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STAEIORR:  (R3.9.2€3%-32.1.23¢8, IEUAIAN) &1 Tl Jufidam-
2. SUNGAANA, R, TG TAGHT|
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Fundamental of Religion.
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HTCARH-STHTE-0TT Tell: |iedl- 2, TERNHIeam (SERNIEeareE),
R. 3w FamERl, 2. 94 § IR SN i), ¢, TGS & A
fater
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2 UNESCO proclaimed the tradition of Vedic chant as Masterpiece of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity on November 7, 2008.

R The missionaries reported that most Brahmins knew little of the Vedas and often
did not well understand even the little that they did know. The only European to
have read parts of the Vedas before the 1720s—the Jesuit Roberto Nobili—knew
the Vedas described sacrifices to multiple deities. He called these deities idols
and thought Vedic ideas superstitious rather than sublime. It was another Jesuit,
Etienne Le Gac, who responded to the call from Paris in the 1720s for copies of
the Vedas. In his first response he wrote that the whole venture was useless. Five
years later, even as he dispatched copies of the Vedas to Paris, he predicted—
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accurately—that the books would serve only as a spectacle in Europe, and he
repeated that he thought acquiring them a waste of money .............

This was contained in an account of “the opinions, rites and ceremonies of the
Gentiles of India,” written by a Portuguese friar, Agostinho de Azevedo, most
likely in the late 1580s. ............. One of the earliest Portuguese writers on India,
Duarte Barbosa, describes the Brahmins in Malabar as “learned in their idolatry,”
............. The first Jesuit to name the Vedas is Jacome Fenicio, who had been in
India since 1584, ............. Nobili is the first European known to have read parts of
the Vedas. In a number of his works defending his strategy of tolerating aspects
of Brahminical lifestyle among his converts, he cites directly from the texts
associated with the Black Yajur Veda. ............. The Absent Vedas, Will Sweetman
University of Otago, Journal of the American Oriental Society 139.4 (2019).......

3 In Europe, philological investigation of the Vedas began in 1838 with the
publication of an edition of the first portion of the Rigveda by Friedrich Rosen in
London. But it was the French Orientalist Eugene Burnouf, who taught at the
College of France in the 1840s, who gathered around him a circle of pupils who
later became prominent Vedic scholars. Among them were Rudolph Roth, who
wrote a book on the history of Veda, and F. Max Miiller, who edited the Rigveda
along with the commentary of Sayana which first appeared in 1849. Theodore
Aufrecht published a complete translation of the text of the hymns of the
Rigveda in 1861-1863. Max Miiller remarked that with the introduction of
Rigveda to the West, “a new world was opened up
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v 2@ Witzel, Michael. The Development of the Vedic Canon and Its Schools, On
the Localization of Vedic Texts and Schools, Tracing the Vedic Dialects, Houben,
Rotaru & Witzel (eds.). Vedic Sakhas: Past, Present, Future
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consolidation) # &THAT il T Fd B qﬁmmwwaﬁt@waﬁmw,
FrgEniad fea=at ot fFrfia enard & FWOT g| R @ (repetition) & & &=
TUT memorize &1 STl &1, T&1 AT (el &=’ SGH=I i 991 dF retain H
F Feqel Wl FEY T Ehd, FUSENFAU W IS 34 T & F2 31 Wdid &1 A1 2

34 difgh gl B SN 92 TGl Th Hew Ul ®NE & Mg @EE
ITIRA MER 399 (chemical-based diet product)—HIZAR%l I I &
I dfewtdl, I HERING TER (processed food) T &HiA iR fies@e |
T 39 O §P9-I1E, ST dfeiehl a1, HkdSh & (nervous system, brain
health) 3R ESI® F (cognitive function) W g T ed £l
YA SN MY qF 5 (neuroscience)—aii &1 T4 & Tfd @
(memory enhancer) W& #4T TEA A & | T4 3T 1 AW & TEri-® 4§ foa
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&1 3R 39, 381, B3, ANEH T o afed @i Sad-3d1g ffe™e (adulteration)
| T &, dF I a2d® JINU SRl 3T 07 (nutritional integrity) 219
T ® 9 ¥ Ferd 9N | o 39 w@ o IdE & 96 &1 39 TR
TATES-STHT SHamzies, THREfE SR 3R Hifds Sed-Ta AFRRdT & 69
Wﬁ%ﬁ@,ﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬁmwm(ordmemow
tradition) T & &IdT 511 & |

QIS § I TR IUEREIS 398 316, IEUIGANST I s Haes 5T
% g & &l 9, Jfck Tef Mgde F1 W GHY &Y § T Uy 918 Afed THRT ST
I o1 ST G 61, = U7 feIgel 61 Tea &t o, de9]% & 9 it &id o
ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂmwﬁwﬁmmﬁ ek FANIRE, ATRTE AR &Y
e & U egdies oW i ofivhEl & fafa @ off sua 9 s=h
(Bacopa monnieri), AT (Convolvulus pluricaulis) Sl - TR
SE-gfeat o o ergdies il ferafia oK 38 &9 @ 99 @ 89, T
IR SreIhTicos® T 2AMH H G Fal A1 e TS 7 A, Tiias narEi
& G F1 FH, HHHS-TI TEN AW SHaTRIG! & FHNTT AFEF GHAT A Sl

Ry ATATIAHAA! ATATIITRTRUT: | FEJSRTAT: &7dT: SuN I8 ABEAASTST: 1192 |l
Y TRSRIHIE TAAURE: | gr'w ST ﬁ@qmﬁﬁ:laﬁlmn
St W raaeT: | fag: aftRrate rareieaamy: | 93 || SREdRdl, g
Ashtamangal Ghrita contains eight drugs —-Brahmi (Bacopa monneri,Vacha
(Acorus calamus), Pippali (Piper longum), Sareva (Hemidesmus indicus),
Kushtha (Saussurea lappa), Siddarthaka (Brassica campestris), Saindhava (Rock
salt), and Ghrita (Traditionally prepared butter), oil). This formulation has been
used as a Medhya, Smritivardhaka and Rakshoghna (Enhance memory &
cognitive function as well as it protect from the infection).

