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. ��	C�	�� <� \��C< �	E 	 V����< 
K4, �. 	 V��< L:8, 4. Science 
in  the Vedas 

• 8K�y� KEL
��? (��.�.����-��.��.����, 1�	���-K:Z6�
/ =
�)- 1. The Great 
Seer or the Interpretation of the Vedas by Swami Dayanand. 2. 
The Vedas as interpretated by Swami Dayanand.   

• K�
3
G�L·�f�>��
? (<8��>6�-/��<]��8 9) IC =G�r 	 �����E �K��\�HE �	�KC	�� 9P 
�L·�f�>E<�
4 �w� MN�? L�f- �. ��	�� <�  ��D, 
. 	 V��</�
	�
? �	R� IP 

((((})})})})    /0�/0�/0�/0�14 	���qL��KX�56� �7	���8 914 	���qL��KX�56� �7	���8 914 	���qL��KX�56� �7	���8 914 	���qL��KX�56� �7	���8 9    ----    
 /0�1 � � <� 	>E 	 ��LE�KC���8 =/��D��8�	 �	�3�856�E ��C8 9P 	���q	�u6�7�/ �	�3�� 
U�C
	>:çC� /0�1�6���8 9P <� �I��I�6� J �<8�/ 8KÖ/�Gr <�6r Ls���C	f?P  
• a�
I;38� J (
�.�.����, L =
�K>�-�
	���) - �. 	 V6�<
G�L·�f<�8 =�� <� 	 V��< 

2��6� <� L8�µ�y< �56�, 
. >| =�L·���8 =�� (�K��-��<�), �. /��G��6 
3b�� =3�L�,     �. /��G��6 �>q�� =3�L�P 

• >�K�
� / E. mn�£����L:? L�tA� �A�C�	�4 2:. <�/>��	3��±G? (��
`) �K³�8 9 
oqC� I VC � 	 VFH/�G� J? MN�? L�f- �. 	 V6�<
G�L·�f/
8>| =80�D� (�K������),   

. 	 V6�<
G�L·�f-80�D� (Ls���8 9), 3. Ganapatha Ascribed to Panini.  

• <8>�\�
j��� (�.�.����,  i �	��-L:��/C) - �. 8K�\�H <�  �:<	��C J<,               

. ��<
G-�3J� � 3b-CÖ�	83J?P 

• �U�
A
38� J IC =	��� >�K�
� 8K�� 9 	 V6�<
G oL�C 9P 
• � V�>V�
<�6� J>6� �>�/<? (þ<J ?) U:/�>��L��	UG38� J ���� C8� 	D� ���5���? 

L:��K
GE L =U8\�D�� =	��E 2�]�C 9P >�>� 
�8LK�6�^>� �CE MNE >�K�
C? 
2<��3C	�� 9P  
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• |�Z6�8 k��6�>? (K:Z6�
/ =
4 	�	�1�oa�Loa�LLER�� � �5�/<I
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/��G��6-��<
G-3�±4 \�D�	 V����<�����8 9 (
���)P 

• I;8�G�	��>E<�
? (��.�.����-��.�.����, ��>�
� �[) - 	���c J��/<E  ��8 
����\�H8 9P  

• I����	3�±� (�.�.����, ��K6�/ =
-K:Z6�
/ =
�)- �6E �	j�� 9 	�ç/��68 9 (mn<�p�8 9) 
¸:/�	e�£6 =CE 	eD\��		e�£L�KCE I Ls���C	�� 9P �K³�E ��<
G/
� �w� MN�? 
L�f- �. 3b�/3b�		�<, 
. k/LU� Jc JI�;<�, �. 	�ç8 =��	>�, �. 	���	K�
��3 J,              
�. ��<
GI;:�6 (/Q ip��?), �. �	���<8K�\�H8 9 (�K������)P 

• /E. ~ì�
�8�	��L�U
? (����, �
�:>�-���)-2Xµ¡:�CD8 9 (�2<��3C8 9), 
<8 J<�p�/·�C?P 

• ��8:�
�� (K:Z6�
/ =
4 	�	�1�oa�Loa�LLER�� � �5�/<I
?)- �. o/]d-
3=�L�B, 
. \UGL8�µ�, �. \�
C�6 <�>UG�� <� ^/
�i�P 

• 
��<�6LE�e C8K��	��>6</�
c>�/0�1 � �5�/<I
? A
���3�±� >| =�L·�f-
<�8 =�� �K������E <e C	�� 9P  

• ð�
6E�><�>��->�K�
4 oI�6 JI
? 8K�8K:/�5�6? /
8��
���3�±� �L·�f-
<�8 =�� Ls���C	�� 9P  

• oI�6 J1>��	� V�¹<? (/0�1L	 J<�
4 �	� =�j\�U �) U =�<=>�ì
� �	��²�C<? ���5�6� 
2	�3 W�C MNE �>�iC	�� 9P 

• 1>��	8�K
� (��.�.���
, �LEK/ =
�-
:�KC<8 9, /0�1�	��	��>6� �56�8 9) - Ue�<8J 
�	E LE��
, v�CL�B ���� (o�>�6�-<�X�6�), <�X�6�3 =�L�B (�EM ���-�K��- 
����)P   

• m��1K��
I�1 �7�/ 	 V��< ¸
 1:A W�C MNE 2�G��6P 	 V��<E  ~�?3�±8��vX 	 V��< 
~�:8�8�EL� WX�/ MNE 2�G��6P  

• �6���/
s
�6�E / E. mn�£����L =
�/ ���5�6�-2c8�	e�£E �>�iC	�� 9P �� �<� D = 
U =�<�>�D = �4� �	 �5�/�E \	�CP  

• /E. \U	Y£? (
`.��.����-

.��.����, �8eCL
�) - �. �c	 J	 ���6� 8�p��<� �3µ�,      

. ��
�6G�6 3�i� 8��D� J5�6, �. oc	JG ¡:�CD, �. ����\�D�\�H (
�
� �	.) 

• \�8�LEK	���>E<�
? (�.�.����, >:K�
�-L:��/C �? �[, /0�1�	��	��>64�I�6 J-
I
?) - �. /�C0> 8K�\�H <�  2X���C L�B, 
. /�CE�> 8K�\�H 8� �/�	 J <ß���½, 
�. Ls�G J-8K�\�H4 �K��\�H<
G� LE>´: 	C JC �P  
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• 8q>��	3�±� (���� - 
�.��.��`� 1��6�½8p�>� �[, /0�1�	��	��>6>�K�
� 
�56�8 9) - �. ����C3��8��vX 3:A<�6 J8 9, 
. L�8	�� k/�����L�B8 9 
(Ls���8 9), �. o�>�6� v�CL�B (Ls���8 9), �. ��	��2��C3��4 �EM ���-
�� =	��L�KC-8�>:I��y<E  LE�
G8 9P 

• /E. 6 =�A�¹
8�8�EL<? (

.�.����, ��8�
4 �	�<è�	�LM�8� �[, �	
�����v8� 
Up���LEK	�>�-�8eCL
� �56�8 9) /�
I6/ =
�
8 9 o�/3�>-/��G��-I;U:�8-
2G�C��� �3µ�L�B��G 
��� �	�8�b� L�A = Ls�� 2<��3C	�� 9P �w� MN�? L�f- 
�. 	 V��< ¸
 8�8�EL�, 
. 	 ���q2<�3 (Ls���8 9), �. 	 V��< 	�u6 8â 26 =� ¸
�E<� 
2<�
, �. L�8	�� ¸
�E<� 2<�
, �. 	 V��< ~�:8�8�EL�, �. ����L8 =Ã6 (Ls���8 9), 
`. ��<
G3�± <� W�CK�L, �. µ�
CE�UG� (/��G��6A�C =/�Õ4 ä��è/�Õ�6��<�6�? 
Ls���8 9), �. �3/��� kG���	e�£, ��. ��	/ =�D<�
, ��. \�U	e�£LE<>�8 9,           
�
. <�3<e�A�C =�����8 9, ��. <�3<e���<
G8 9, ��. kG���<:3 (Ls���8 9), 
��. LE�e C A�C =<:D, ��. /�CE�>-8K�\�H8 9 (�K�� ���� �jC�6�5�6/6 Jf8 9),  
�`. A�C =/�Õ, ��. ��´K:B L � >�<
 ��8�A /6 Jf v�C6�ë <� LE�µÔ /�
I6,         
��. v�C6�8�8�EL�, 
�. v�C/��c J��	 JI�8 9 (Ls���8 9), 
�, 	 V��< �L·�f 8�8�EL� 
(	 V��<��1�LEMK?)P  

• 
8�3I;3��>K�L? (
�.�.��
�, �L
L�)- \eU =6:U�	>�P 
• 
���
�83�±� (���`-��.�.����, U =�
�E	�>�) ��.�.	�. <�>��->�K�
4 LE�e C-

o5�/<I
? - �. ������<�, 
. <�Ó���|p�=, �. �c	 J	 �� <� ��|p�=, �. 	��L¹ 
A8 JL�B, �. /�
�
 Ue�L�B, �. L�8	���6 oD Jµ =»L�B8 9, `. ä3�LA� =	��LE<>�8 9 
WX�C�� 9 MN�� 9 2�<�3C	�� 9P  

• /0�1�	��	��>6Ip��U�4 oI�6 J? �
. 
�8U:/�>? ‘	 V��< ��<
G’ (\�Uj68 9) 
W�C 8KÖ/�Gr MNE �K³�E �>�iC	�� 9P  

• 
�8U:/�>3�±� �c	J	 ���6�����	�A-MN4 �K��\�D�� =	��E ��.�.	�. <�>��-
>�K�
C? ��
� C8� 	D� 2<��3C	�� 9P  

• >×G¸^/? >�K�
� 8 V�8�>
����3� � <e C3:A<�6 J? ����4 Ls���E, C��E�>\�HE 
I <e C	�� 9P 

• oI�6 J�	�6/�>? (
�.�.��
� U���6�1��4 o�LÄ/ =
–k� V��M�8� �[, /E. 
mn�£����L =-I
G6:? 3�±��G �A�C	�� 9) - �. 1:A�6�v�CL�BE \	¸��8L�6G-
\�H6 =C8 9 (
��� �	.), 
. �����:<	��C J<8 9 (���
), �. ���5�6�-3 =þ6� =	��-
2��C3��6:8 JC-�	83J? (����)P 
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• <
C�
/ =
-/0�1 � >g�[� ¸�8� �	
�����p�� ��\�	/��G��
�L�C 9P L? ��@� 9 
6 =U � ���5�6�/
s
�E / =�? R��/C	�� 9P �L� 3b1:A?, /��G��6L�B�c J2<�3?, 
	�ç8�8�EL� W�C MNB6E �	�>� ��<
G3�±8�I JC	�� 9P ��6 V	 
�X�L� 
¸��8�6���85��/C	�� 9 8c =
�6�8 9P �3H: �6���:7�/ ���5�6�\�HE �K³�E 
2G�C	�� 9, �6���¸�8� /��G��2G�C� 	GØÃ�
G�3µ� W�C L�B�y<E  MN8�ûH 
2<��3C	�� 9P  

• /E. �	���c3�±� (LE�e C<�>��it�6�? LER�/< o� oI�6 J?)  >| =�L·�f<�8 =�� 
LE�e C����E <e C	�� 9P  

• /0�1�	��	��>64 oI�6 J? �>��
	�
�;<=8�
? (/0�1�	��	��>6Ip��U�4 
oI�6 J?) - �. LE�e C ��<
G 8â �>}9 ><�
 - �< ��3 J��< º��, 
. LE�e C��<
G 8â 
><�
�c J�		�I�, �.  U:/c�		 JI��	��� W�C MNB6E �K³�E �>�iC	�� 9P  

• 	��2<�3	�IÏ�C? (
�.�.��
� 8 =��Ä
U�4 �Y �M�8� /��<]�� � �[, >�K�
: 
��6�8 9) �6E �	j�� 9 �K³�8�	  /�C0>8K�\�H8 9 (j6���<6:�� J��)P  

• �3	��
�6G3�±� (����, i
<-�\	���)- �. 	 V6�<
G�L·�f<�8 =�� (����UG4) 
\	C:�DG�-����E, 
. 8K�\�H2��/2<�3 (o��<j64 ����), �. ���� 8�8�EL�,     
�. ���� <�  /�½I �5�6P 

• �
. LX<�8	8� J (��
�, �d�>�) �C�� 9 MN�� 9 2�G VD�C 9- �. 	�ç/��6 <� 
\�D�C��Ö< �		�I�, 
. LE�e C ��<
G <� kl	 ä
 �	<�L, �. 	�ç/��6-
mn<�p�4 LE�e C-�K��-�EM ���-\�D���<�P 

• LX\�DG6:U� (��.��.���`)- ���� (�
. >×G¸^/4 MN4 �K��-�� =	��?)P 
• oI�6 JL =�3 J���	4 (����) ��/ ��<
G�56� � �	�3�E 6:U���E 	C JC �- �. ��<
G-

<��
<�2<�3, 
. 	GØÃ�
G�3µ� (�	1:A	e�£?), �. �Äñ �B2��/, �. �>q�� =3�L�	e�£?,     
�. ��<
G3�±8 9 (j� \�U�), �. /��G��6 ���5�6� 2	I�  (D� 9 \�U�?), `. �3µ� 
	���q <�  �L·�f �	E  /
s
�, �. 	GØÃ�
G�3µ� (�	1:A	e�£?)P 

• L =A�<�f\�
j��? (�.�.����, 8E�:>�-Ä
���1��) – Surya-Siddhanta – An 
Astro-linguistic Study. 

