusottamaksetra have neither been found anywhere in the Vedas nor in
any Puranas so far, except in the SKP (I1.2.3.6 - 32)'** & BrP (LIIL31 & LVIL.64)'>.
Moreover, the insertion of an additional anecdote concerning the recovery of the Vedas
from the depth of the submerged Rasatala (i.e. the lowest of the seven under worlds) by
Matsyavatara, which has been delineated in the 14" chapter  of
Margasirsamasamahatmya under its 2nd part known as Visnu-khanda,'*” seems rather
corollary of what has been narrated in the preceding two Puranas namely the Bha‘tgp131 &
PadpP'**. Categorization of pralaya in the SkP is slightly different from what has been
shown in the other anterior and contemporary Puranas. Pralaya has been divided into
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Joshi. Loc.cit.
Deshpande. Loc.cit.
"Ityuktva bhagavan visnuh $aphartulyartipadhrk.
Sa papataiijalau vindhye nivase kasyapasya ca” (XCI.1). Padma Puragpa. Op.cit. p. - 341.
Brahma Purana. Loc.cit.
126 Skanda Purana. Panchanan Tarkaratna. Naba Bharat Publishers. 1417(B.S.). pp. - 849 - 852.
127 "..jalarnave bhramamanah pralaye sa itastatah (I1.2.3.5).
purusottamasadrsye ksetre sa vatamaiksata
utplutyotplutya milafica nyagrodhasya samipatah (I1.2.3.6).
Susrava valavacanarh markandeya mamantikam
pravisya duhkhamatulas jahthi khalu ma $ucah” (I1.2.3.7). Ibid. p. - 849.
128 Tbid. pp. - 849 - 850.
129 Brahma Purapa. Op.cit. pp. - 259 & 268.
130« sauvarpam matsyartiparh ca krtva devam janarddanam (I1.5.14.25).
...rasatalagata veda yatha deva tvayoddhrtah (IL.5.14.27).
matsyariipena tadvanmam bhavaduddhara kedava...." (I1.5.14.28). Skanda Purapa. Op.cit. p. -1269.
Bhagavata Purapa. Loc.cit. p. - 948.
Padma Purana. Loc.cit.
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three categories in the 20th chapter of Vai§akhamasamahatmya under Visnu-khanda of
it,133 viz. Manava, Dainandina & Brahma without any reference to the usual terms -

Nitya, Naimittika, Prakrtika etc. such as have been found in some other Puranas.
Conclusion:

As the process of composition of most of these Puranas went on simultaneously for
several centuries and as most of these are, to some extent, contemporary with one
another, a certain measure of mutual or reciprocal influence on each other has been
revealed in some corresponding anecdotes and events depicted in each of them. While
the lustrous influences of the primordial Vedic legends were gradually waning with the
advancement of time, the contemporary and immediately anterior Puranas started to
exercise their charming dominance more directly over their immediately posterior
Puranas. Naturally, considerable discrepancies between the Vedic and the puranic
legends have grown out of continual recasting and reformation by the fastidious
mythologists in the post-Vedic literature. It has been seen that Matsya was not
considered an avatara (i.e. an incarnation of god) in the Vedas, though the post-Vedic
social and religious trends and the then zeitgeist deified Matsya by recasting and
representing the character as an incarnation of lord Visnu in the Puranas. Thus the strong
impact of the zeitgeist and the transition of taste and trends of the post-Vedic epoch have
played a predominant role in recasting the Vedic legends by way of additions and
alterations.
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133 »_. pralayastrividhah prokto manavo manavatyaye (I1.7.23)

dainandino dvitlyo hi brahmano divasatyaye
brahmanotha laye pascad brahmafica pralayam biduh” (I1.7.24).
Skanda Purana. Op.cit. p. - 1378.
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