% REJUVENATION RESEARCH Volume 16, Number 4, 2013 Mary Ann Liebert;
Neuro-pharmacological Review of the Nootropic Herb Bacopa monnieri
Sebastian Aguiar and Thomas Borowski. Uabundit N, Wattanathorn J,
Mucimapura S, Ingkaninan K. Cognitive enhancement and neuroprotective
effects of Bacopa monnieri in Alzheimer’s disease model. ] Ethnopharmacol. 2010
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0.1. Prologue :

St 7l B dadt Avma = |
QASSAFIIE! IR A &: | (Brhaddevata)

This is a famous karika quoted from the Brhaddevata of Saunaka which puts forth
some basic principles of studying Veda. The purport of this saying is that one must
know the Rsi i.e. the seer, the Chhandas i.e. the metre, and the Devata i.e. the
(concerned) deity of a mantra prior to its study, teaching and meditation etc. failing
which he commits some kind of sin with these activities.

Here arises a question as to why one should know at all the names of the Rsi,
Chhandas and Devata etc. ? In this paper an humble attempt is made to throw some light
on the concept of Vedic Rsi only. Why should one know the seer of a mantra ? What
would be the problem if he does not know it ? What exactly the seer-concept, and its
scope etc.? These are some fundamental questions which are dealt with here this paper.

The references of Rsi or seer along with the chhandas and Devata are found in
almost all the four Samhitas like Rk, Yajus, Saman and Atharva, where it is stated that
the knowledge about the seer of the Vedic verse is a must before the study as well as the
usage of the mantra for some ritualistic performances. The general definition of Rsi as
given in the Rksarvanukramani is : yasya vakyam sa rsih. That means the invoker of the
mantra is the seer or rsi and the subject matter of the mantra is the Devata'. The number
of letters in a mantra is the chhandas®. Anyway, now let us see in what sense the word
rsi has been used in the Vedic verses.

After a close observation of the Rgvedic verses, it is observed that the main purport

of the seers was to acquire different kinds of wealth, a good health, a smooth life free
from any ailment, various types of help, all sorts of protections and worthy sons and

U g1 39 I | 391 | A, .4
2 YEERURHA e | TFEATRAN, 2.6
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grandsons etc. from the vedic gods by pleasing them with good invocations. The seers
through their live-invocations, used to reveal the mysterious forces which are very much
indicated in the Rgvedic verses. For example :

1. ye ciddhi tvamtsayah purve juhure vase mahi/Rv.1.48.14
2. Rsinam ca stutirlipa yajfiarh ca manusanam/Rv.1.84.2.
3. ye capirva rsayah ye ca ntitna/
indra brahmani janayanta viprah// Rv. VII. 22.9
0.2. Definitions, Derivations & Etymology of Rsi :

On verification of Vaidika-padanukrama-ko$a, it is found that the word rsi has
occurred about 200 times in all the four samhitas and more than 500 times in the entire
vedic literature in different forms. From this the importance of the word rsi in Vedas can
be well imagined. However, the earliest occurrence of this word found in the second
mantra of the first stikta of the Rgveda is that, ‘agni purvebhirsibhiridya niitanairuta ?
Here, rsi being used in the plural form of the third case affix, indicates that the fire god,
Agni, was being worshipped by the ancient seers as he is being magnified by the modern

Seers.

rsayah mantradragtarah is a very well-known desinition of rsi where it means that
the seers visualised the Vedic mantras through their power of penance when they were
in deep meditations'. According to a famous etymologist, Aupamanyava, the word rsi
has been derived from the root dr§ (darSane-to see) as they visualised the vedic verses.
Quoting him Yaska writes in his Nirukta : ‘rsirdarSanat/stoman dadara iti
aupamanyavah (Nir.2.11). Another derivation of rsi found in the Nirukta in that :
'tadendmstapasyamanan brahma svayambhvanarsat, tad rsinam rsitvam'- iti vijiayate?.
That means the mantras entered into the rsis when they were in deep meditations and
thus they achieved these (mantras). Here, the word rsi can be formed from the root |s
(gatau) with the suffix in. This derivation and meaning of Yaska is supported by the
TaittarTya Aranyaka where the mantra is otherwise stated as brahma.

Besides, the Satapatha Brahmana also expresses similar type of meaning about the
seers by stating Sramena tapasa arisanta tasmat rsayah where the word rsi seems to be
derived from the root ris (tape) or 'to meditate'.

Thus, ssi can be derived from three roots i.e. drs - dar§ane meaning ‘to see', rs -
gatau meaning to go or move' and ris - tape meaing ‘to meditate’. Now, after a close

U Cp. U SHEAAIERRT Al Wt (Nir.7.3)
2 Nir. 2.11
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observation of all these derivations with regard to rsi, it is found that whatever the root
behind the word rsi may be the main purport or meaning is that the seers visualised the
Vedic verses at the time when they were in deep meditations or else the vedic verses (i.e.
mantras) entered themselves into the minds of the rsis or seers during their time of
austerity to which they (seers) revealed in words later. In both the cases, it is one and the
same thing which is expressed in different language in our ancient Vedic texts. Yaska's
saying, “saksatkrtadharmano rsayo babhiibuh'.. etc. may be a complementary line to this
theory where he opines that at one point of time there was no need of any text-form
(grantha) of Veda since the seers could visualise the Vedic mantras directly and use to
bring those in their use as and when necessary. Besides, this is also supported by
Saunaka in his Brhaddevata where the words like mantradrk and apadyat etc. are used
for the seer See express their capability of visualising the vedic verses.

In the samvada-siikta of the Rgveda, Nadi (river), Pani (a vanik) and Sarama (a
dog) etc. are treated as the seers of the mantras. And the seership of these can be
established according to the definition of rsi given in the Rksarvanukramani : yasya
vakyarhh sa rsih?, which means that who ever is the speaker of the mantra may be a
conscious being or unconscious object, becomes the seer of the vakya i.e. mantra. And
accordingly, the seership of nadi, sarama and pani etc. are genuine -

It becomes more interesting when the use of the word rsi is found for different
vedic deities like Agni and Indra etc. For example -

a. agniriddhi praceta agnirvedhastama rsih./ Rv.WI1.14.2
b. arcanti tva marutah pttadaksastvametamasirindrasi dhirah// Rv.V.29.1.etc.