• 	 V6�<
G? /E. K
j�
�>�>? (����, <=�µ �B �) L�
¸C��<
G4 L�B	e�£E �>�iC	�� 9P  
((((I)I)I)I)    /0�/0�/0�/0�14 	 V��<LER�?14 	 V��<LER�?14 	 V��<LER�?14 	 V��<LER�?----    
 �	UC3C���8� �<�? LE�e CLER�? R��/C�? 6B 	�����E �	�3�856�8� =L���E >�i�E 
	�77L�C 9P �B <� 	>E ��8:h�i �	\��?P oL�E LER���E �	3�E �		
GE �	]
\6�t ��6C �P  
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 �. U =�<=><�EU���	��	��>6? (/0�1 � >g�[�� v·���¸��8�� R��/C?),          

. <w�-U =�<=>-��K
���8 9 (v·���¸��8�� R��/C8 9), �. U =�<=>-W;2R8 9 (v·���-
¸��8�� R��/C8 9), �. U =�<=>-\ÚL	�>8 9 (\�Ä� >�LEK�� R��/C8 9), �. 8 =>C��U =�<=>8 9,   
�. <
�EI�-U =�<=>8 9, `. �	���
���	 V��<3:A-LER��8 9, >�K�
8 9 (Lé�C K:Z6�
/ =
8 9),    
�. �� =L���-�	\�U?, ��.�.	�. <�>��, >�K�
8 9, �. �	
����-8K��	��>6?, �8eCL
8 9 
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� R���f�
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�	>�-L:��/C8 9), ��. U =�<=>-
 �>�/ =
8 9 (/0�1 � >g�[�� �3 J����¸��8�� R��/C8 9), ��. /��G��<w�8K��	��>6?, 
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�GL� (/0�1 � >g�[�� /E. mn�£����L =�� R��/C?), �
. U =�<=>�ì
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��. U =�<=><=�µ�B8 9 (v·���-¸��8�� R��/C8 9), ��. �6���m�n8K��	��>6->�K�
8 9, 
��. k/��3<-�	��>6?, >�K�
8 9, ��. �6���	 V��<-�56�/�Õ8 9 (/0�1�	��	��>6?, 
Ip��U�8 9)P 
 W8�? 28 =i�? LER� oL� 9 /0�14P �<f= 	£ J8��/0�12��3� �	���
���-�	�1�=-
LE�e C-\�
C\�
C�-3:A-LER��-K:Z6�
/ =
�, /0�1�	��	��>6-Ip��U�4 �6���	 V��<-
�56�/�Õ �	 kh�i��68 9 �� =L���<�6r 2I>�C, CB��/ �6���	 V��<-�56�/�Õ4 
�	�3��	���E 	C JC � 	 V��<�56� �P �C÷�ÕE  ��`� C8� 	D� LER��/C8 9P �� 6�	�B D��A<�? 
3:AMN� �� =L��Ce�\? 2]=C�?P oI�6�
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¸C�-¸��8�3J����L
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�8 9P 
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8�C�� =L���<�6r 	C JC �P  
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�  UNESCO proclaimed the tradition of Vedic chant as Masterpiece of the Oral and 

Intangible Heritage of Humanity on November 7, 2008.    
�  The missionaries reported that most Brahmins knew little of the Vedas and often 

did not well understand even the little that they did know. The only European to 
have read parts of the Vedas before the 1720s—the Jesuit Roberto Nobili—knew 
the Vedas described sacrifices to multiple deities. He called these deities idols 
and thought Vedic ideas superstitious rather than sublime. It was another Jesuit, 
Étienne Le Gac, who responded to the call from Paris in the 1720s for copies of 
the Vedas. In his first response he wrote that the whole venture was useless. Five 
years later, even as he dispatched copies of the Vedas to Paris, he predicted—
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accurately—that the books would serve only as a spectacle in Europe, and he 
repeated that he thought acquiring them a waste of money ............. 

 This was contained in an account of “the opinions, rites and ceremonies of the 
Gentiles of India,” written by a Portuguese friar, Agostinho de Azevedo, most 
likely in the late 1580s. ............. One of the earliest Portuguese writers on India, 
Duarte Barbosa, describes the Brahmins in Malabar as “learned in their idolatry,” 

 ............. The first Jesuit to name the Vedas is Jacome Fenicio, who had been in 
India since 1584, ............. Nobili is the first European known to have read parts of 
the Vedas. In a number of his works defending his strategy of tolerating aspects 
of Brahminical lifestyle among his converts, he cites directly from the texts 
associated with the Black Yajur Veda. ............. The Absent Vedas, Will Sweetman 
University of Otago, Journal of the American Oriental Society 139.4 (2019).......    

�  In Europe, philological investigation of the Vedas began in 1838 with the 
publication of an edition of the first portion of the Rigveda by Friedrich Rosen in 
London. But it was the French Orientalist Eugene Burnouf, who taught at the 
College of France in the 1840s, who gathered around him a circle of pupils who 
later became prominent Vedic scholars. Among them were Rudolph Roth, who 
wrote a book on the history of Veda, and F. Max Müller, who edited the Rigveda 
along with the commentary of Sayana which first appeared in 1849. Theodore 
Aufrecht published a complete translation of the text of the hymns of the 
Rigveda in 1861-1863. Max Müller remarked that with the introduction of 
Rigveda to the West, “a new world was opened up    
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�� 2� 34�� 2= 8	 �
J�	b 	 � 2� 
< 52 
l�HI�4 I� ;�	�R  

 
 ��b 2�  .�/� �
2�4 9� �= 9�r�È ?�@ 9

 W ;[ 8�â�/H IQ 
I 9�E�� 2�  �MU	 
�	 \4�� 	I� IQ, 9�E�� 2�  �
ÄP G� IQ, G��H�: �
�� 2�  �	 \4�� 
�� �MU	 ;[ 9�r�È ?�@ 
�N<2\< 4I� N QiH� 	I�R 4�;���2 §� ���	��H2 ?�@ 4 � – GOV=�<2 �
2�4 2� ?�@ 4 �  

 ��b 2= ��/	�, 
 �� 9�i 9�E�� 2= a�K:b J��� �	�; WH ;�		�, a�K:b 	 � 
 ��b 2= �M�, :I 
9�E�� �	 \4�� 	I� IQ, 9�E�� 2�  �
ÄP IQR a�K 
��b 2�  2HT W 	I� IQ, a�K:b 	 � 
 �� �</� 
	I�, 
 ��b 2�  �	;� WH� a�K 	I�R 4T�@ 4 � I� �/�s G��H 2�  �
o�� �	 \4�� �<V-�<V 

                                                                                                                                                      
 

2T ü:� \
�.�/�:� H Q�Ò��:41�IH�, ; Qk�:7�41�IH�, 2�i241�IH�, 2�9£<2i41�IH�, 2OX \;-.�/�:� 
Y�M W2-V�	=G:A9��¦2� 4�;
��41�IH�, � Q�;�	.�/�:� Y�M W2-V�	A9��¦2� 4�;
��-41�IH�, 
.O	2.�/�:� �X
W
��41�IH�, 9 Qý<��.�/�:� �X
W
��41�IH� M ��HR    

��  5
1 
 ��1 H��jÎ GV
�	T�K4Ò;LR �.Å�Ôr 9 \	� WØ� H9o� \1 VH= 
	; CRR HÎ �.Å3�.ÅQo \ 
.�/�G ����þ;� 2T H�LÑååÑ 
�: \9 \��7; C, 9

� W> W; C, K�@H;L (��) �D�:L    

��  
TP� ù<=�9�r Q
 Y¦
U= ù��2�LR 4��ê
	�H� a�
o�	�M�:� W�M6H�Ñ��Ñ h:;�M�H� 
:à���M��1 ¼�9:u�9R Y�M	=�H M .���j;Qa 4�^:; Q: \WHLÑ��Ñ...... 
�: \9 \��7; C, 9

� W> W; C, 
52=	K�@H;L (Ì�) �D�:LR    

��  ; Q/ �< �
���<, On the Current Situation of Vedic Śakhas ( In memoriam of Frits 
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2�4 �YR l	 
�� .�/�0 1 2�  �D:	 4 � 9H� M<H� IQ �2 
�� 
�t: q� 4�1ST �H2, 
G�K�v §� 4�;���2 ��
	 2�  3u�2 9I� 4 � � \½� �5 X �R 9�r�Èb 2� , �
.�KHL �
�� �<�� 
Y�� 2� ;�		� IQ �2 3����2 4;: ;[ �	 �2 .�/�5 Ç hHm A9 4 � 3M�<H X�, � Q4 �-� Q4 � 
���	��H2 2�Æ N	 � §� 
 Q��2 �
3b 2�  4�;���2 4¤i	 2�  2��7 2\f .�/�5 Ç 4E���H 
I=2� 3; \/ N	 V� §� 8	2� 34�� ����n: 4 � ��>2 �YR l4 3�«:� ;[ �	 �2 .�/�5 Ç 
�� I= V�R l4 32�� 
�� 2� 
H W;�	 41�IH� 
o\HL M:�	H .�/�0 1 2� 4�<	-4ªI IQ, 
��4;[ 3u�2 .�/� 	 � �9	 � 6 �k�:, G�K�v §� Y	 \£��	2 �
.�KH�0 1 2�  �	 \4�� :=V��	 ��:�R  

 9�r�Èb 2� ;�		� IQ �2 
��-.�/�0 1 2�  �
2�4 ;[ 4�;���2 §� ���	��H2 2��2 
;IØ9
7 W X �R ����0 1 §� ���
1.b 2� 41�67, 3>�	 Ê�Ë7 2\<b 2� 41Vi	, �	 \£�	b 2� 
Y
�:2H� §� 6 �k�: 4Ò� 4�K W, : � 4G� .�/�0 1 2�  ��oö §� 8	2�  34�� 2= 3G��
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2T �Ho\ �@�
>� G
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2�H� X �R ��	 .�/�0 1 2= ��¢ 41�67 �;<� §� ��	2� 3:=V �	 \£�	b ;[ �	:�;H A9 4 � 
¢��� I=H� �I�, 
 � ��>2 4;: H2 ���
H �I�R G��H�: ?�@ ;[ 
 �� .�/�G �� 4�;���2, 
���	��H2, GOV=�<2 �X
� ����-;I�����0 1 2�  2��7 	I� �Y, .�/� qI�HT-�D�H� 
a�K9�E�� 2�  2��7 4 � �Y IQ, aê
�� 52 IQ, 84 2� .�/� qI�HT-�D�H� a�K9�E�� 2�  
G �� I=	 � 4 � �<V-�<V .�/� I= V:� X�R l	 2�  3;�7 4
k
�t: ;[ 	@ 89<� IúR 

�
�
> ��¢b ;[ 
 �� 9��i:b 2� 89<�
�
> ��¢b ;[ 
 �� 9��i:b 2� 89<�
�
> ��¢b ;[ 
 �� 9��i:b 2� 89<�
�
> ��¢b ;[ 
 �� 9��i:b 2� 89<����H� 5
1 H� 5
1 H� 5
1 H� 5
1 GOV=�<2 ¼�	�:2�7GOV=�<2 ¼�	�:2�7GOV=�<2 ¼�	�:2�7GOV=�<2 ¼�	�:2�7    

 �
�
> 
��b 2� .�/�0 1 2= ;	�K� 
�� �MU2b J��� �
.�KA9 4 � 	�� 5
1 9
 WH;�<� 6 �kb 
4 � �=½� ��H� IQR M�7�
I– ;I���4 G�Å ;[ G� :� \
� 2� .�/�G �� 9� l4 H�I 2� �
M�� 
Y:� IQR 	; W�� 2� 8Ò� G�V 5
1 ��67 G�V ;[ 
 ��.�/� G �� 9� ;I�7 W
 q� �	 \4�� 8â�/ 
�Y IQR aê
�� 2� .�2< .�/� G��H ;[ �
�
> ��¢b ;[, 9 

 W ;[ �;�X<� (�NI��-	 �9�<) H2, 
	; W�� 2� ��67 ;[ 2T ü :� \
��� H Q�Ò��: .�/�, 	; W�=Ò� ;[ . \ø:� \
�, 4�;
�� V \���H ;[, 
�X
 W
 �� .O	2 V \���H ;[ 5
1 �X
 W
 �� 9 Qý<�� .�/� 2��;�� §� 0�s.� ;[ 3M�<H �I�R 
2��;�� ;[ :� \
� 2�  2�i2.�/� 5
1 �X
 W
 �� 2�  9 Qý<�� .�/� 2�  9�i� X �R I��:�7� ;[ 
:� \
� 2� 2�9£< .�/� 4h� 3M�� ;[ X�R ;I���! 2�  2b27 ;[ :� \
� �I��:2=.� .�/� 
�G� G� ���
H IQR 2� �" ;[ 2T ü:� \
�– 
�>
<.�/� 2�  
TP 
��9�i� 2\f IúR 2� �7 ;[ I� 
aê
��-N�À< .�/�	 \:�:� aê
�� 
��9�i� IúR l4 ¼�	�:2�7 4 � 3�H.�è �	:;b 2�  �IH � 
�5 G� .�/�VH ;m 8 ��7 ;[ G �� §� �	 \£��	2 �U� 	@ 3H�H I=H � IúR 
H W;�	 ;[ 
 �� 
.�/� 3M<	 G� l4 ��HI��42 GOV=�<2 �
H�7 2= 3�H�N�¨H 2�H� IQR  
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Ü�;LR lH���.�K \ 
 ��.�/:=�
G�V 8ßH�R H  ;I�7 W
� - 9T�X�� ;D��/� M 
	;W�� 9��2��H WH�R ��67=Ò�:=G� WV � .�/� 
���r 8ßH�Ñ�Ñ 	;W�� ��67� G�V � Y9o#�Z<�:	�R 
��7�:	� �9ý<� M :`2j��
G��V	LÑ�Ñ ;�D�z	� .���:	� 2OX \;� .O	2� HX�R 	;W�=Ò�G�V � M 
:`2j��
G��V	LÑ�Ñ H \¤� 2T ü� HX� V=�� 4ù�� �./��
�>R Y Y$��.9: WU1 
NçTMr�Z<�:	�ÑÉÑ 8Ò�� V \� W�� � �.� 
 ��= NçTM v��HLR 2OK�H2� Ê�Ë71 M .�/� .���:	� �¼H�ÑÌÑ 
Y$��� ��67�% �:� V=�� 4�V� Y
�>R :� \
�o \ H Q�Ò��: Y9o¨� 3�H�£H�Ñ�Ñ 
4ù�� 9
WH�����
.�1 	 Qau 4�V��H CR �I��:2�.� .�/� M 9.\W��;Î 4�^>OÑåÑ ;:
�9
WH�  Q
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� C V \� W���.HLR ���� 
�:���.�Ò \ ; Qk�:7� 3�H�£H�Ñ�Ñ �¤
¤2�<¤�r 2�	�	= V \� W�oX�R 

��4	 �:� .�/� M ;�D�z	� 3�H�£H�Ñ�Ñ a�K7� :�`
& �	 4
W� �.�K \ �
oTH�R 
��4	 �:-
��Î 
3X;� 2��
41̀ 2�Ñ��Ñ l�H    
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;O�/2 9�;O�/2 9�;O�/2 9�;O�/2 9�EEEE��������    5
1 
 ��5
1 
 ��5
1 
 ��5
1 
 ��    41�67 41�67 41�67 41�67 2�  9��E��2 89�: 2�  9��E��2 89�: 2�  9��E��2 89�: 2�  9��E��2 89�:     