In the above two vedic verses, Agni and Indra are addressed as rsi respectively,
where they are considered to be omniscient i.e. atindriyadrasta krantaprajiia or sarvajfia
etc.

0.3. Medium of Revealation of Veda :

From the ancient time till date, people who have deep faith and love towards Indian
tradition and culture do believe that, Veda is not written by any human being; rather it in
an invaluable gift of the Supreme Being for the welfare of the human race in particular,
and for all the living beings in general (apauruseyarh vakyam vedah). And thus, it is too
ancient and eternal to get perished under any circumstances®. This Veda is such a

! Nir. 1.20

2 A - R,
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knowledge par excellance, the breathing of Lord Paramegvara!, which creeps into the
divine mind of the seers when they were in deep meditations and thus, revealed herself
through them?. This was such an unparalleled speech which came out of the unknown
and unprinted and entered the cave of the seers, who were as divine as the Supreme
Lord. Later these seers established themselves as the real knower of this Vedic
knowledge.

0.4. The Etymological Nature of Vedic Language :

The words used in vedas by these seers are not the words of common man having
limited meanings; but it is a language which is full of symbols and adjectives having
more one meaning. Almost each work conveys several layers of meanings and is fall of
spiritual manners, and in some way or the other, it denotes the Supreme Being.
Consequently, there emerges more than one meaning from the words of the Vedic
mantras. For example, the meaning of the word Gau is the spiritual light, the light of
knowledge, the ordinary light, the sense - organs (indriyani) and also the earth.
Likewise, Usas is both the spiritual dawn or the divine sun-rise as well as the natural
sun-rise. The word Soma used in the mantras denotes not only some medicinal plants
which can be pressed and consumed but also the spritual juice rasa which is beyond
pressing. This was such a spiritual Soma - juice which is not generally known or
achieved by the earthly human beings. The Vedic seers could have achieved this and
become immortal by consuming the Soma-juice upto their throat. They had achieved the
spiritual light and thus themselves become divine - apama somamaméta bhiimaganma
jyotiravidama devan /Kv. VII1.48.3

0.5. The Symbolic Names of the Deities and Seers :

It has been seen in the Vedic Sarhhitas that a word denoting a deity is often used as
an adjective of an another deity due to the symbolic nature of the Vedic words. For
example, Indratama has been used for Usﬁ,3 and Maruttama, and indratama for
Aévinau®. Another important thing is to note here that one deity is invoked after the

U g Fauy SRV 145410 - W FSESE Hedl aw fafed wag a9 swad
REECRILECIREl RG]
2 g Rv.79.3 - Amwataegs vy Srrem |
3 Hid gegd 9T ad aRasea e |
ﬁrﬁuaawﬁﬁgﬁmw% %% || Rv.58.3
Wm&m@'ﬁ%ﬁa@ W G !
WWHHHWWW I Rv. 58.4
4 SN SrEaHT HeledStiod g9 #&id | Ry. VIL79.3
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name of another deity. Indra is invoked as Savits,' Vi§vakarman as Vacaspati® and
Rohita® as Agni in the Sarhhitas. Thus, it is found that the names of the seers are used as
adjectives of the names of the vedic deities and vice-versa. All these prove that the vedic
words related to either deities or seers are symbolic and etymological (yaugika) in

nature. And due to this symbolic nature, Indra, Mitra, Varuna and Agni etc. are treated
as one and the same entity*. Such as Aditi is daus and Aditi is the sky etc’. As a result,
all the vedic gods or deities are treated to be the different parts of the Supreme Being
and the theory of ekatmavada or ekadevatavada has been established in the Vedas.®

0.6. The Symbolic Names of The Seers used in the Mantras:

A close observation of the Vedic mantras makes one feel that the mystic seers were
expert in using similes, metaphor and symbols against the names of exa the deities,
sacrificers, kings and even for their own names’. For example, the meaning of Gotama,
according to language of the seers, is full of spiritual light. Likewise, Gavisthira means
“the constant state of one's spiritualism and divine knowledge. And are the names like
Kutsa, Kanva, Bhrgu and Angira etc. which seem to be the individual names of seers
used symbolically to state some spiritual experience in the Vedic mantras and become
adjectives for the Vedic deities®.

In this connection, Sri Aurobindo in his "Veda-Rahasya' has clearly indicated that
the word Angiras has been used as an adjective espicially for the sake of Gau and Usi a
synonym for Agni’. Besides Angiras or Angirasa has been used for Brhaspati'® and
ASvinau. So according to Aurobindo, Angiras is the light or flames of Agni. Rgveda
X.62.5. clearly states that Angiras is the son of Agni and is produced from Agni itself' ",

U gega f foreran w1 g 2fST T EET | Ry, 1.182.2

2 g5 oTRH( IEG.......qd Agd |fear gai:.... Rv. 111.33.6

3 qraedfd faaRaomad | Ry. 1.164.46¢d.

‘' Av.-13.11.13

> Eg fo aga agrart IH ATaREEEE: || Ry, 1.164.46¢d.
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Sri Aurobindo : The Secret of the Veda,pb. by Sri Aurobindo Society, Pondichery
(1971) p. 19.

Sri Aurobindo : The Secret of the Veda. op.cit., p.20.
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0.6. Conclusion :

Thus, we can conclude that the names of the seers used in the Vedic mantras, are
not only their personal names but also the symbollical expressions of different entities of
Vedas. And as such the knowledge about the seers of the Vedas is as essential as the
knowledge about the vedic deities to understand the meaning of the Vedic verses
properly. Otherwise, so far as the understanding of mantras is concerned, the knowledge
about seers would have been treated unnecessary and redundant. Hence, we can say that
it has been properly said.

aviditva ssim chando daivatarh yogameva ca |

yddhyapayejjapedva papiyan jayate tu sah Il iti |

Dr. Sachidananda Mahapatra
Associate professor Reader in Sanskrit
S.C.S. (A) College, Puri, 752001
Odisha; Mob: 9437352903
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Vedic Interpretations; An Apriunal
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Interpretation :

Offering my pranams to the Almighty, i am here to present my paper on the "Vedic
Interpretations”. Before going into the Vedas, let me illustrate what the term
interpretation means. Explaining or elucidating a given topic is called interpretation.
Certain topics we come across can be explained in just one way or to say, they are very
precise. But there are many topics which pave way for different kinds of interpretations
depending upon the thought process of different people. What is the reason for this? Is it
the fault of the person who explains the topic? As long as the interpreter is well versed
with the subject, the possibility of him at fault is very low. So what gives rise to multiple
interpretations? 't is Ambiguity'. Only when the whole topic or the words in that topic
are ambiguous, it allows the interpreters the freedom to view it from different
perspectives. Some may opine that a topic being ambiguous is not a good sign, for it is
generally felt that the message it conveys should be clear and consistent. But few others
will raise their hands and say that the text or a topic being ambiguous in nature is
welcome, for it allows them to establish their principle or ideology to the readers. Thus,
we see many texts around the world being interpreted differently and sometimes, more
brilliantly than the original author.

Modern Interpretation Of Vedas:

Now let us see how the text 'Veda' is interpreted by modem scholars. Veda needs
no introduction in our land. Its sacredness is well known. The fact that the Vedas have
remained intact for so many centuries has made people around the world look at our
culture and tradition with absolute awe. We follow a tradition which believes that Vedas
are the 'breath’ of the God himself and it is not man-made (paurusheya). This faith is the
reason which has carried the Vedas this far.

After the colonisation of India, the European scholars started to view the Vedas as a
normal religious text. But to give them the credit, they did it with utmost dedication and
sincerity, without which they could not have done so much work about the Vedas. Their
work made Vedas known worldwide. But on the flipside, it also sowed the seeds of
doubt in the minds of the people who until then believed very strongly on the
Apaurusheyatvam of the Vedas. The seeds seem to have grown, with more questions and
arguments being raised about the apaurusheyatva concept. With European scholars
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chipping in with their own interpretations describing the Vedas as primitive, crude and
elementary in character, even the sacredness of the text was questioned.
European View of the Veda:

What made this text which was once considered apaurusheya by the great seers,
pundits and the masses of our country, to be viewed as a primitive, historical text by
some of the modem scholars? As said before, a topic can be interpreted in different ways
only when it is ambiguous in nature. So, with divergent views on the Vedas, it becomes
clear that it is ambiguous, for both the Indian scholars and the European scholars have
explained the text only after equipping themselves on the text and its language. We will
understand the ambiguity of the words of the Vedas only if the explanations of different
interpreters are explained in the same context.

Not many commentaries on Vedas by traditionalists are available, with only
Sayana's work and Yaska's, serving the purpose to some extent. Sayana is the only one
who has done commentary on all the Vedas. The Rig Veda, considered to be the first
among the Vedas by many, was the central text , based on which all these questions and
arguments regarding the Vedas were raised. But Sayana did the commentary for this text
only after doing the commentary for the Yajurveda. The reason he says in the
introduction for the commentary of the Rigveda is that the rituals are based on all the
Vedas and the Yajurveda supplements the various rituals and its methods. In the rituals,
the Adhvaryus recite the Yajurvedic hymns and the Hotas recite the Rigvedic hymns
and the Udgaatas recite Samavedic hymns. So Sayana, keen on establishing the rituals
stated in the Yajurveda, started the commentary of Rigveda with his intentions clear on
explaining the significance of the hymns in relation to rituals. Sayana treaded on the
traditional path laid down by great seers like Asvalayana and Saunaka etc. Thus,
Sayana's commentary is predominantly a traditional and ritualistic approach to the
Rigveda, with Stories and Vedantic thoughts.

When India was colonised, the European scholars, especially Friedrich '"Max
Muller", studied the Vedas with great interest. With only Sayana's commentary
available, quite naturally he was regarded highly by them for not only it helped them in
understanding the text but also they were surprised by the ability of Sayana in explaining
the text with its Sanskrit words being so different and difficult from the current language
used by the people. But once they got acclimatised to the language, they started to
make their own interpretations, for which the ambiguity of the Vedas paved the way.
The Western scholars then took the Rig Veda to be a collection of hymns in praise of
nature. They have consistently followed this theory without considering the cultural
background of our country, which is essential for the correct exposition of the Vedas, In
fact, they have gone the diametrically opposite way, of deducing history from the Vedas.
The worst happened when they finished their study. They all came to a conclusion that
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Vedas are primitive, crude and full of self-centred wishes made for the welfare of their
race (Aryan).

Even greats like Maxmuller felt that Vedic hymns were spoken by people who are
naive. As Max Muller says, "In the hymns of the Veda we see man left to himself to
solve the riddle of this world. We see him crawling on like a creature of the earth with
all the desires and weakness of his anima! nature. Food, wealth and power, a large
family and a long life, are the theme of his daily prayers. But he begins to lift up his
eyes. He stares at the tent of heaven, and asks who supports it? He opens his eyes to the
winds, and asks them whence and whither? He is awakened from darkness and siumber
by the light of the sun, and him whom his eyes cannot behold, and who seems to grant
him the daily pittance of his existence, he calls 1 his life, his breath, his brilliant Lord
and Protector".

Emergence of Sri Aurobindo's Interpretation:

Such comments from foreign scholars affected the thinking of many people in our
country and we find many modem Indian scholars offering full support to their views
such as Aryan invasion theory etc. But for modem seers like Sri Aurobindo, these
comments acted like a catalyst, for it necessitated them to view what was actually said in
the Vedas and in the process created their own ways of interpreting the Vedas. Sri
Aurobindo, being a realized soul, viewed the Rigveda so differently that what these
foreign scholars considered naive, primitive and incoherent, appeared to him, spiritual,
psychological and coherent. He brought in different psychological representations for
different Gods of the Rigveda and correlated each of them so perfectly that makes one
wonder why the Vedas are still not projected by our Modem Indian scholars in that light.
Sri Aurobindo himself speaks on the interpretation of the Vedas in one of his letters thus
"I am aware that some of the hymns of the Veda are interpreted in a sense other than
ritualistic; even European scholars admit higher religious and spiritual ideas in the
Llater Hymns" of the Vedas. My point is that such exceptional passages does not alter
the general tone and purport given to the hymns in the actual interpretations we possess
(Sayana's and European scholars')-With those, we cannot use the Rig Veda as a whole,
as the Upanishads can be used as a whole, as the basis of a high spiritual philosophy. I
quite acknowledge that there has always been a side-stream of tendency making for the
Adhyatmic interpretation of the Veda even as a whole. It would be strange if in a nation
so spiritually minded, such attempts had been entirely lacking. But still they have not
received general recognition. Practically, not in theory, what is the result of Sayana's
commentary? What is the general impression it leaves on the mind? Is it the impression
of "Veda", a great revelation, a book of highest knowledge? Is it not rather which the
European scholars received and from which their theories started, a picture of primitive
worshippers praying to friendly gods, gods of fire, rain, wind, dawn, night, earth and
sky, for wealth, food, oxen, horses, gold, the slaughter of their enemies, even of their
critics, victory in battle, the plunder of the conquered? And if so, how can such hymns
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be an indispensable preparation for the Brahmavidya? My position is that they were
indispensable not by mechanical virtue in the sacrifice, but because the experiences to
which they are the key and which were symbolized by the ritual, are necessary to an
integral knowledge and realization of Brahman in the universe and prepare the
knowledge and realization of the transcendent Brahman. They are, to paraphrase
Shankara's description, mines of all knowledge, knowledge on all the planes of
consciousness, and do fix the conditions and relations of the divine, the human and the
animal element in the being."