 .�/�0 1 2� ;O�/2 41�67 3�M�	 a�K:b HX� 
��9��i:b J��� �uU 8  2=�p 2�  
NO�P2 5
1 ;O�/2 H2	�2b 2�  ;�D; 4 � �2:� V:�R l4;[ 4N4 � 3; \/ Y>��G
H 9P�H 
41�IH�-9�i IQ, ��4;[ 
 �� 41�IH�-
�t: 2= a�K:b J��� 89��@ 4�;�j «; 2�  �	 \4�� h� 
4�IH ._.L 9�i �2:� ��H� IQR l42�  ��H���, «;-9�i H2	�2 2� 3:=V �2:� ��H� IQ, 
��4;[ 9�i 2�  ._b 2= 9� 9�i �	 \4�� �	�� �@ «; 4 � �=s	 � 9�, HX� 84 «; 4 � N�� N�� 
8 ��7 2� àT�H 2= ;�N
H �2:� ��H� IQR aê
��, :� \
�-2T ü:� \
� H Q�Ò��: .�/� ;[, 
. \ø:� \
� 2�  ;�D�z	 5
1 2��
 .�/� ;[ �@ �
2T �H-9�i�� Iú, ��4;[ 9�b 2� .��=� 
�
�
> «; 4 � 9 \	L-9 \	L 9� Y
T�Ò 2� 4h� 8 ��7 «; �9	�:� ��H� IQ, ��44 � �D�2� 
9�i2 2�  àT�H 2O.< ;[ ?�H� I=H� IQR l' 
 ��.�/�0 1 ;[ ­	-9�i 	�;2 8  9�i 9P�H 2� 
89:=V G� �2:� ��H� IQ, �= 4
ÐcT @ 
�� 9�i«; IQR l	 9�i 9P�H:b 2�  ;�D; 4 � 

 ��41�IH� :X�
H C �9��
H W	�:H� N	� �IH� IQR ­	 9�i 2�  N�� ;[ 
 �� 
7 W-«; 
 Q��2 9�i-
9�E�� 2� 52 8^H �
>� IQ, l4 ;[ 3u�2 9� 2� 9�i 2�  �	 \A9 ;[ 
7 W, 84 2� 9�9�i 2� 
h� 4�IH 8â�/ �2:� ��H� IQ, l4 ;[ �	 \«; 4 � �6�, 8	 2� h� 2� G� 9�i I=H� IQR 

 :I�Ç 9� 	I�, 
7g 2� �	 \«; 4 \��6H �2:� ��H� IQ, HX� h�-�6� 2� 8 H; 4�>	-
8��Ò-�	 \��Ò-h��H 2� 4
( 41�67 G� l4 
7 W-«; ;[ �2:� ��H� IQR l	 ;O�/2 9P�H 
J��� 4h� 
�� �D:	 2�	� I� 
�� �D:	 2� 4I� �X W ;[ 
 �� 2� �6� IQR 
 �� 
�t: ;[ 
�
�;�	 q��: §� G�K�v �
.�KH�0 1 2= 4;¾	� 2� 
< 
�� 2� �X W 4¨©� �6� ;[ 52 
�
<¨	 IQ, ; \è H= 4h� 
�� 9�i I� 
 �� 2� �6� IQR 
I� 
 �� 2� ��
U 9�E�� IQR  

.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9    ----    YU��2 YU��2 YU��2 YU��2 2��7 2��7 2��7 2��7     

 4;: 2�  �D�H� 2�  �G�
 ;[, h�D�: 2�  �G�
 2�  4�X �	 �2 .�/�5 Ç >���->��� �� I= 
V�R l42�  2v 2��7 X �R 4N4 � 9I<�, nOH �	 \£�	b 2� )�4 I=	� IQR >���->��� 4;�� 2�  
4I�: 	I� �;<	 � 2�  2��7 :` §� �j 
 Q��2 3:=V 2; :� �� I=	 � <V �R l4 4 � 
 �� 2�  
:��`2 3:=V H= <VGV 4;�� 3�: I= V:�, 2� 
< 2��:�V I� �I V:�, nOH 3:=V ��3�: 
I= V:�R *4�� 2��7 9��E��2 �.67 9P�H:b 2� p
p	� X�, ��42�  9��7�;hA9 
1.-�	 \-

1. `�	 2� 4I� Io�U�7 <VGV 4;�� 4� I= V:�, �X
� 2�i	 I= V:�R l42�  
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��H���, Y�X W2 ��¼�H� §� 4I� A9 ;[ 9��E��2 
�� V \Ä-2\<b 2� 2;� G� .�/�0 1 2�  
��oö 9� 3�H2
 < 3G�
 s�<�R 
�� �.67 41¼�	b §� Y¼� 5
1 
 �� ;[ �p
p �uU 
nP�, 
 �� �	£ Ê�Ë7 9��
��b 2� 4;X W	 2;�=� I= V:�R MOX� 2��7 X�, Y> \�	2 �.6� 
§� 9 \o2-Y>���H �D:	 2� 3G�
, ��4	 � ;O�/2 9�E�� 2= 3�H¼��9H 2�	� . \A 
2� ��:�R Y� 2�  4;: ;[ 9 \o2 G� Ip V:�, ;=N�v< Y�nH 
��9�i �I V:�, ��4 4 � ;	 
§� ;�oÀ �=	b 9� 3G�
 I= �I� IQR l42�  4�X I� 52 V��� YU��2 4�p :I G� 
8G�� IQ �2 �	 �2 
��9�i� N�I�� M;2-�;2 §� GO�H2 Y2K W7b ;[ �Ç 42� 4�14���2 

�	:� ;[ ��>2 �<� I= V5, ��44� 
 �� 4�>	� §� 
�� �D:	 4;9 W7 ;[ 2;� Yv; 
�� 2= 
��
	-4�>	� 2�  ¼�	 9� Y: 2� 4�>	, 52 32�� 2� “
>�Ä V�:” 4;¾	 � 2� 3
T�Ò N+ 
Vv, ��4	 � 
 Q��2 9�E�� 2� Y¦� = 2�i¼�2�7 2= G�H� 4 � 2;�=� 2� ��:�R l	 
.�/�0 1 2� <=9 ; \èHL >���->��� §� YU��2 2��7b 2�  M<H� �Y, 2\f 2� 2��7 
4;�� IQ, 2\f 2� 2��7 
 Q��2 h:1 G� Iú R  

.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9.�/�0 1 2� <=9    ----    N�I�� 2��7N�I�� 2��7N�I�� 2��7N�I�� 2��7    

 Y� 2�  4;: ;[ 
 ��-.�/�0 1 2�  <=9 2� �¼�H �24� 52 2��7 2� 9��7�; 	I�, N�Ã 
��­ W2�< 4 � 4���<H �	 �2 4�;���2, Y�X W2 §� 4�1ST �H2 9��
H W	b 2� 41: \� �	ÀK W IQR 
;D2�< 2�  2\f ���	��H2 ��¼�H�0 1 §� 4Ò�-9��
H W	b 	 � 9�E��VH 
�� V \Ä2\<b, 
Yn;b §� 
��9�i-2[  b 2= N�H 6�H 9�ÇM�v, 
I� <V�H�� Y> \�	2 2�< ;[, �
.�KHL 
52A9 �.6�37�<�, 52 A9 9��6� 37�<� ���� I=	 � 2�  2��7 Y���
2� §� ö��H 
�=�V�� 9� 2� �ÆH �.6�-37�<� 2�  34�� 4 � 
 �� V \Ä2\<b ;[ �
���X W:b 2� �	�U� �G�
 
I=H� V:�R �
��XÓ N�I�� �
�� 2� 0� �	2< V:�R 
�� �qI��b 2� G
�;-�	 \��	 �
¼� 2�  
4;�� I=	 � §� ��:< 5��p 41ST �H 2�  3G�
 4 � 
 ���D:	 2�  �<5 Y
�:2 4�; \���:2, 
�� 
2� �<5 Y
�:2 9��4� §� Y
�4�: 41�M	�5 Ç 	@ I= V�; �qI��, ÊË��: 4N �o 2� 
��: � V:�, �qI��b ;[ �9�pW;[p N	 V:�, 
 �� �D:	 2� �<5 Y
�:2 9��4� 	I� �I�, 
 �� 
�D:	 <VGV 4;�� I= V:�R 4�X I� �� × É� � Q4 � f=p� G
/�sb 9� N	 � 4��;H Y
�4b 
;[ YM�: W 2�  4�X �	
�4 2� �	 �2 
�� �
���X W:b 2= �/	�, 8	2�  YM��, �	 \.�4	 §� 
�	�U� 
�� h�D�: �Ô�4 2= N	�5 �/	� ��
I���2 A9 4 � �4�
 I= V:�R 

 l4� «; ;[ ;�z�b 2� hA9 G� ��92 A9 4 � 9��
�H WH �Y IQ – �= ;�z�-41¼�	 
2G� 
��, 
 ���¤ §� nOH-9�E��0 1 2�  ��
U 2�Æ X �, 
 � �	 �2 ¼�	b 9� Y:-4�>	, 
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8¥
-3N©	 §� 2;W2��s-3>�	 V�H�
�>:b H2 4��;H I= V5R 2\f �
�.@ §� 9�E�� 
�	£ ;�z�b 2= f=½2� ��>2�1. ;�z�-3.�4	b ;[ 
 �� 9+�	 � I�H \ 	 9:� W� Y�X W2 4I�:H� 
89<� IQ, 	 ��­ W2�<�	 41�67 2� 	@ :=�	� §� 	 I� ��>2���:b 2� 
 Q��2 �
�� 2�  3�H 

 Q4� NO�P2 
 4�>	�¦2 4;9 W7 �I�R l42� 9��7�; :I �Y �2 �I�Ç 2I� 
 ���D:	 2� 
	�;;�k �
.�K NM� IQ, 
I�Ç G� 
I ; \èHL 9
�� 2�  �<5 Y
�:2 4��;H ;mb – � Q4 � 
Ä 9�i, n�4
� Y�� – H2 �4;p V:� IQR 4E
7 W 
 �� 2�  «;NP, .�/�VH §� 
Kg H2 
M<	 � 
�<� �D:	 2= “��
I���2 89:=V 	 I=	 �” 2� >��7� 2�  2��7 �	 \9:=V� ;�	� 
��	 � <V� IQ, ��44 � 9
7 W 
 ���D:	 2� 9�E��, �= G��H�: NO�P2 41ST �H 2� Y>���.<� 
X�, Y� <VGV 4;��� 2� �¼�H ;[ 9�ÇM M \2� IQR 

4;2��<24;2��<24;2��<24;2��<2    ��
	 . Q<� 2� ��
	 . Q<� 2� ��
	 . Q<� 2� ��
	 . Q<� 2� 
.
.
.
.G�
G�
G�
G�
    

 4;2�<�	 : \V ;[ M�� 9 \ÄK�Xg ;[ >; W §� ;=6 2� �9 �6� �X W §� 2�; 2� 0� N+H� 
¾ \2�
 ��
	 2= GO�H2
��� ��G�
j�4    ((((materialistic orientationmaterialistic orientationmaterialistic orientationmaterialistic orientation)))) 2� 0� <� V:� 
IQR l44 � ��­ W2�<�	 4�>	�, 52�qH� �
�> ((((attention spanattention spanattention spanattention span)))), 52�qH� §� ;�	�42 
�	 \.�4	 «;.L 2;�=� I=H � M<� V5 IúR l4 �¼�H 2= §� V��� N	�	 � ;[ ;=N�l< �=	;=N�l< �=	;=N�l< �=	;=N�l< �=	, , , , 
�s��p< ;��s:��s��p< ;��s:��s��p< ;��s:��s��p< ;��s:�, , , , 4=.< 	 �p
�24=.< 	 �p
�24=.< 	 �p
�24=.< 	 �p
�2// //V V V V §� �	�1H� 0000�	 5�	 5�	 5�	 511119=9=9=9=����� � � � 2� �	7� W:2 G
�;2� IQ, ¡b�2 
: � ;�oÀ ;[ ö��H 4 \/ 4 � � \½� s=9�;�l	-M��<H 9 \�S�� M«    ((((dopaminedopaminedopaminedopamine----driven driven driven driven 
reward cyclesreward cyclesreward cyclesreward cycles)))) 2= 4�«: �/H� Iú §� VI	 D�	, 52�qH� §� ��­ W2��<2 àT�H 2� 
4 \?+�2�7    ((((deep focusdeep focusdeep focusdeep focus, concentratioconcentratioconcentratioconcentrationnnn, HX� longlonglonglong----term memory term memory term memory term memory 
consolidationconsolidationconsolidationconsolidation)))) 2� 6;H� 2= N��>H 2�H � IúR 9��7�;hA9 �I�Ç 9 

 W2�< ;[ . \P YI��, 
�	 \.��4H ��	M:� W §� �	:�;H �Ô�4 2�  2��7 �4 N�� 41X� (repetition) 4 � I� ;m 
à�7 memorizememorizememorizememorize I= ��H� X�, 
I� Y� �
��XÓ I���b 
 ��;mb 2= 
Kg H2 retainretainretainretain 2�	 � 
2� 2�	� G� 	I� 2� 42H�, 2�i¼�2�7 9� N< ��	 � 4 � I� 2v f�k G:G�H I= ��H � IúR   

 l4 NO�P2 
N W<H� 2= §� N+�	 � 
�<� 52 ;IØ9
7 W 2��2 IQ Y> \�	2 �4�:	 
Y>���H YI�� 89� ((((chemicalchemicalchemicalchemical----based diet productbased diet productbased diet productbased diet product))))—2�p	�.2b §� 8
 W�2b 4 � 
: \� 4�2�:�Ç, :m 41S���H YI�� ((((processed foodprocessed foodprocessed foodprocessed food)))) HX� I�;Ð	 §� �;<�
p 4 � 
3G��
H *> 5
1 
ê>-8ñ��, �= H�m2� Hm, ;�oÀ h�3 ((((nervous systemnervous systemnervous systemnervous system, brain brain brain brain 
healthhealthhealthhealth)))) §� 41̀ �	�¦2 2�: W ((((cognitive functioncognitive functioncognitive functioncognitive function)))) 9� 3�H2
 < 3G�
 s�<H� IúR 
Y: \
� §� Y> \�	2 H�m2� �
`�	 ((((neuroscienceneuroscienceneuroscienceneuroscience))))—�=	b I� ­TH 2= àT�H 41
> W2 
((((memory enhancermemory enhancermemory enhancermemory enhancer))))    5
1 ; �>� �4�:	5
1 ;�>� �4�:	5
1 ;�>� �4�:	5
1 ;�>� �4�:	 ;�	H � IúR �N V�: 2� M��� I� ��4�:�	2 4 � �<� 
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I= §� *>, �I�, f�f, ;�/	 5
1 ­��É 4�IH 4G� s�:��-8ñ�� �;<�
p ((((adulterationadulterationadulterationadulteration)))) 
4 � qo Ib, HN 8	;[ Y
�:2 9=K7 4¨©� 8Ò; V \7 ((((nutritional integritynutritional integritynutritional integritynutritional integrity)))) .�K 
	I� �I 9�H � IúR �;<�
p� M��� 4 � �;<�
p� *> 5
1 �j 8ñ�� I� 3�� IbV �R l4 32�� 
;=N�l<-Y�nH ��
	. Q<�, ��4�:�	2 YI�� §� GO�H2 <Ü-3>�	 ;�	�42H� 2�  41: \� 
3G�
 4 � Y� H�4, �¼� §� ��­ W2�<�	 ;O�/2 àT�H 9�E�� ((((oral memory oral memory oral memory oral memory 
traditiontraditiontraditiontradition)))) 2� 6: I=H� �� �I� R 

 9

 W2�< ;[ 8  o��: V \7
Ò�
�<� 
 �� V \Ä, 
 ��9�i.�<�5 Ç §� V \Ä2\< 2� 
< 
���D:	 
2�  2�Æ I� 	I� X �, N�Ã 
I�Ç Y: \
� 2� G� 4;q A9 4 � q� 9�5 9�i 4�IH 3:=V �Ô�4 
I=H� X�R §K>�: 9O>b 2�,  � V \7 �
`�	 2� �D:	 I=H� X�, 
 ��V \Ä h:1 
 Q� G� I=H � X � 
§� �
���X W:b 2= 	 2� 
< ;m �
�� §� 
���¤ 9+�H � X �, N�Ã .�����2, ;�	�42 §� 6�: \ 
h�3 2�  �<5 Y: \
��2 `�	 §� §K�>:b 2� �	:�;H 4 �
	 G� 2��H � X �R Ê�Ë� 
(Bacopa monnieri), .�9 \]� (Convolvulus pluricaulis) � Q4� àT�H-
> W2�Ì 
�½�-N
�p:�Ç §� �j Y:\
��2 §K�>:�Ç, �	:�;H §� . \P A9 4 � 4 �
	 4 � > Q: W, 52�qH� 
§� ��­ W2��<2 àT�H .�� 2= 4 \?+ 2�H� X�R �2U \ Y� l	 3�2T �H2, 4��Ø2 §K�>:b 
2�  4 �
	 2� 2;�, 2� �;2<-3>�	 YI�� §� ��
	. Q<� 2�  2��7 ;�	�42 6;H� §� àT�H 

                                                           
 
�É  
�H�9Ò32T H:= 
�H�9Ò�
2���7LR M6 \À�;�L 6H�L 6�7� 
TP� N�<�oX�ÁN<�LÑÉ�Ñ 
 Y: \L32K W2�;�r N<
7Wh���X W	LR 9 \�@2�;�L 3��2�;�L 4O2\;�:� W�X W	r :�ÑÉ�Ñ 
 ��ð=�LàT�H;�>��%N \P��Æ:N<��X W	LR �9N �: \L 4�9 W��H� Wr ��I.��
K��%�GLÑÉ�Ñ M�241�IH�, 4
k¼�	 
 Ashtamangal Ghrita contains eight drugs –Brahmi (Bacopa monneri,Vacha 

(Acorus calamus), Pippali (Piper longum), Sareva (Hemidesmus indicus), 
Kushtha (Saussurea lappa), Siddarthaka (Brassica campestris), Saindhava (Rock 
salt), and Ghrita (Traditionally prepared butter), oil). This formulation has been 
used as a Medhya, Smritivardhaka and Rakshoghna (Enhance memory & 
cognitive function as well as it protect from the infection).    

�Ì  REJUVENATION RESEARCH Volume 16, Number 4, 2013  Mary Ann Liebert; 
Neuro-pharmacological Review of the Nootropic Herb Bacopa monnieri 
Sebastian Aguiar and Thomas Borowski. Uabundit N, Wattanathorn J, 
Mucimapura S, Ingkaninan K. Cognitive enhancement and neuroprotective 
effects of Bacopa monnieri in Alzheimer’s disease model. J Ethnopharmacol. 2010    




�� .�/�0 1 2� 34�� 5
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;[ �V��
p Y	 � <V� IQ, ��44 � I���b 
 ��;1kb 2= ��­ W2�< H2 21 i¼ �/	� 2�i	 I= V:� 
IQ, ; �>� 4�;ìW G� 6�7 I= V:�R 

aê
��aê
��aê
��aê
��    2� 2� 2� 2� .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 ;[ .�/� ;[ .�/� ;[ .�/� ;[ .�/� 3M<	3M<	3M<	3M<	    

 9 

Ð� 2��7b 2�  9��7�; A9, Y� 2� 
< aê
�� ;[ .�2< .�/� I� 9 
7 W A9 ;[ ���
H 
IQR .���:	 .�/� 2�  52 �= I� 
 �� 9�i� N�14
�s� ���¼�	 ;[ NM � Iú, l4 .�/� 2� §� 
�j aê
�� .�/�0 1 �� 2� �N <VGV 9
7 W A9 4 � <=9 I= M \2� IúR M�7�
I�å 2�  �	 \4�� 
l	;[ 9�ÇM .�/�:[ 3>�	 X�- .�2<, N�À<, YZ<�:	, .�û�:	 HX� ;��s
2�:	R l	 
.�/�0 1 2� G� 2v 89.�/�:[ X�, �2U \ l4 4;: .�2< .�/� 52;�k 89.�/� I� 3�� 
I=H� IQR .�2< 	�;2 a�K I�, �= Y� 2�  9��2o�	VH �4:�<2=p 2�  �	
�4� X �, .�2< 
.�/� 2�  ;m9�ib 2�  3
H W2 X � R l4 .�/� 2� 41�67 �
.�K A9 4 � 2\f 6 �kb ;[ Y� G� 
�	�U� A9 4 � 2�i¼ A9 ;[ I=H� IQR :I .�2< .�/� ��	 �
3b 2� ;
< .�/� IQ 
 Q4 � �
3 
H�;"	�s\, 2	� Wp2,2� �", Y$ 3��. §� H �<1V�	�, ;I���! 2�  9 \7 � §� 	��42 6�k, �NI��, 
9

Ó 8Ò� 3��., ���¼�	, 0�s.� HX� �;�X<� 6 �k ;[ IúR :I .�2< .�/� 9

 W ;[ Y� 2� 
��V��	o�	 4 � <�2� 	 �9�< H2 �
oTH 6 �k ;[ 34���H X�R .�2< .�/� ��	 2� ;
< 
.�/� Iú 
 Q4 � �
3 H�;"	�s\, 2	� Wp2,2� �", Y$ 3��. §� H �<1V�	�, ;I���! 2�  9 \7 � §� 
	��42 6�k ;[ IQR l	 4G� 6 �kb ;[ .�2< .�/� 2�  �	 \:�:� �	:�;H A9 4 � 41�IH�9�i, 
«;9�i, �p�9�i §� ­	9�i H2 
�� �
2T �H 9�i 2� �	:�;H �Ô�4 2�H � Iú, ��44 � 
 �� 2� 
9�i §� 8 ��7 
1.-�	 \-
1. �6 \�7 N	� �IH� IQR ;I���! ;[ �G� G� �.q�� �D:	 
9�E�� 41��6H IQR l4 .�/� 2�  8 ��7 8¤��� 9�i, 2��� 9�i HX� ;I���! 9�i 2�  A9 ;[ 
3M�<H IQR aê
�� 2� 9�9�i 2= .�2� a�K 37�H ;�	� ��H� IQR  

 

 

                                                           
 
��  
�: \9 \��7; C, 9

� W> W; C, K�@H;L (��) �D�:L  
 aM= VTI�ö� 9 Q<o\ �G�Ò��>� 9 \	LR... lÆ3;H:� M Q2�1 �JH�:�1 N�À<�: MR MHäL 41�IH�L 2T ö� 

N�À�<�J ��4Ò;LR �.Å�	D�9:�;�4 . \n
K��G�H�	 C �IH�	 CÑ�ÌÑ N=>U \ 3X;�1 4�/�1 
�JH�:�;4�%;�i�; CR 9���.�1 HTH�:U \ :�`
&;X�9�; CÑ��Ñ lÆ3;�H��2�U \ 41�IH�1 �J�4Ò;LR 
................�2�L 3X;o�K�1 Hà��j= �XU�LR N�À�<r G��J�� l�H .�/�3
H W2LÑ��Ñ ��
�;ko\ 
.�2�= `�	�I���
�� WHLR..............(YV� 4 \��­ W 4
M� IQ)    

�å  M�7�
I �.� 4
kR    
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:� \
� :� \
� :� \
� :� \
� 2� 2� 2� 2� .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 .�/�5 Ç §� 
H W;�	 �¼�H�¼�H�¼�H�¼�H    

 ; \èHL :� \
� 2� �= 3>�	 �
G�V Iú . \ø :� \
� 5
1 2T ü :� \
�R 
��4	 �:� .�/� 
. \ø:� \
��� 2� 3; \/ .�/� IQ R . \ø :� \
� 2�  �UV WH �= 3; \/ 9�i 9�E��5 Ç 3M�<H IúR 
l	;[ ;�D�z	 9�E��, �= ; \è A9 4 � �
9 9
 WH 2�  8Ò� G�V ;[ �
.�KHL 8Ò��/�s, 
I��:�7�, 91��N, 8Ò� 3��., �NI��, 	 �9�<, ;D 3��., ���¼�	 §� ;I���! ;[ 41��6H IQR 
. \ø:� \
� 2� *4�� 3; \/ 9�i 9�E�� IQ 2��
 9�E��, :I �
.�K2� 9

Ó ;I���!, V \���H, 
0�s.�, Y$� 2�  2\f G�V, 2	� Wp2, H�;"	�s\ 2�  2\f 6 �kb, N1V�<, �4;, 8s�.� 2�  2\f 
G�Vb ;[ IQR l	 �=	b 9�E��0 1 ;[ .�/� 2�  �	 \:�:� �	:�;H A9 4 � 41�IH�9�i, «;9�i, 
�p�9�i §� ­	9�i H2 
�� �
2T �H 9�i §� 8 ��7 2� �Ô�4 2�H � Iú, ��44 � 4h� 
;O�/2 9�E�� Y� G� �6 \�7 N	� �v IQR M�7�
I ;[ :� \
��� 2� �f:�4� 9�i.�/�0 1 
2� 8â�/ IQR ;I�7 W
 ;[ 
�:4	 �:� 9�i.�/� 2= 4
 W G��H�� ��� .�/� 2�  A9 ;[ 8â�/ 
�2:� V:� IQR   

2T ü :� \
�2T ü :� \
�2T ü :� \
�2T ü :� \
�----    

 2T ü :� \
� 2� .�/�0 1 ;[ 4N4 � 3; \/ IQ H Q�Ò��: .�/�, �= 
H W;�	 4;: ;[ ��67 
G��H ;[ ��92 A9 4 � 4h� 9�i ;[ ��6H IQR :I .�/� ; \èHL Y$ 3��., H�;<	�s\, 
2	� Wp2, 2� �<, H �<¤�	� §� ;I���! 2�  2\f G�Vb ;[ ���
H IQR H Q�Ò��: .�/� 2�  �	 \:�:� 
�	:�;H A9 4 � 41�IH�, Ê�Ë7, Y��:2 §� 89�	K� C 2�  9�i 2� 8  2=�p 2� �Ô�4 2�H � 
Iú §� l42�  4�X I� 41�IH�9�i, «;9�i, �p�9�i §� ­	9�i H2 4h� ;O�/2 
�� �
2T �H 
9�i 2� �Ô�4 2�H � IúR l: � «;9�i� �X
� ­	9�i� 2�  A9 ;[ 8  4í�	 3�� IQR 
H Q�Ò��:41�IH� 2�  9� 9�i 2= Yk�: a�K 37�H ;�	� ��H� IQR l42�  ��H��� 2T ü :� \
� 

                                                           
 
��  (:� \
�) 
�: \9 \��7; C, 9

� W> W; C, 52K�@H;L (��) �D�:LR 
 Q.E�:	V=k=Á4O :� \
�1 �2�:H CR 

Ks.��Hr HÎ��9 41�IH�	�1 �
2�2�LÑ�Ñ .......... :�`
&Î �.Å�o� 2�

 Q> �:.��<	LÑ�ÉÑ 
;D�z	r .�9 �:� �
��ê>r�á 8
<LR H�;�:7r 
��r HX� V�<
.Q�.��R Yp
� M HX� 97Ó 
��7� 
49��:7LÑ�ÌÑ 5u�H � 
���	L 3=��L �. 9< M 41àTH�LR .H;�2��>21  2T= 1 :� \K�1 
 Q �
2�2�LÑ��Ñ    

��  :� \
�Î Ks.��HG�� G
�UR Hk M�2� 	�; J��. G ��� G
�U, M�2� Yç�2�L 2i�L 3�ß2i�L 
2�9£<2i�r���:7�:� 
���:7�:� 
�Ò� WU
�:� Z �H�ZH�� §9;j
L 9�H��s	�:� ; Qk�:7�:�r ��HR Hk 
; Qk�:7�:� 	�; Ks C G ��� G
�U, ;�	
� 
���I� 
ÙG��f�V<�:� I��� 
�:�L �:�;�:	�:�r ��HR    

��  
��4	 �:� .�/� M ;�D�z	� 3�H�£H�Ñ�Ñ a�K7� :�`
& �	 4
W� �.�K \ �
oTH�R 
��4	 �:
��Î 3X;� 
2��
41̀ 2�Ñ��Ñ    
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2� �j .�/�5 Ç, � Q4 � ; Qk�:7� .�/� 2� 	�V9 \�, 9 \7 �, �>��V�� ;[, 2�i2 §� 2�9£< .�/� 
I��:�7�, ����¼�	,Y$3��. 2�  4��;H 6 �kb ;[ 41��6H IúR l	 �
<=9 2�  2V�� 9� /s� 
.�/�0 1 2� 41�67 ��>2H� q� A9 ;[ :� 49�, 
 QZ��
, �	u 9���:7 2� ;O�/2 
9�E�� 2�  ;�D; 4 � I=H� IQR 2T ü :� \
� 2�  ��H��� �j .�/�5 Ç � Q4 � ; Qk�:7�, 
�I��:2�.�, 2i, 2�9�< l	2� 9
7 W-�D:	 �� 3�: IQ, l:[  9 \	�Ó�
H 2�	 � I�H \ 3:�4 
���� IQR 