Three Kinds of Vedic Interpretation:

With the advent of Sri Aurobindo's interpretation (which he himself admits to have
been tried by many realized souls before him), we have three kinds of interpretations.

1. One which treats Vedas to be a poetical text with hymns directed to nature,
which seeks history and the culture of the people who lived in that age etc (the
interpretation of the European scholars).

2. The second type is the Ritualistic interpretation with the acceptance of the
myths and spiritual aspects. (Sayana's commentary).

3. The third type is the interpretation of the Veda as a whole in the spiritual sense,
(as viewed by Sri Aurobindo).

Cows, Panis and Indra:

Let us examine the narration of the cows being saved from the grasp of Panis by
Indra and see how this is interpreted in all the three ways mentioned above.

Sayana's View

Tvan balasya gomato ahaaravadrivo bitam.

Tvaam devaa abibhyushastujyamaanaasa aavishuh!
o T A SERAGRAT Al

@ AT ARG S STfe: ||

Before explaining this Rik, Sayana states the story thus “once there lived an Asura
named Vala who took the cows of the Devas and hid them in some mountain. Then,
Indra with the help of his army, blasted opened the mountain and released those cows."
Then, Sayana proceeds to explain the Rik thus “Oh Indra, one who bears the Vajra, you

have broken the cage of Vala where the cows were kept in captivation. At that time,
troubled by Vala, the frightened Devas surrendered in you.

In another Rik, this story once again comes up in favour of the Deity
Brahmanaspati or Indra. Sayana provides his commentary for the following Rik thus -

' RV.I-11-5
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Abhinakshato abhiye tamaanasurnidhim paniinaam paramam guhaa kitam

Te vidvaamsah praticakshyaanrtaa punaryata u aayantadudiiyuraavisam. !
IR PR g Ui o T R
A fegiv: SfcrRIaT IRdi: S STEwgeguaRrLil

When the cowherds were taken away by the Panis the Asuras, Angiras, created by
Brahmanaspati, knowing the place of the Panis through Sarama, the hound of the
heaven, sighted the place of the Panis and destroyed it through the fire emerging from
their hands and returned back with the cows. This instance is explained in the Rik thus
"Oh Angiras, those who move forward, you proceed towards the wealth of the cows
taken by Pams. Those Angiras, the intelligent men, seeing the illusion created by the
Panis, reached that place with same force with which they started originally," Thus,
Sayana, maintains this interpretation throughout the text.

Maxmuller's View :

As mentioned before, the Europeans, in particular MaxMuiler, used the ambiguous
nature of the Rig Veda text and interpreted this story thus "It is a reproduction of the old
story of the break of day. The bright cows the rays of the Sun or the rain clouds, for both
go by the same name, have been stolen by the Powers of darkness, by the Night and her
manifold progeny. Gods and men are anxious for their return. But where are they to be
found? They are hidden in a dark or strong stable, or scattered along the ends of the sky,
and the robbers will not restore them. At last, in the furthest distance the first signs of the
Dawn appear, she peers about and runs with lightning quickness, it may be, like a hound
after a scent, across the darkness of the sky. She is looking for, and following the right
path, she has found it. She has heard the lowing of the cows, and she returns to her
starting place with more intense splendour. After her return Indra arises, the God of light
ready to do battle in good earnest against the gloomy Powers, to break open the strong
stable in which the bright cows were kept, and to bring light and strength and life back
to his pious worshippers." (Science of Language, Vol I1.)

Prof. Max Muller would think that sarama and the early dawn was one and the
same thing. He says: "There can be little doubt that she (Sarama) was meant for the early
dawn, and not for the storm. In the ancient hymns of the Rig Veda she is never spoken
of as a dog, nor can we find there the slightest allusion to her canine nature. This is
evidently a later thought." (Science of Language, Vol. II).

He defends his arguments by quoting reference from the text itself thus

"It is Ushas the Dawn, who wakes firstz;

I RV2-24-6
2 RV I1-123-1
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The-, sun follows Ushas behind as a man follows a woman'.

Of whom is it said, as of Sarama, that she brings to light the precious things
hidden in darkness? It is Ushds, the Dawn, who reveals the bright treasures that were

covered by the gloom?.

She crosses the water unhurt3;

Those very ends where, as the Panis said, the cows were to be found. She is said
to break the strongholds and bring back the cows®.

It is she who, like Sarama, distributes wealth among, the sons of men She is

even called the mother of the cows".

The Angiras, we read, asked her for the cows6,

And the doors of the dark stable are said to be opened by her’.

In one place her splendour is said to be spreading as if she were driving forth
cattleg;

In another the splendours of the Dawn are themselves called a drove of cows.”

Nay even the Panis, to whom Sarama was sent to claim the cows, are mentioned
together with Ushds, the Dawn. She is asked to wake those who worship the gods, but

not to wake the Panis'®.