4�;
�� 4�;
�� 4�;
�� 4�;
�� 2� 2� 2� 2� .�/�5 Ç.�/�5 Ç.�/�5 Ç.�/�5 Ç    

 4�;
�� 2� ; \èHL �= G�V IQ - aM� §� V�	R 4�;
�� 2� .�/�5 Ç ; \èHL aM�0 1 2= 
V�	 A9 ;[ 9�i 2�	 � 4 � 41��6H �v IúR l	 aM�0 1 2� V�	 2�	� I=V�, �X
� :` ;[ lÆ��� 
��
H� 2�  Yç�	 ;[ V�	 2�  A9 ;[ 3:=V 2�	� IQR 3�M�	 2�< ;[ 4�;
�� 2� 52 I��� 
.�/��� 9�i-V�	 9P�H:�Ç 3M�<H X�, 8	 I��� 9�i-V�	 9P�H:b 2�  	�; G� �
�� Iú, 
�	D�: ;[ 4�;9�i 2�	 � 4 � lÆ 2�  
?�: \> 4 � H��sH I=2� : � .�/�5 Ç 	@ I= V� �4� 
9�E�� 4 � ;�	H � IúR M�7�
I 2�  ;I���4 G�Å ;[ �j 2\f 4�;
�� .�/�0 1 �� 2� 8â�/ 
IQR �2U \ 
H W;�	 ;[ 2� 
< H�	 .�/�5 Ç ���
H Iú – 2OX \;, ��7�:	�: §� � Q�;	�: 	�; 4 �R 
l	 ;[ 4 � 2OX \; .�/� 2� 41�67 ; \è A9 4 � H�;<	�s\, 2	� Wp2,	 CY1@ 3��., ;I���!, 
����¼�	, 8Ò��/�s, 
���74�, V \���H ;[ I=H� IQR  l4 .�/� 2�  �	 \:�:� 4�;V�	 2� 
�
.�K <:, ;�> \: W §� 8 ��7 2�  4�X 4�;V�	 2�H � IúR ��7�:	�: .�/� Y� 4��;H 6 �kb 
;[ 41��6H IQ, �
.�K2� 2	� Wp2 2�  I=^�
� H��2� ;[ I=4�2\ �" q�;, �
�:
�s�, �
.�/�-
9<7; C 2�  Y4 9�4 §� ;I���! 2�  2\f G�Vb ;[R � Q�;	�: .�/� 4N4 � 3�M�	 2�< 4 � 
4�;9��i:b J��� �Ôo .�/� ;�	� ��H� IQR l42� 41�67 ; \è A9 4 � 2� �< 2�  9�<A�½ 
��<� §� H�;<	�s\ 2�  2\f 
 Qü
 3��.b - �qI��b ;[ IQ, �
.�KHL n��¤; C 2�  
 Qü
 �
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��  9 \k;D�9:�;�4 4 \;U \;X � Q�;�	LR 4 \;U \r��9 4 \ö�	1 9 \k;D�9:BG \LR 4 \2;� W71 4 \H1 4 \ö� 

9 \k;D�9:BG \LR 4 4Iä;>�u�. \ 4 \2;� WáX 41�IH�LR .... (4�;
��) 
�: \9 \��7; C, 9

� W> W; C, 52K�@H;L 
(��) �D�:LR    

��  �	 \��:7�:�, 
�4 \��:7�:�, 
�Ò� WU��:�, 3�¿<aê
 Q	�
>�L, 3�M�	:=ê:�L, ��7�:	�:�M��HR Hk 
��7�:	�:�	�1 	
 G ��� G
�UR ��7�:	�:�L, .�C�:	�:�L, 4�u; \�<�L, /D<�L, ;I�/D<�L, <�¤<�L, 
2OX \;�L, VOH;�L, � Q�;	�:�r ��HR ...... �X 32���U��7�I Hk ��7�:	�:�	�1 4� G ��� G
�UR ��7�:	�:�L, 
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CONCEPT OF VEDIC RȘȘȘȘI : A CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

Dr. Sachidananda Mohapatra 

 

0.1. Prologue : 

  ������� �� ! "#$ � %�&! '$()*� + ������� �� ! "#$ � %�&! '$()*� + ������� �� ! "#$ � %�&! '$()*� + ������� �� ! "#$ � %�&! '$()*� + ,,,,    

        '$-.�/' *0/ *1� /�/2'�3 4 5�'&* & 6 78'$-.�/' *0/ *1� /�/2'�3 4 5�'&* & 6 78'$-.�/' *0/ *1� /�/2'�3 4 5�'&* & 6 78'$-.�/' *0/ *1� /�/2'�3 4 5�'&* & 6 78    9999 (Brhaddevata)  

 This is a famous kārikā quoted from the Brhaddevatā of Saunaka which puts forth 

some basic principles of studying Veda. The purport of this saying is that one must 

know the Rși i.e. the seer, the Chhandas i.e. the metre, and the Devatā i.e. the 

(concerned) deity of a mantra prior to its study, teaching and meditation etc. failing 

which he commits some kind of sin with these activities. 

 Here arises a question as to why one should know at all the names of the Rși, 

Chhandas and Devatā etc. ? In this paper an humble attempt is made to throw some light 

on the concept of Vedic Rși only. Why should one know the seer of a mantra ? What 

would be the problem if he does not know it ? What exactly the seer-concept, and its 

scope etc.? These are some fundamental questions which are dealt with here this paper. 

 The references of Rși or seer along with the chhandas and Devatā are found in 

almost all the four Samhitāš like Rk, Yajuș, Sāman and Atharva, where it is stated that 

the knowledge about the seer of the Vedic verse is a must before the study as well as the 

usage of the mantra for some ritualistic performances. The general definition of Rși as 

given in the Rksarvānukramaņi is : yasya vākyaṁ sa rșiḥ. That means the invoker of the 

mantra is the seer or rși and the subject matter of the mantra is the Devata1. The number 

of letters in a mantra is the chhandas2. Anyway, now let us see in what sense the word 

rși has been used in the Vedic verses. 

 After a close observation of the Rgvedic verses, it is observed that the main purport 

of the seers was to acquire different kinds of wealth, a good health, a smooth life free 

from any ailment, various types of help, all sorts of protections and worthy sons and 

                                                           
 
1  '� & *3 ;<&* 7� �*�&� , �=�� >3 6?)@2, B.C  
2  '�EF/�F)�@! &G#8 , �=�� >3 6?)@2, B.H 
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grandsons etc. from the vedic gods by pleasing them with good invocations. The seers 

through their live-invocations, used to reveal the mysterious forces which are very much 

indicated in the Rgvedic verses. For example : 

1.  ye ciddhi tvāmțşayaḥ purve juhure vase mahi/Rv.I.48.14  

2. Rșiņāṁ ca stutirūpa yajñaṁ ca mānuşāņām/Rv.I.84.2.  

3. ye ca pūrva rşayaḥ ye ca nūtnā/ 

 indra brahmāņi janayanta viprāḥ// Rv. VII. 22.9 

0.2. Definitions, Derivations & Etymology of Rșșșși : 

 On verification of Vaidika-padānukrama-kośa, it is found that the word rsi has 

occurred about 200 times in all the four saṁhitās and more than 500 times in the entire 

vedic literature in different forms. From this the importance of the word rsi in Vedas can 

be well imagined. However, the earliest occurrence of this word found in the second 

mantra of the first sūkta of the Rgveda is that, ‘agni pūrvebhirsibhirīdya nūtanairuta ? 

Here, rsi being used in the plural form of the third case affix, indicates that the fire god, 

Agni, was being worshipped by the ancient seers as he is being magnified by the modern 

seers.  

 rsayaḥ mantradraştāraḥ is a very well-known desinition of rși where it means that 

the seers visualised the Vedic mantras through their power of penance when they were 

in deep meditations1. According to a famous etymologist, Aupamanyava, the word rși 

has been derived from the root drś (darśane-to see) as they visualised the vedic verses. 

Quoting him Yāska writes in his Nirukta : ‘rșirdarśanāt/stomān dadarśa iti 

aupamanyavaḥ (Nir.2.11). Another derivation of rsi found in the Nirukta in that : 

'tadenāmstapasyamānān brahma svayambhvānarsat, tad rsiņām rșitvam'- iti vijñayate2. 

That means the mantras entered into the rșis when they were in deep meditations and 

thus they achieved these (mantras). Here, the word rși can be formed from the root ļs 

(gatau) with the suffix in. This derivation and meaning of Yāska is supported by the 

Taittarīya Aranyaka where the mantra is otherwise stated as brahma. 

 Besides, the Satapatha Brāhmaṇa also expresses similar type of meaning about the 

seers by stating śrameņa tapasā arişanta tasmāt rşayaḥ where the word rși seems to be 

derived from the root riş (tape) or 'to meditate'. 

 Thus, sși can be derived from three roots i.e. drs - darśane meaning ‘to see', rs - 

gatau meaning to go or move' and riş - tape meaing ‘to meditate'. Now, after a close 

                                                           
 
1  Cp. U�! ;V��' %F�WX�' %�� @�! )YZ['$ W��\ (Nir.7.3)   
2  Nir. 2.11 
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observation of all these derivations with regard to rși, it is found that whatever the root 

behind the word rși may be the main purport or meaning is that the seers visualised the 

Vedic verses at the time when they were in deep meditations or else the vedic verses (i.e. 

mantras) entered themselves into the minds of the rșis or seers during their time of 

austerity to which they (seers) revealed in words later. In both the cases, it is one and the 

same thing which is expressed in different language in our ancient Vedic texts. Yāska's 

saying, “sākṣātkrtadharmāņo rşayo babhūbuḥ1.. etc. may be a complementary line to this 

theory where he opines that at one point of time there was no need of any text-form 

(grantha) of Veda since the seers could visualise the Vedic mantras directly and use to 

bring those in their use as and when necessary. Besides, this is also supported by 

Saunaka in his Brhaddevatā where the words like mantradrk and apaśyat etc. are used 

for the seer See express their capability of visualising the vedic verses. 

 In the samvāda-sūkta of the Rgveda, Nadi (river), Paņi (a vanik) and Saramā (a 

dog) etc. are treated as the seers of the mantras. And the seership of these can be 

established according to the definition of rși given in the Rksarvānukramani : yasya 

vākyaṁ sa rşih2, which means that who ever is the speaker of the mantra may be a 

conscious being or unconscious object, becomes the seer of the vākya i.e. mantra. And 

accordingly, the seership of nadi, saramā and paņi etc. are genuine - 

 It becomes more interesting when the use of the word rși is found for different 

vedic deities like Agni and Indra etc. For example - 

 a. agniriddhi pracetā agnirvedhastama rșiḥ./ Rv.WI.14.2  

 b. arcanti tvā marutaḥ pūtadakşāstvametāmặşirindrāsi dhīraḥ// Rv.V.29.1.etc.  

 In the above two vedic verses, Agni and Indra are addressed as rși respectively, 

where they are considered to be omniscient i.e. atīndriyadrastā krāntaprajña or sarvajña 

etc. 

0.3. Medium of Revealation of Veda : 

 From the ancient time till date, people who have deep faith and love towards Indian 

tradition and culture do believe that, Veda is not written by any human being; rather it in 

an invaluable gift of the Supreme Being for the welfare of the human race in particular, 

and for all the living beings in general (apauruseyaṁ vākyaṁ vedaḥ). And thus, it is too 

ancient and eternal to get perished under any circumstances3 . This Veda is such a 

                                                           
 
1  Nir. 1.20 
2  �=�� >3 6?)@2 - B.d 
3  a. ��e/�2') 4, f-dC �3���)g��Gh�! i 6�&F�jF& 6>k�) 4 ,  
 b. �*�m /n' k�g! 3 ))�F 3 52' >�& , �o�>�*� - 10.8.32 
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knowledge par excellance, the breathing of Lord Parameśvara1, which creeps into the 

divine mind of the seers when they were in deep meditations and thus, revealed herself 

through them2. This was such an unparalleled speech which came out of the unknown 

and unprinted and entered the cave of the seers, who were as divine as the Supreme 

Lord. Later these seers established themselves as the real knower of this Vedic 

knowledge. 

0.4. The Etymological Nature of Vedic Language : 

 The words used in vedas by these seers are not the words of common man having 

limited meanings; but it is a language which is full of symbols and adjectives having 

more one meaning. Almost each work conveys several layers of meanings and is fall of 

spiritual manners, and in some way or the other, it denotes the Supreme Being. 

Consequently, there emerges more than one meaning from the words of the Vedic 

mantras. For example, the meaning of the word Gau is the spiritual light, the light of 

knowledge, the ordinary light, the sense - organs (indriyāņi) and also the earth. 