In another passage it is said that the Panis ought to sleep in the midst of darkness
while the Dawn rises to bring treasures for man. It is more than probable, therefore, that

' From these the Professor

Sarama was but one of the many names of the Dawn
concludes that Sarama and Usha or the dawns are the same thing
Sri Aurobindo's View:

Sri Aurobindo, in his text "The Secret of the Veda", interprets the same story in a

psychological sense. He commences his arguments stating that the Legend, though very

I RVI-115-2

2 R.V1123-6

3 RV 6-64-4

* RV 7-75-7,79-4
5> R.V4-52-2

6 R.V6-65-5

7 RV 4-5-12

8 R.V.1-92-12

° R.V4-51-8,52-5
0 R, V1-124-10
R,V 4-51-3
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precise, was not used purely in the mythological sense in the Veda. Often it is stripped
of the mythological aspect and applied to the personal need or aspirations of the singer.
As Indra, who the hero of this legend often repeats the same continually even in the
present, as he is the seeker of the cows, Gavesana, and the restorer of the wealth.

Aurobindo says "sometimes we have simply the fact of the stolen cows and the
recovery by the Indra without any reference to Sarama or the Angirases or the Panis."
He went on to say that it's not always Indra who recovers the cow and quotes an instance
where Agni was glorified for releasing the cows'. There it was mentioned that when
Agni was bom even the old cows became young and herds were seen very happy and
many shining. Sri Aurobindo took this instance and proceeds to explain his theory thus
"What, we may fairly ask, are these shining herds, these cows that were old and become
young again? Certainly, they are not physical herds, nor is it any earthly field by the
Yamuna or the Jhelum that is the sense of this splendid vision of the golden tusked
warrior god and the herds of the shining cattle. They are the herds either of the physical
or of the divine Dawn and the language suits ill with the former interpretation; this
mystical vision is surely a figure of the divine illumination. They are radiances that were
stolen by the powers of darkness and are now divinely recovered not by the god of the
physical fire, but by the flaming force which was concealed in the littleness of the
material existence and is now liberated into the clarities of an illumined mental action."
There are many other deities such as Usha, Soma, Indra and agni together, Brihaspati
etc. to whom various hymns make the attribution of this great victory. One instance
where Usha is related to this victory is clearly explained in the following Rik

Satyaa satyebhirmahatii mahadbhirdevii devebhiryajataa yajatraih.

Rujadrilhaani dadadustiyaanaam prati gaava ushasam vaavasanta
T FARHE HehaaR SaRREaT aee: |
BT Zageat sifcl T ST a1 Fe

True with the gods who are true, great with the gods who are great, sacrificial
godhead with the gods sacrificial, she breaks open the strong places, she gives the
shining herds; the cows low towards the Dawn.

Again citing these hymns from the Veda itself, Sri Aurobindo proves that all the
Gods mentioned in the Veda are just the psychological representation of the powers one
could seek inside every individual thus "Is there a definite sense in these variations
which will bind them together into a single coherent idea or is it random that Rishis
invoke now this and now the other deity in the search and war of their lost cattle? If we
will consent to take the ideas of the Veda as a whole instead of bewildering ourselves in

1 RV522&3
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the play of separate detail, we shall find a very simple and sufficient answer. This matter
of the lost herds is only part of a whole system of connected symbols and images. They
are recovered by the sacrifice and fiery god Agni is the flame, the power and the priest
of the sacrifice; - by the word, and Brihaspati is the father of the word, the Maruts its
singers or Brahmas, brahmano marutah, Saraswati its inspiration; - by the wine, and
soma is the god of the wine and the Ashwins its seekers, finders, givers, drinkers. The
herds (cows) are the herds of tight and the light comes by the Dawn and by the sun of
whom Pushan is a form. Finally Indra is the head of all these gods, lord of the light,
King of the luminous heaven called Swar, - he is, we say, the luminous or divine mind;
into him all the gods enter and take part in his unveiling of the hidden light. We see
therefore that there is a perfect appropriateness in the attribution of one and the same
victory to these different deities and in Madhuchchhandas' image of the gods entering
into Indra for the stroke againstala'. Nothing has been done at random or in obedience to
confused fluidity of ideas. The Veda is perfect and beautiful in its coherence and its
unity."

Comparing the Interpretations:

When we compare the three interpretations, we find that all the three vary from
each other greatly. One thing similar between MaxMuller and Sri Aurobindo is that both
assigned similar meanings for terms 'Go', 'Sarama-, and 'pani' meaning 'Rays’, 'Dawn'
and Darkness' respectively. But the difference lies in their expression of these meanings.
While MaxMuller considered all these only in the physical sense, Aurobindo chose the
psychological sense and hence was able to interpret all these in a spiritual manner and
also was able to prove the cohesiveness involving all these stories in the Rigveda. When
you consider the point that MaxMuller is a complete foreigner not just in origin but also
in relation to the language and its culture, what he has done is certainly unimaginable.
But the irony is that he, after evolving ail these meanings and proving the poetical
genius of the Vedic people, failed to understand that people who were able to explain all
these thoughts into words with such beauty could never be considered primitive and
elementary in their attitude.

The Reason behind Sayana's View and its Significance:

When we look at all the three interpretations, we can arrive at a conclusion that Sri
Aurobindo's way of interpretation seems better for not only it shows that the Vedic text
contains the highest knowledge that the mankind should work for but also it proves that
the Vedic Riks are quite cohesive and interrelated to each other. The European scholars
though differ from this view; among them, MaxMuller seems to have arrived closer to

' RVI-115
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Sri Aitrobindo's at least in the physical sense of the words. Now the question is where
does Sayana's interpretation stand ?

Sayana flourished in the fourteenth century A.D., when the Sanskrit vocabulary had
been almost perfected. The word !Go' then had for its synonyms - Heaven, ray, thunder,
the moon, the sun, animal, the cow-sacrifice, cow, water, organ or sense, word, etc. And
yet with all these before him, Sayana did not try to explain away the word Go'as rays
when he came across it in the incidents relating to the theft of the G6 by the Panis. In
such cases, he has taken the word Go' to mean the cow or cows and not the rays of the
sun. Sayana was no ordinary person. He was a Seer and a great philosopher. That being
the case, why has he not interpreted the Vedas in the spiritual sense or why should he
interpret it in the ritualistic sense? Perhaps to know the answer one should look into the
tradition of this country. Just as Vedas, even the Puranas and Itihasas form the basis of
our culture and tradition. It is a known fact that careful study of Puranas and Itihasas
always instils morals and ethics in the readers. They also carried an undercurrent of
spirituality. Though it is well known that though Mahabharata is a text where warfare
and people are mainly discussed, the Saanta rasa was accepted as the main rasa. Our
country has seen numerous philosophers and seers, yet no one tried to explain these texts
in this respect because all these texts are there not just to cater the needs of the intellects
or the spiritual people but they are here to cater to the needs of all kinds of people. Just
as the Puranas could be understood in different ways depending upon the thought
process of the different people, so too the Vedas could be. Great people who understood
the highest sense preferred to keep it within themselves and imparted the hidden
knowledge only to genuine seekers.