Likewise, Uşas is both the spiritual dawn or the divine sun-rise as well as the natural 

sun-rise. The word Soma used in the mantras denotes not only some medicinal plants 

which can be pressed and consumed but also the spritual juice rasa which is beyond 

pressing. This was such a spiritual Soma - juice which is not generally known or 

achieved by the earthly human beings. The Vedic seers could have achieved this and 

become immortal by consuming the Soma-juice upto their throat. They had achieved the 

spiritual light and thus themselves become divine - apāma somamamệtā bhūmāganma 

jyotiravidāma devān /Ķv. VIII.48.3 

0.5. The Symbolic Names of the Deities and Seers : 

 It has been seen in the Vedic Saṁhitās that a word denoting a deity is often used as 

an adjective of an another deity due to the symbolic nature of the Vedic words. For 

example, Indratamā has been used for Uşā, 3  and Maruttamā, and indratamā for 

Aśvinau4. Another important thing is to note here that one deity is invoked after the 

                                                           
 
1  q! r&/o s�t@. 14.5.4.10 - U�! ��!-F*-m )w&$ Wx&m �38y�7& 4 U&� 4 '� 4 �z�*�$ 

'5 6�{�87�)�*�$-o�� >�|F78,  
2  q. Rv. 79.3 - &�)~��#3 4 ��  6 X��[�) 4 , 
3  7$)! )�&* /�/'�3 4 '& 4 7�� �$ ��) 4 ,  
 7$)! '& 4 st�@$ ���3 > &m����& k�3 9 Rv.58.3  
 �G� 4 ����3 %( 6>�/&$ ��w>& %8 7$) F�E&8,  
 ���@��)���3 4 �&��& 3 & * ����& /��o >�8 9 Rv. 58.4 
4  �Wx� � ��&)� )�$�5253& 4 7 6��&�' i��!�7 , Rv. VII.79.3  
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name of another deity. Indra is invoked as Savits,1  Viśvakarman as Vācaspati2  and 

Rohita3 as Agni in the Saṁhitās. Thus, it is found that the names of the seers are used as 

adjectives of the names of the vedic deities and vice-versa. All these prove that the vedic 

words related to either deities or seers are symbolic and etymological (yaugika) in 

nature. And due to this symbolic nature, Indra, Mitra, Varuna and Agni etc. are treated 

as one and the same entity4. Such as Aditi is daus and Aditi is the sky etc5. As a result, 

all the vedic gods or deities are treated to be the different parts of the Supreme Being 

and the theory of ekātmavāda or ekadevatāvāda has been established in the Vedas.6 

0.6. The Symbolic Names of The Seers used in the Mantras: 

 A close observation of the Vedic mantras makes one feel that the mystic seers were 

expert in using similes, metaphor and symbols against the names of exa the deities, 

sacrificers, kings and even for their own names7. For example, the meaning of Gotama, 

according to language of the seers, is full of spiritual light. Likewise, Gavisthira means 

“the constant state of one's spiritualism and divine knowledge. And are the names like 

Kutsa, Kaņva, Bhrgu and Angirā etc. which seem to be the individual names of seers 

used symbolically to state some spiritual experience in the Vedic mantras and become 

adjectives for the Vedic deities8. 

 In this connection, Sri Aurobindo in his 'Veda-Rahasya' has clearly indicated that 

the word Angiras has been used as an adjective espicially for the sake of Gau and Usă a 

synonym for Agni9. Besides Angiras or Angirasa has been used for Brhaspati10 and 

Aśvinau. So according to Aurobindo, Angiras is the light or flames of Agni. Rgveda 

X.62.5. clearly states that Angiras is the son of Agni and is produced from Agni itself11. 

 

                                                           
 
1  ��&)� �w ���� )��)� ��� ��7�� F�� Fo2&)� , Rv. I.182.2  
2  ��$ ���! �F�� 4.......� *�$ 3'& 4 7��&� 7 6/��@8.... Rv. III.33.6 
3  ��+��&! ��yk)� >@) 6&'* , Rv. I.164.46cd. 
4  Av. - 13.11.13 
5  Uk!  7� 4 ��X� �j�� �����! ')! )�&�Fy�3)�j8 ,, Rv. I.164.46cd. 
6  ����&F���&F\�FE)���&)� >&� 7 �/&� 7 / 6�8 , Rv. I.89.10ab 
7  Sri Aurobindo : The Secret of the Veda,pb. by Sri Aurobindo Society, Pondichery 

(1971)   p. 19. 
8  Sri Aurobindo : The Secret of the Veda. op.cit., p.20. 
9  �)�* Xo)$ �!�(F� �� 8 Rv. I.31.1  
10  ��w��&F�!�(F7$ w����3 4 Rv. VI.73.1 
11  & * �!�(F78 7x3�� ���8 /�F5��F* Rv.VI.73.1 
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0.6. Conclusion : 

 Thus, we can conclude that the names of the seers used in the Vedic mantras, are 

not only their personal names but also the symbollical expressions of different entities of 

Vedas. And as such the knowledge about the seers of the Vedas is as essential as the 

knowledge about the vedic deities to understand the meaning of the Vedic verses 

properly. Otherwise, so far as the understanding of mantras is concerned, the knowledge 

about seers would have been treated unnecessary and redundant. Hence, we can say that 

it has been properly said.  

  aviditvā sșim chando daivataṁ yogameva ca | 

  yddhyāpayejjapedvā pāpīyān jāyate tu saḥ || iti | 

 

Dr. Sachidananda Mahapatra 

Associate professor Reader in Sanskrit  

S.C.S. (A) College, Puri, 752001  

Odisha; Mob: 9437352903 
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Vedic Interpretations; An Apriunal 

Bibhuti Bhusen Mohapatra 

 

Interpretation : 

 Offering my pranams to the Almighty, i am here to present my paper on the "Vedic 

Interpretations". Before going into the Vedas, let me illustrate what the term 

interpretation means. Explaining or elucidating a given topic is called interpretation. 

Certain topics we come across can be explained in just one way or to say, they are very 

precise. But there are many topics which pave way for different kinds of interpretations 

depending upon the thought process of different people. What is the reason for this? Is it 

the fault of the person who explains the topic? As long as the interpreter is well versed 

with the subject, the possibility of him at fault is very low. So what gives rise to multiple 

interpretations? 'It is Ambiguity'. Only when the whole topic or the words in that topic 

are ambiguous, it allows the interpreters the freedom to view it from different 

perspectives. Some may opine that a topic being ambiguous is not a good sign, for it is 

generally felt that the message it conveys should be clear and consistent. But few others 

will raise their hands and say that the text or a topic being ambiguous in nature is 

welcome, for it allows them to establish their principle or ideology to the readers. Thus, 

we see many texts around the world being interpreted differently and sometimes, more 

brilliantly than the original author. 

Modern Interpretation Of Vedas: 

 Now let us see how the text 'Veda' is interpreted by modem scholars. Veda needs 

no introduction in our land. Its sacredness is well known. The fact that the Vedas have 

remained intact for so many centuries has made people around the world look at our 

culture and tradition with absolute awe. We follow a tradition which believes that Vedas 

are the 'breath' of the God himself and it is not man-made (paurusheya). This faith is the 

reason which has carried the Vedas this far. 

 After the colonisation of India, the European scholars started to view the Vedas as a 

normal religious text. But to give them the credit, they did it with utmost dedication and 

sincerity, without which they could not have done so much work about the Vedas. Their 

work made Vedas known worldwide. But on the flipside, it also sowed the seeds of 

doubt in the minds of the people who until then believed very strongly on the 

Apaurusheyatvam of the Vedas. The seeds seem to have grown, with more questions and 

arguments being raised about the apaurusheyatva concept. With European scholars 
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chipping in with their own interpretations describing the Vedas as primitive, crude and 

elementary in character, even the sacredness of the text was questioned. 

European View of the Veda: 

 What made this text which was once considered apaurusheya by the great seers, 

pundits and the masses of our country, to be viewed as a primitive, historical text by 

some of the modem scholars? As said before, a topic can be interpreted in different ways 

only when it is ambiguous in nature. So, with divergent views on the Vedas, it becomes 

clear that it is ambiguous, for both the Indian scholars and the European scholars have 

explained the text only after equipping themselves on the text and its language. We will 

understand the ambiguity of the words of the Vedas only if the explanations of different 

interpreters are explained in the same context. 

 Not many commentaries on Vedas by traditionalists are available, with only 

Sayana's work and Yaska's, serving the purpose to some extent. Sayana is the only one 

who has done commentary on all the Vedas. The Rig Veda, considered to be the first 

among the Vedas by many, was the central text , based on which all these questions and 

arguments regarding the Vedas were raised. But Sayana did the commentary for this text 

only after doing the commentary for the Yajurveda. The reason he says in the 

introduction for the commentary of the Rigveda is that the rituals are based on all the 

Vedas and the Yajurveda supplements the various rituals and its methods. In the rituals, 

the Adhvaryus recite the Yajurvedic hymns and the Hotas recite the Rigvedic hymns 

and the Udgaatas recite Samavedic hymns. So Sayana, keen on establishing the rituals 

stated in the Yajurveda, started the commentary of Rigveda with his intentions clear on 

explaining the significance of the hymns in relation to rituals. Sayana treaded on the 

traditional path laid down by great seers like Asvalayana and Saunaka etc. Thus, 

Sayana's commentary is predominantly a traditional and ritualistic approach to the 

Rigveda, with Stories and Vedantic thoughts. 

 When India was colonised, the European scholars, especially Friedrich ''Max 

Muller'', studied the Vedas with great interest. With only Sayana's commentary 

available, quite naturally he was regarded highly by them for not only it helped them in 

understanding the text but also they were surprised by the ability of Sayana in explaining 

the text with its Sanskrit words being so different and difficult from the current language 

used by the people. But once they got acclimatised to the language, they started to    

make their own interpretations, for which the ambiguity of the Vedas paved the way. 

The Western scholars then took the Rig Veda to be a collection of hymns in praise of 

nature. They have consistently followed this theory without considering the cultural 

background of our country, which is essential for the correct exposition of the Vedas, In 

fact, they have gone the diametrically opposite way, of deducing history from the Vedas. 

The worst happened when they finished their study. They all came to a conclusion that 
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Vedas are primitive, crude and full of self-centred wishes made for the welfare of their 

race (Aryan). 

 Even greats like Maxmuller felt that Vedic hymns were spoken by people who are 

naive. As Max Muller says, "In the hymns of the Veda we see man left to himself to 

solve the riddle of this world. We see him crawling on like a creature of the earth with 

all the desires and weakness of his anima! nature. Food, wealth and power, a large 

family and a long life, are the theme of his daily prayers. But he begins to lift up his 

eyes. He stares at the tent of heaven, and asks who supports it? He opens his eyes to the 

winds, and asks them whence and whither? He is awakened from darkness and siumber 

by the light of the sun, and him whom his eyes cannot behold, and who seems to grant 

him the daily pittance of his existence, he calls 1 his life, his breath, his brilliant Lord 

and Protector". 

Emergence of Sri Aurobindo's Interpretation: 

 Such comments from foreign scholars affected the thinking of many people in our 

country and we find many modem Indian scholars offering full support to their views 

such as Aryan invasion theory etc. But for modem seers like Sri Aurobindo, these 

comments acted like a catalyst, for it necessitated them to view what was actually said in 

the Vedas and in the process created their own ways of interpreting the Vedas. Sri 

Aurobindo, being a realized soul, viewed the Rigveda so differently that what these 

foreign scholars considered naive, primitive and incoherent, appeared to him, spiritual, 

psychological and coherent. He brought in different psychological representations for 

different Gods of the Rigveda and correlated each of them so perfectly that makes one 

wonder why the Vedas are still not projected by our Modem Indian scholars in that light. 

Sri Aurobindo himself speaks on the interpretation of the Vedas in one of his letters thus 

"I am aware that some of the hymns of the Veda are interpreted in a sense other than 

ritualistic; even European scholars admit higher religious and spiritual ideas in the 

'Llater Hymns" of the Vedas. My point is that such exceptional passages does not alter 

the general tone and purport given to the hymns in the actual interpretations we possess 

(Sayana's and European scholars')-With those, we cannot use the Rig Veda as a whole, 

as the Upanishads can be used as a whole, as the basis of a high spiritual philosophy. I 

quite acknowledge that there has always been a side-stream of tendency making for the 

Adhyatmic interpretation of the Veda even as a whole. It would be strange if in a nation 

so spiritually minded, such attempts had been entirely lacking. But still they have not 

received general recognition. Practically, not in theory, what is the result of Sayana's 

commentary? What is the general impression it leaves on the mind? Is it the impression 

of "Veda", a great revelation, a book of highest knowledge? Is it not rather which the 

European scholars received and from which their theories started, a picture of primitive 

worshippers praying to friendly gods, gods of fire, rain, wind, dawn, night, earth and 

sky, for wealth, food, oxen, horses, gold, the slaughter of their enemies, even of their 

critics, victory in battle, the plunder of the conquered? And if so, how can such hymns 
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be an indispensable preparation for the Brahmavidya? My position is that they were 

indispensable not by mechanical virtue in the sacrifice, but because the experiences to 

which they are the key and which were symbolized by the ritual, are necessary to an 

integral knowledge and realization of Brahman in the universe and prepare the 

knowledge and realization of the transcendent Brahman. They are, to paraphrase 

Shankara's description, mines of all knowledge, knowledge on all the planes of 

consciousness, and do fix the conditions and relations of the divine, the human and the 

animal element in the being." 

Three Kinds of Vedic Interpretation: 

 With the advent of Sri Aurobindo's interpretation (which he himself admits to have 

been tried by many realized souls before him), we have three kinds of interpretations.  

 1. One which treats Vedas to be a poetical text with hymns directed to nature, 

which seeks history and the culture of the people who lived in that age etc (the 

interpretation of the European scholars).  

 2. The second type is the Ritualistic interpretation with the acceptance of the 

myths and spiritual aspects. (Sayana's commentary).  

 3. The third type is the interpretation of the Veda as a whole in the spiritual sense, 

(as viewed by Sri Aurobindo). 

Cows, Panis and Indra: 

 Let us examine the narration of the cows being saved from the grasp of Panis by 

Indra and see how this is interpreted in all the three ways mentioned above. 

Sayana's View  

  Tvan balasya gomato ahaaravadrivo bitam.  

  Tvaam devaa abibhyushastujyamaanaasa aavishuh1  

  )* +,-. /0120 34.5678560 +921 :; 

  )* 7 <6. 386=>?@> A.1.B.- C86D>EF 
 Before explaining this Rik, Sayana states the story thus “once there lived an Asura 

named Vala who took the cows of the Devas and hid them in some mountain. Then, 

Indra with the help of his army, blasted opened the mountain and released those cows." 

Then, Sayana proceeds to explain the Rik thus “Oh Indra, one who bears the Vajra, you 

have broken the cage of Vala where the cows were kept in captivation. At that time, 

troubled by Vala, the frightened Devas surrendered in you. 

 In another Rik, this story once again comes up in favour of the Deity 

Brahmanaspati or Indra. Sayana provides his commentary for the following Rik thus -  

                                                           
 
1  R.V. 1-11-5 
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  Abhinakshato abhiye tamāānasurnidhim paniināām paramam guhaa kitam  

  Te vidvaamşah praticakshyāānrtaa punaryata u āayantadudiiyuraavisam. 1  

  38HBI20 38HJ< 21.B- >8B K8L * MN9B.* M51* / >4. 8O21 :;38HBI20 38HJ< 21.B- >8B K8L * MN9B.* M51* / >4. 8O21 :;38HBI20 38HJ< 21.B- >8B K8L * MN9B.* M51* / >4. 8O21 :;38HBI20 38HJ< 21.B- >8B K8L * MN9B.* M51* / >4. 8O21 :;    

        2 < 86P.*?E Q82RI.BS2. M >BTJ82E U CJVW7J >5.86D1 :F2< 86P.*?E Q82RI.BS2. M >BTJ82E U CJVW7J >5.86D1 :F2< 86P.*?E Q82RI.BS2. M >BTJ82E U CJVW7J >5.86D1 :F2< 86P.*?E Q82RI.BS2. M >BTJ82E U CJVW7J >5.86D1 :F    
 When the cowherds were taken away by the Panis the Asuras, Angiras, created by 

Brahmanaspati, knowing the place of the Panis through Sarama, the hound of the 

heaven, sighted the place of the Panis and destroyed it through the fire emerging from 

their hands and returned back with the cows. This instance is explained in the Rik thus 

"Oh Angiras, those who move forward, you proceed towards the wealth of the cows 

taken by Pams. Those Angiras, the intelligent men, seeing the illusion created by the 

Panis, reached that place with same force with which they started originally," Thus, 

Sayana, maintains this interpretation throughout the text. 

Maxmuller's View : 

 As mentioned before, the Europeans, in particular MaxMuiler, used the ambiguous 

nature of the Rig Veda text and interpreted this story thus "It is a reproduction of the old 

story of the break of day. The bright cows the rays of the Sun or the rain clouds, for both 

go by the same name, have been stolen by the Powers of darkness, by the Night and her 

manifold progeny. Gods and men are anxious for their return. But where are they to be 

found? They are hidden in a dark or strong stable, or scattered along the ends of the sky, 

and the robbers will not restore them. At last, in the furthest distance the first signs of the 

Dawn appear, she peers about and runs with lightning quickness, it may be, like a hound 

after a scent, across the darkness of the sky. She is looking for, and following the right 

path, she has found it. She has heard the lowing of the cows, and she returns to her 

starting place with more intense splendour. After her return Indra arises, the God of light 

ready to do battle in good earnest against the gloomy Powers, to break open the strong 

stable in which the bright cows were kept, and to bring light and strength and life back 

to his pious worshippers." (Science of Language, Vol II.) 

 Prof. Max Muller would think that sarama and the early dawn was one and the 

same thing. He says: "There can be little doubt that she (Sarama) was meant for the early 

dawn, and not for the storm. In the ancient hymns of the Rig Veda she is never spoken 

of as a dog, nor can we find there the slightest allusion to her canine nature. This is 

evidently a later thought." (Science of Language, Vol. II). 

 He defends his arguments by quoting reference from the text itself thus  

  "It is Ushas the Dawn, who wakes first2;  

                                                           
 
1  R.V 2-24-6 
2  R.V 1-123-1 
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  The-, sun follows Ushas behind as a man follows a woman1.  

  Of whom is it said, as of Sarama, that she brings to light the precious things 

hidden in darkness? It is Ushás, the Dawn, who reveals the bright treasures that were 

covered by the gloom2.  

  She crosses the water unhurt3;  

  Those very ends where, as the Panis said, the cows were to be found. She is said 

to break the strongholds and bring back the cows4.  

  It is she who, like Sarama, distributes wealth among, the sons of men She is 

even called the mother of the cows5.  

  The Angiras, we read, asked her for the cows6,  

  And the doors of the dark stable are said to be opened by her7.  

  In one place her splendour is said to be spreading as if she were driving forth 

 cattle8;  

  In another the splendours of the Dawn are themselves called a drove of cows.9  

 Nay even the Panis, to whom Sarama was sent to claim the cows, are mentioned 

together with Ushás, the Dawn. She is asked to wake those who worship the gods, but 

not to wake the Panis10. 

 In another passage it is said that the Panis ought to sleep in the midst of darkness 

while the Dawn rises to bring treasures for man. It is more than probable, therefore, that 

Sarama was but one of the many names of the Dawn11 ". From these the Professor 

concludes that Sarama and Usha or the dawns are the same thing 

Sri Aurobindo's View: 

 Sri Aurobindo, in his text "The Secret of the Veda", interprets the same story in a 

psychological sense. He commences his arguments stating that the Legend, though very 

                                                           
 
1  RV1-115-2 
2  R. V 1123-6  
3  R.V 6-64-4 

4  R.V 7-75-7, 79-4 
5  R.V 4-52-2 
6  R.V 6-65-5 
7  R.V 4-5-12 
8  R.V.1-92-12 
9  R.V 4-51-8, 52-5 
10  R. V 1-124-10 
11  R. V 4-51-3 
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precise, was not used purely in the mythological sense in the Veda. Often it is stripped 

of the mythological aspect and applied to the personal need or aspirations of the singer. 

As Indra, who the hero of this legend often repeats the same continually even in the 

present, as he is the seeker of the cows, Gavesana, and the restorer of the wealth. 

 Aurobindo says "sometimes we have simply the fact of the stolen cows and the 

recovery by the Indra without any reference to Sarama or the Angirases or the Panis." 

He went on to say that it's not always Indra who recovers the cow and quotes an instance 

where Agni was glorified for releasing the cows1. There it was mentioned that when 

Agni was bom even the old cows became young and herds were seen very happy and 

many shining. Sri Aurobindo took this instance and proceeds to explain his theory thus 

"What, we may fairly ask, are these shining herds, these cows that were old and become 

young again? Certainly, they are not physical herds, nor is it any earthly field by the 

Yamuna or the Jhelum that is the sense of this splendid vision of the golden tusked 

warrior god and the herds of the shining cattle. They are the herds either of the physical 

or of the divine Dawn and the language suits ill with the former interpretation; this 

mystical vision is surely a figure of the divine illumination. They are radiances that were 

stolen by the powers of darkness and are now divinely recovered not by the god of the 

physical fire, but by the flaming force which was concealed in the littleness of the 

material existence and is now liberated into the clarities of an illumined mental action." 

There are many other deities such as Usha, Soma, Indra and agni together, Brihaspati 

etc. to whom various hymns make the attribution of this great victory. One instance 

where Usha is related to this victory is clearly explained in the following Rik  

  Satyaa satyebhirmahatii mahadbhirdevii devebhiryajataa yajatraih. 

  Rujadrilhaani dadadustiyaanaam prati gaava ushasam vaavasanta  

  -]. -]<8H1 K429 148^57<8H-]. -]<8H1 K429 148^57<8H-]. -]<8H1 K429 148^57<8H-]. -]<8H1 K429 148^57<8H    7 <6 <8H5J2. J_`9E;7<6 <8H5J2. J_`9E;7<6 <8H5J2. J_`9E;7<6 <8H5J2. J_`9E;    

        a_b94.8B 77Wc.B.*a_b94.8B 77Wc.B.*a_b94.8B 77Wc.B.*a_b94.8B 77Wc.B.*    Q82 /.6 UM-* 6. 6-VFQ82 /.6 UM-* 6. 6-VFQ82 /.6 UM-* 6. 6-VFQ82 /.6 UM-* 6. 6-VF    
 True with the gods who are true, great with the gods who are great, sacrificial 

godhead with the gods sacrificial, she breaks open the strong places, she gives the 

shining herds; the cows low towards the Dawn. 

 Again citing these hymns from the Veda itself, Sri Aurobindo proves that all the 

Gods mentioned in the Veda are just the psychological representation of the powers one 

could seek inside every individual thus "Is there a definite sense in these variations 

which will bind them together into a single coherent idea or is it random that Rishis 

invoke now this and now the other deity in the search and war of their lost cattle? If we 

will consent to take the ideas of the Veda as a whole instead of bewildering ourselves in 

                                                           
 
1  R.V 5-2-2 &3 
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the play of separate detail, we shall find a very simple and sufficient answer. This matter 

of the lost herds is only part of a whole system of connected symbols and images. They 

are recovered by the sacrifice and fiery god Agni is the flame, the power and the priest 

of the sacrifice; - by the word, and Brihaspati is the father of the word, the Maruts its 

singers or Brahmas, brahmano marutah, Saraswati its inspiration; - by the wine, and 

soma is the god of the wine and the Ashwins its seekers, finders, givers, drinkers. The 

herds (cows) are the herds of tight and the light comes by the Dawn and by the sun of 

whom Pushan is a form. Finally Indra is the head of all these gods, lord of the light, 

King of the luminous heaven called Swar, - he is, we say, the luminous or divine mind; 

into him all the gods enter and take part in his unveiling of the hidden light. We see 

therefore that there is a perfect appropriateness in the attribution of one and the same 

victory to these different deities and in Madhuchchhandas' image of the gods entering 

into Indra for the stroke againstala1. Nothing has been done at random or in obedience to 

confused fluidity of ideas. The Veda is perfect and beautiful in its coherence and its 

unity." 

Comparing the Interpretations: 

 When we compare the three interpretations, we find that all the three vary from 

each other greatly. One thing similar between MaxMuller and Sri Aurobindo is that both 

assigned similar meanings for terms 'Go', 'Sarama-, and 'paņi' meaning 'Rays', 'Dawn' 

and 'Darkness' respectively. But the difference lies in their expression of these meanings. 

While MaxMuller considered all these only in the physical sense, Aurobindo chose the 

psychological sense and hence was able to interpret all these in a spiritual manner and 

also was able to prove the cohesiveness involving all these stories in the Rigveda. When 

you consider the point that MaxMuller is a complete foreigner not just in origin but also 

in relation to the language and its culture, what he has done is certainly unimaginable. 

But the irony is that he, after evolving ail these meanings and proving the poetical 

genius of the Vedic people, failed to understand that people who were able to explain all 

these thoughts into words with such beauty could never be considered primitive and 

elementary in their attitude. 

The Reason behind Sayana's View and its Significance: 

 When we look at all the three interpretations, we can arrive at a conclusion that Sri 

Aurobindo's way of interpretation seems better for not only it shows that the Vedic text 

contains the highest knowledge that the mankind should work for but also it proves that 

the Vedic Riks are quite cohesive and interrelated to each other. The European scholars 

though differ from this view; among them, MaxMuller seems to have arrived closer to 

                                                           
 
1  R.V 1-115 
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Sri Aitrobindo's at least in the physical sense of the words. Now the question is where 

does Sayana's interpretation stand ? 

 Sayana flourished in the fourteenth century A.D., when the Sanskrit vocabulary had 

been almost perfected. The word !Go' then had for its synonyms - Heaven, ray, thunder, 

the moon, the sun, animal, the cow-sacrifice, cow, water, organ or sense, word, etc. And 

yet with all these before him, Sayana did not try to explain away the word Go'as rays 

when he came across it in the incidents relating to the theft of the Gó by the Panis. In 

such cases, he has taken the word Go' to mean the cow or cows and not the rays of the 

sun. Sayana was no ordinary person. He was a Seer and a great philosopher. That being 

the case, why has he not interpreted the Vedas in the spiritual sense or why should he 

interpret it in the ritualistic sense? Perhaps to know the answer one should look into the 

tradition of this country. Just as Vedas, even the Puranas and Itihasas form the basis of 

our culture and tradition. It is a known fact that careful study of Puranas and Itihasas 

always instils morals and ethics in the readers. They also carried an undercurrent of 

spirituality. Though it is well known that though Mahabharata is a text where warfare 

and people are mainly discussed, the Saanta rasa was accepted as the main rasa. Our 

country has seen numerous philosophers and seers, yet no one tried to explain these texts 

in this respect because all these texts are there not just to cater the needs of the intellects 

or the spiritual people but they are here to cater to the needs of all kinds of people. Just 

as the Puranas could be understood in different ways depending upon the thought 

process of the different people, so too the Vedas could be. Great people who understood 

the highest sense preferred to keep it within themselves and imparted the hidden 

knowledge only to genuine seekers. 

 This being our tradition, Sayana strongly adhered to it, even though he was aware 

of the ambiguity in the words of Vedas. In fact, he himself has expressed two foto 

different meanings for the same phrase in two different places. The phrase is ‘pra 

suraschakram bruhataadabhiike’? �सुर�च�म ्बहृताद�भके It appears in the 5th verse of 

the 174th Sukta of first Mandala and also in the 12th verse of the 16th Sukta of 4th 

Mandala of Rigveda. 

 In the first instance Sayana explains this phrase thus 'iet Sun show his chariot or his 

radiance near Indra who is fighting for the sake of Kutsa." while in the second instance 

in the same context he explains this phrase thus "oh Indra you have broken the weapon 

of Sun in the war". 

 Hence, it becomes certain that he has indeed known all these ambiguities of the 

Veda. Yet he chose the ritualistic approach and tried to tie every hymn in relation with 

the rituals, sometimes unsuccessfully too. This clearly proves that Sayana must have 

realized what Aurobindo has stated but unlike him and like all his previous seers, 

remained away from those interpretations, in keeping with our tradition. Still, when we 

read his commentary, we come across several instances where even Sayana couldn't 
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restrict himself from giving the spiritual sense to certain Riks. Yet, for all, that he stuck 

to his task and wrote his commentary, without which people after him couldn't have 

imagined to understand the Vedas even in its elementary sense. 

Indra and Kutsa: 

 As said before, Aurobindo has insisted that the Vedas on the whole have 

psychological significance. Though he hasn't explained it verse by verse, he has done 

enough work to stake a strong claim regarding this. This could be even more 

strengthened if we consider the following Rik, which is the basis of my research around 

which other Riks narrating Indra and Kutsa seem to revolve. 

 Though this story seems to deal with two physical characters, the relative 

psychological sense of this story can be well understood if the following Rik is 

compared with other Riks mentioned below. to  

  "aa dasyugnaa manasaa yaahyastam bhuvatte kutsah sakhye nikaamah.  

  sve yonau ni shadatam saruupaa vi vaam chikitsadrutachiddhi naarinii.." 1 

  C 7d>e. 1B-. J.f@* H >6g<C 7d>e. 1B-. J.f@* H >6g<C 7d>e. 1B-. J.f@* H >6g<C 7d>e. 1B-. J.f@* H >6g<    O>hEO>hEO>hEO>hE    -i< 8BO.1E;-i< 8BO.1E;-i< 8BO.1E;-i< 8BO.1E;    

        j< J0Bkj< J0Bkj< J0Bkj< J0Bk    8B 8B 8B 8B ?7?7?7?72* -2* -2* -2* -lM. 86 6.* 8R8OhmlM. 86 6.* 8R8OhmlM. 86 6.* 8R8OhmlM. 86 6.* 8R8Ohm2222n B.59n B.59n B.59n B.59FFFF    
 The general meaning of this verse is explained by Sayana by providing relational 

story for this Rik thus "once a Rajarishi named Kutsa, son of Ruru, in order to save 

himself from the enemies went to Indra. Indra helped him by destroying his enemies and 

thus gradually their friendship blossomed." After stating this story, Sayana explains the 

meaning of the Rik thus “once Indra invited Kutsa to his house and on their arrival, 

Indraani, wife of Indra, got confused and she struggled to discriminate Indra from 

Kutsa.” The point here is there are many hymns in the Rigveda where the help rendered 

by Indra to Kutsa is stated. I will just quote some of those hymns and will gexplain how 

this hymn provides the spiritual significance. 