This being our tradition, Sayana strongly adhered to it, even though he was aware
of the ambiguity in the words of Vedas. In fact, he himself has expressed two foto
different meanings for the same phrase in two different places. The phrase is ‘pra

suraschakram bruhataadabhiike’? SHRTFHA ﬂ%ﬁlﬂ'ﬁﬁ? It appears in the 5 verse of

the 174%™ Sukta of first Mandala and also in the 12th verse of the 16th Sukta of 4th
Mandala of Rigveda.

In the first instance Sayana explains this phrase thus 'iet Sun show his chariot or his
radiance near Indra who is fighting for the sake of Kutsa." while in the second instance
in the same context he explains this phrase thus "oh Indra you have broken the weapon
of Sun in the war".

Hence, it becomes certain that he has indeed known all these ambiguities of the
Veda. Yet he chose the ritualistic approach and tried to tie every hymn in relation with
the rituals, sometimes unsuccessfully too. This clearly proves that Sayana must have
realized what Aurobindo has stated but unlike him and like all his previous seers,
remained away from those interpretations, in keeping with our tradition. Still, when we
read his commentary, we come across several instances where even Sayana couldn't
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restrict himself from giving the spiritual sense to certain Riks. Yet, for all, that he stuck
to his task and wrote his commentary, without which people after him couldn't have
imagined to understand the Vedas even in its elementary sense.

Indra and Kutsa:

As said before, Aurobindo has insisted that the Vedas on the whole have
psychological significance. Though he hasn't explained it verse by verse, he has done
enough work to stake a strong claim regarding this. This could be even more
strengthened if we consider the following Rik, which is the basis of my research around
which other Riks narrating Indra and Kutsa seem to revolve.

Though this story seems to deal with two physical characters, the relative
psychological sense of this story can be well understood if the following Rik is
compared with other Riks mentioned below. to

"aa dasyugnaa manasaa yaahyastam bhuvatte kutsah sakhye nikaamah.

sve yonau ni shadatam saruupaa vi vaam chikitsadrutachiddhi naarinii.." !

T AT H T Y Fiod: T b |
& it 1 e T f ot s A

The general meaning of this verse is explained by Sayana by providing relational
story for this Rik thus "once a Rajarishi named Kutsa, son of Ruru, in order to save
himself from the enemies went to Indra. Indra helped him by destroying his enemies and
thus gradually their friendship blossomed." After stating this story, Sayana explains the
meaning of the Rik thus “once Indra invited Kutsa to his house and on their arrival,
Indraani, wife of Indra, got confused and she struggled to discriminate Indra from
Kutsa.” The point here is there are many hymns in the Rigveda where the help rendered
by Indra to Kutsa is stated. I will just quote some of those hymns and will gexplain how
this hymn provides the spiritual significance.

'Kutsaaya yatra puruhuuta vanvanchhushma anantaih pariyaasi vadhaih®

PO T TOEd IeguH: JRA 78:

Oh Indra! you are glorified by the people because you defeated the Asura named
Sushna for the sake of Kutsa.

1 RV 4-16-10
2 RV I1-1219

~136 ~



Vedic Interpretations : An Apriunal

'Vaha kutsamindra yasminchaakantsyuumanyuu rjraa vaatasyasvaa

pra suraschakram bruhatdadabhiike abhi sprudho yaasishadvajrabaahuh'!

TE FeaHs, ARTRIRgHg Tl el
¥ e JEaT RS Tt qiiegeTE: I

Oh Indra you start those horses which have reached Kutsa and let the Sun show the

light near the place. Let Indra be successful in his war against the enemies.

'Kutsasya any oh atithigvasya viiraan ni avrurtak bharata somam asmai'

FEERRARITE SeAgURRaAT SHHe |

You destroyed the enemies of Kutsa, aaya and atithigva.

'kutsaaya sushnamsusham nibarhiih prapitve ahnah kuyavam sahasraa®

Fea YIRS A 7 g org: o T |
You who killed the Asura named Sushna for Kutsa.
'aham kutsamairjuneyam nyrunje'*
a]g. O~ . q@
I (Indra) who always please Kutsa the son of Arjunii
'praanyaccakramavruhah suuryasya kutsaayadnyadvarivo ye'lat'clvekah'5

Oh Indra, you took one cakra from the Sun and gave to Kutsa so that he could get
the wealth.

'Uruu sha saratham saarathaye karindrah kutsaaya suuryasya saatau®
s N <
I& ¥ T TR FRe: Foar Gue drat|
Indra who defeated the Asura for Kutsa who went to the war with him as a
charioteer made a similar chariot for the sake of Kutsa.
"Tvan kavim codayoorkasaatau tvam kutsam sushnam daasushe vark'’

o F NGASHET @t T U TR T

Oh Indra you killed the Asura sushna for Kutsa.

R.V 1-174-5
R.V 2-14-7
R. V4-16-12
R.V 4-26-1
R.V 5-29-10
R.V 6-20-5
R. V 6-26-3

BT« Y N T N
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In all the above mentioned Riks, the help rendered by Indra to Kutsa is clearly
stated. There are also other Riks where it is mentioned that Indra shared the same chariot
with Kutsa while going to the war.

'Yaasi kutsena saratham avasyuk'!
QY Fea TEHTEGES)
You went to the war along with kutsa in the chariot.
Yanvaanah atra saratham yayaatha kutsena devaih avanoh ha sushnam?
Tl ST T T b SR T
You destroyed the ememy Sushna travelling in the chariot along with Kutsa.
From all these Riks it is clear that Indra helped Kutsa when he sought Indra's help
and he performed it along with Kutsa. But all these Riks never gives a semblance of a
chance to the other important factor mentioned in the Rik

"aa dasyugnaa manasaa yaahyastam bhuvatte kutsah sakhye nikaamah.

sveyonau ni shadatam saruupaa vi vaam chikitsadrutachiddhi naari."