  'Kutsaaya yatra puruhuuta vanvanchhushma anantaih pariyaasi vadhaih'2  

        O>O>O>O>h.J h.J h.J h.J J` M >ao2 6J` M >ao2 6J` M >ao2 6J` M >ao2 6pqr1BVsE pqr1BVsE pqr1BVsE pqr1BVsE M85J.8- 6L sEM85J.8- 6L sEM85J.8- 6L sEM85J.8- 6L sE    
 Oh Indra! you are glorified by the people because you defeated the Asura named 

Sushna for the sake of Kutsa.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
 
1  R.V 4-16-10 
2  R.V 1-121-9 
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  'Vaha kutsamindra yasminchāakantsyuumanyuu rjraa vaatasyasvaa  

  pra suraschakram bruhatāadabhiike abhi sprudho yaasishadvajrabāàhuh'1 

        64 64 64 64 O>O>O>O>h81t J8uh81t J8uh81t J8uh81t J8uv.Owx1yxv.Owx1yxv.Owx1yxv.Owx1yx    z{. 6.2dz{. 6.2dz{. 6.2dz{. 6.2d|.;|.;|.;|.;    

        Q -xQ -xQ -xQ -x5555}~*  6S}~*  6S}~*  6S}~*  6S42.742.742.742.7H9H9H9H9O<O<O<O< �8H �S�8H �S�8H �S�8H �SL0 J.L0 J.L0 J.L0 J.8-?P8-?P8-?P8-?P{{{{+.+.+.+.�EF�EF�EF�EF    
 Oh Indra you start those horses which have reached Kutsa and let the Sun show the 

light near the place. Let Indra be successful in his war against the enemies. 

  'Kutsasya any oh atithigvasya viiraan ni avrurtak bharata somam asmai'2 

        O>hd.O>hd.O>hd.O>hd.J05828��6J05828��6J05828��6J05828��6dddd    695.�.695.�.695.�.695.�.6S6S6S6SN�52. -011N�52. -011N�52. -011N�52. -011us;us;us;us;    
 You destroyed the enemies of Kutsa, aaya and atithigva.  

  'kutsaaya sushnamsusham nibarhiih prapitve ahnah kuyavam sahasraa'3  

        O>h.O>h.O>h.O>h.JJJJ    D >D >D >D >?N1D>?N1D>?N1D>?N1D>?* 8B?* 8B?* 8B?* 8B    +4�E+4�E+4�E+4�E    Q8M)< 3Q8M)< 3Q8M)< 3Q8M)< 3�E O>J�E O>J�E O>J�E O>J6* -4�. 6* -4�. 6* -4�. 6* -4�. ;;;;    
 You who killed the Asura named Sushna for Kutsa.  

  'aham kutsamāärjuneyam nyrunje'4  

        34* O>h1._ >KB <34* O>h1._ >KB <34* O>h1._ >KB <34* O>h1._ >KB <J * yS� <J* yS� <J* yS� <J* yS� <    
 I (Indra) who always please Kutsa the son of Arjunii  

  'präanyāccakramavruhah suuryasya kutsāāyāányadvarivo yāatavekah'5 

 Oh Indra, you took one cakra from the Sun and gave to Kutsa so that he could get 

the wealth. 

  'Uruu sha saratham saarathaye karindrah kutsaaya suuryasya saatau6 

        UaUaUaUa    ? -5�* -.5? -5�* -.5? -5�* -.5? -5�* -.5�J <�J <�J <�J <    O85tE O>O85tE O>O85tE O>O85tE O>h.Jh.Jh.Jh.J    -xJ Kd -.2k-xJ Kd -.2k-xJ Kd -.2k-xJ Kd -.2k;;;;    
 Indra who defeated the Asura for Kutsa who went to the war with him as a 

charioteer made a similar chariot for the sake of Kutsa. 

  "Tvan kavim codayoorkasaatau tvam kutsam sushnam daasushe vark' 7 

        )*)*)*)*    O86* R07J0O86* R07J0O86* R07J0O86* R07J0�OK-.2k ).* O>h.J�OK-.2k ).* O>h.J�OK-.2k ).* O>h.J�OK-.2k ).* O>h.J    D >r*D >r*D >r*D >r*    7.7.7.7.D >? <D >? <D >? <D >? <    6666O :K;O :K ;O :K ;O :K ;    
 Oh Indra you killed the Asura sushna for Kutsa. 

                                                           
 
1  R.V 1-174-5 
2  R.V 2-14-7 
3  R. V 4-16-12 
4  R.V 4-26-1 
5  R.V 5-29-10 
6  R.V 6-20-5 
7  R. V 6-26-3 
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 In all the above mentioned Riks, the help rendered by Indra to Kutsa is clearly 

stated. There are also other Riks where it is mentioned that Indra shared the same chariot 

with Kutsa while going to the war.  

  'Yaasi kutsena saratham avasyuk'1  

        J.8- O>h<J.8- O>h<J.8- O>h<J.8- O>h<B -5B -5B -5B -5?16d>@070 ?16d>@070 ?16d>@070 ?16d>@070     
 You went to the war along with kutsa in the chariot.  

  Yanvaanah atra saratham yayaatha kutsena devaih avanoh ha sushnam2 

        6p.6p.6p.6p.B0B0B0B0    3` -53` -53` -53` -5�*�*� *� *    JJ.� O>h<B 7<6 s56B04KJJ.� O>h<B 7<6 s56B04KJJ.� O>h<B 7<6 s56B04KJJ.� O>h<B 7<6 s56B04K    D >r1 :D >r1 :D >r1 :D >r1 :;;;;    
 You destroyed the ememy Sushna travelling in the chariot along with Kutsa. 

 From all these Riks it is clear that Indra helped Kutsa when he sought Indra's help 

and he performed it along with Kutsa. But all these Riks never gives a semblance of a 

chance to the other important factor mentioned in the Rik 

  "aa dasyugnaa manasaa yaahyastam bhuvatte kutsah sakhye nikaamah.  

  sveyonau ni shadatam saruupaa vi vaam chikitsadrutachiddhi naari." 3 

        C 7d>C 7d>C 7d>C 7d>�.�.�.�.    1B-. J.f@* H >61B-. J.f@* H >61B-. J.f@* H >61B-. J.f@* H >6g<g <g <g < O>hE - O>hE - O>hE - O>hE -i<i<i<i<    8BO.1E8BO.1E8BO.1E8BO.1E;;;;    

        j< J0Bkj< J0Bkj< J0Bkj< J0Bk    8B 8B 8B 8B ????72* -72* -72* -72* -llllM.M.M.M.    86 6.* 8R8Ohm86 6.* 8R8Ohm86 6.* 8R8Ohm86 6.* 8R8Ohm22228Rn B.59F8Rn B.59F8Rn B.59F8Rn B.59F    
the saruupatvam (similarity in the looks) of both Indra and Kutsa (saruupaa vi vaam). 

All these factors give only one sense if taken in the physical aspect, that Indra and Kutsa 

to be two different persons. If that is the case, how it is possible for them to look so 

similar that even Indra s wife gets confused. Even if that be possible, it is not mentioned 

anywhere else in the whole Veda, for being similar to Indra, the biggest God of the 

Rigveda, should have attracted more Riks! 

 But the same Rik, if we see in different light, provides more acceptability in regards 

with the adjective saruupatvam. We see consistently throughout the Vedas that Indra 

helped Kutsa by slaining the Asura Sushna. The etymological sense of word Sushna can 

be related to dryness or barrenness. Even Sayana has mentioned that the word Sushna 

could mean sushka(dryness). Now let us take Indra to be the Paramaatma and Kutsa to 

be the Jiivaatma. As mentioned before the Jivaatma approaches the Paramaatma to 

relieve itself from the barren state (Sushnam). When this Jiivatma approaches the 

Paramaatma with utmost sincerity certainly the request gets the approval and the enemy 

namely the barren state (not being divine) gets defeated and the jiivaatma attains the 

identical state of Paramaatma (being divine). Thus if we interpret this Rik in this 

                                                           
 
1  R.V 4-16-11 
2  R.V. 5-29-9 
3  R.V 4-16-10 
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manner, the Saruupatva namely the similarity in the ruupa (state) is more meaningful 

rather than it being accepted when interpreted otherwise. 

 Taking Saruupatva as mentioned above the following riks and the riks mentioned 

earlier also become coherent. 

  'Uruu sha saratham saarathaye karindrah kutsaaya suuryasya saatau'1 

        Ua - -5Ua - -5Ua - -5Ua - -5�*�*� *� *    -.5�J < O85tE O>h.J -xJ Kd -.2k;-.5�J< O85tE O>h.J -xJ Kd -.2k;-.5�J< O85tE O>h.J -xJ Kd -.2k;-.5�J< O85tE O>h.J -xJ Kd -.2k;    
 Indra made a chariot for kutsa using Suns help. Though it seems to be a normal 

chariot there is some psychological significance here too. It is said in the Rik that the 

chariot is made from the help (Saatau) provided by the Sun. What help did the Sun 

provide? It is one of his 'Cakra' which is mentioned in the following Rik  

  praanyaccakramavruhah suuryasya kutsäāyāânyadvarivoyaatavekah'2  

        Q.Q.Q.Q.y�y�y�y�~~~~16S4E -xJ Kd O>h.J.yP16S4E -xJ Kd O>h.J.yP16S4E -xJ Kd O>h.J.yP16S4E -xJ Kd O>h.J.yP8560856085608560    J.26<J.26<J.26<J.26<����OEFOEFOEFOEF    
 "Oh Indra you took one cakra from the Sun and gave to Kutsa so that he could get 

the wealth". The psychological significance of "Cakra' is mentioned by Sayana in his 

commentary for the following Rik thus 'pra suraschakram bruhatāadabhiike' (R.V.1-174-

5) "let Sun show his chariot or his radiance (Cakra) near Indra who is fighting for the 

sake of Kutsa. "Taking the word 'Cakra' to mean radiance or the divine light of the sun 

and sun to be the light of knowledge' the whole story involving Indra and Kutsa makes 

perfect spiritual sense. Indra (Sarvaatma), who provided the help to Kutsa (Jiivaatma) by 

destroying the Sushna (barrenness), gave the chariot (divine knowledge) identical to his 

made from the Cakra (divine light) provided by the Sun (divine light of knowledge). 

Thus Kutsa attaining the Saruupatva (sameness) with Indra is more understandable now 

that he has attained the divine knowledge which Indra (Paramaatma) possess. 

 One can also notice that what Krishna declared in the 10th Adhyaya of Srimad 

Bhagavadgeeta is indeed very similar to what Indra declares in the Rigveda. In the 10h 

Adhyaya, Krishna after declaring "I am the letter 'A'among letters, I am Samaveda 

among Vedas" etc. and completes it by saying he himself has manifested in everything 

thus 

  "yatyat vibhuutimatsattvam sriimaduurjitameva vaa  

  Tat tadevaagaccha tvam jāaniihi mama tejomsasambhavam"3 

 Similarly in the first hymn Indra says "I became Manu, I am the Sun, the seer 

Kakshiivaan son of diirgatamas, I am the one who always pleases Kutsa the son of 

Aijunii, I am the seer Ushana, behold me"  

                                                           
 
1  R.V 6-20-5 
2  R.V. 5-29-10 
3  B.G 10th Adhyaya 41st Verse 
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  'aham manurabhavam suuryascaahant kakshiivaam rishirasmi viprah  

  ahum kutsamaarjuneyam nyrunje aham kavirusanāāpasyaiaa maa'1 

        34* 1B >5H6* -xJ K}.4*34* 1B >5H6* -xJ K}.4*34* 1B >5H6* -xJ K}.4*34* 1B >5H6* -xJ K}.4*    OI96.�OI96.�OI96.�OI96.�    z8?5z8?5z8?5z8?58u8u8u8u    86QE;86QE;86QE;86QE;    

        34* O>h1._ >KB <J *34* O>h1._ >KB <J *34* O>h1._ >KB <J *34* O>h1._ >KB <J *    ySySySyS� <� <� <� <����4* O86a4* O86a4* O86a4* O86aDDDDB.B.B.B.    MTJ2.MTJ2.MTJ2.MTJ2.    1.F1.F1.F1.F    
 In his commentary, Sayana adds "what Indra said in the hymn of Kutsa (that he 

pleases kutsa) is just a secondary meaning. But in the spiritual sense (Paramaartha 

drishtyaa tu), both Indra and Kutsa are one and the same. Also the words 1Maa pasyata' 

mean not only that everyone should see Him (Indra) as the Sarvatma (the eternal soul) 

but they should see the same within themselves too". Here is one of those instances 

where Sayana couldn't restrict himself from bringing out the spiritual sense of the Rik 

This being the case, it becomes very clear that by Indra it means the Paramaatma himself 

or as Sri Aurobindo says, the 'Divine mind'. 

Conclusion: 

 There are subtle things still unclear in the above interpretation of the Rik. But 

interpreting it in the spiritual sense is more appealing. It is not easy for normal men to 

get the exact spiritual sense from the Vedas, for it reveals itself in full light only for 

those seers who are in the highest state. At least, one could remember that this text 

always provides highest clarity to men. Whenever we read this text, we at the back of 

our mind, should realize that this is not an ordinary text but this is sacred, it is godly 

which is why we call it Apaurusheya (Not man-made). 

 The other greatness of this text is that it calls for different kinds of interpretation. 

No text in this world allows such flexibility and still looks awesome and 

accommodating. We say so because even in the literary and ritualistic interpretations, 

there seems to be no text to match the fluency with which the hymns are rendered in the 

Rigveda. Though lack of coherence, when interpreted in the first two methods, appears 

as a negative, each Rik in its own right adds beauty to the text. Thus, the Vedas prove 

beyond doubt that when we prepare ourselves to further in our quest to understand the 

Veda, we would know that the Vedic hymns actually provide many types of knowledge - 

a knowledge of the nature, gods and history, a sacrificial or ritualistic knowledge, and 

finally a spiritual knowledge, but the last is the true sense and when one gets, it the 

others drop or are cut away. 
 

Bibhuti Bhusen Mohapatra 

Lect. in Sanskrit,  

Rajdhani Colleg Bhubaneshwar, Odisha  

                                                           
 
1  R.V. 4-26-1 
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