T T HEl T Y Fiod: T R |
& it 1 e T 2 at Rafeeeeatrg A

the saruupatvam (similarity in the looks) of both Indra and Kutsa (saruupaa vi vaam).
All these factors give only one sense if taken in the physical aspect, that Indra and Kutsa
to be two different persons. If that is the case, how it is possible for them to look so
similar that even Indra s wife gets confused. Even if that be possible, it is not mentioned
anywhere else in the whole Veda, for being similar to Indra, the biggest God of the
Rigveda, should have attracted more Riks!

But the same Rik, if we see in different light, provides more acceptability in regards
with the adjective saruupatvam. We see consistently throughout the Vedas that Indra
helped Kutsa by slaining the Asura Sushna. The etymological sense of word Sushna can
be related to dryness or barrenness. Even Sayana has mentioned that the word Sushna
could mean sushka(dryness). Now let us take Indra to be the Paramaatma and Kutsa to
be the Jiivaatma. As mentioned before the Jivaatma approaches the Paramaatma to
relieve itself from the barren state (Sushnam). When this Jiivatma approaches the
Paramaatma with utmost sincerity certainly the request gets the approval and the enemy
namely the barren state (not being divine) gets defeated and the jiivaatma attains the
identical state of Paramaatma (being divine). Thus if we interpret this Rik in this

I RV 4-16-11
2 R.V.5-299
3 R.V4-16-10
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manner, the Saruupatva namely the similarity in the ruupa (state) is more meaningful
rather than it being accepted when interpreted otherwise.

Taking Saruupatva as mentioned above the following riks and the riks mentioned
earlier also become coherent.

'"Uruu sha saratham saarathaye karindrah kutsaaya suuryasya saatau'!

I6 T T GREA i o gaed |

Indra made a chariot for kutsa using Suns help. Though it seems to be a normal
chariot there is some psychological significance here too. It is said in the Rik that the
chariot is made from the help (Saatau) provided by the Sun. What help did the Sun
provide? It is one of his 'Cakra’ which is mentioned in the following Rik

praanyaccakramavruhah suuryasya kutséiﬁy2'1:?1nyadvarivoyaatavekah'2

W IEAgE: G FeAIgRE! TRSE: |

"Oh Indra you took one cakra from the Sun and gave to Kutsa so that he could get
the wealth". The psychological significance of "Cakra' is mentioned by Sayana in his
commentary for the following Rik thus 'pra suraschakram bruhataadabhiike' (R.V.1-174-
5) "let Sun show his chariot or his radiance (Cakra) near Indra who is fighting for the
sake of Kutsa. "Taking the word 'Cakra’ to mean radiance or the divine light of the sun
and sun to be the light of knowledge' the whole story involving Indra and Kutsa makes
perfect spiritual sense. Indra (Sarvaatma), who provided the help to Kutsa (Jiivaatma) by
destroying the Sushna (barrenness), gave the chariot (divine knowledge) identical to his
made from the Cakra (divine light) provided by the Sun (divine light of knowledge).
Thus Kutsa attaining the Saruupatva (sameness) with Indra is more understandable now
that he has attained the divine knowledge which Indra (Paramaatma) possess.

One can also notice that what Krishna declared in the 10th Adhyaya of Srimad
Bhagavadgeeta is indeed very similar to what Indra declares in the Rigveda. In the 10h
Adhyaya, Krishna after declaring "I am the letter 'A'among letters, I am Samaveda
among Vedas" etc. and completes it by saying he himself has manifested in everything
thus

""yatyat vibhuutimatsattvam sriimaduurjitameva vaa

Tat tadevaagaccha tvam jaaniihi mama tejomsasambhavam"3

Similarly in the first hymn Indra says "I became Manu, I am the Sun, the seer
Kakshiivaan son of diirgatamas, I am the one who always pleases Kutsa the son of
Aijunii, [ am the seer Ushana, behold me"

I R.V6-20-5
2 R.V.5-29-10
3 B.G 10" Adhyaya 41 Verse
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'aham manurabhavam suuryascaahant kakshiivaam rishirasmi viprah

ahum kutsamaarjuneyam nyrunje aham kavirusanaapasyaiaa maa'!

¢ AgeT Eag Ffiat iR R
T FERIGE ~gSE FHIREE qa A

In his commentary, Sayana adds "what Indra said in the hymn of Kutsa (that he
pleases kutsa) is just a secondary meaning. But in the spiritual sense (Paramaartha
drishtyaa tu), both Indra and Kutsa are one and the same. Also the words 1Maa pasyata'
mean not only that everyone should see Him (Indra) as the Sarvatma (the eternal soul)
but they should see the same within themselves too". Here is one of those instances
where Sayana couldn't restrict himself from bringing out the spiritual sense of the Rik
This being the case, it becomes very clear that by Indra it means the Paramaatma himself
or as Sri Aurobindo says, the 'Divine mind'.

Conclusion:

There are subtle things still unclear in the above interpretation of the Rik. But
interpreting it in the spiritual sense is more appealing. It is not easy for normal men to
get the exact spiritual sense from the Vedas, for it reveals itself in full light only for
those seers who are in the highest state. At least, one could remember that this text
always provides highest clarity to men. Whenever we read this text, we at the back of
our mind, should realize that this is not an ordinary text but this is sacred, it is godly
which is why we call it Apaurusheya (Not man-made).

The other greatness of this text is that it calls for different kinds of interpretation.
No text in this world allows such flexibility and still looks awesome and
accommodating. We say so because even in the literary and ritualistic interpretations,
there seems to be no text to match the fluency with which the hymns are rendered in the
Rigveda. Though lack of coherence, when interpreted in the first two methods, appears
as a negative, each Rik in its own right adds beauty to the text. Thus, the Vedas prove
beyond doubt that when we prepare ourselves to further in our quest to understand the
Veda, we would know that the Vedic hymns actually provide many types of knowledge -
a knowledge of the nature, gods and history, a sacrificial or ritualistic knowledge, and
finally a spiritual knowledge, but the last is the true sense and when one gets, it the
others drop or are cut away.
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