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AfeereATTSAS T - If we look at the beginnings of Indian society, the
far-off Vedic age which we no longer understand, for we have lost
that mentality, we see that everything is symbolic. The religious
institution of sacrifice governs the whole society and all its hours and
moments, and the ritual of the sacrifice is at every turn and in every
detail, as even a cursory study of the Brahmanas and Upanisads ought
to show us mystically symbolic. The theory that there was nothing in
the sacrifice except a propitiation of Nature-gods for the gaining of
worldly prosperity and of Paradise, is a misunderstanding by a later
humanity which had already become profoundly affected by an
intellectual and practical bent of mind, practical even in its religion
and even in its own mysticism and symbolism, and therefore could no
ger enter into the ancient spirit. Not only the actual religious worship
but also the social institutions of the time were dated through and
through with the symbolic spirit. Take the hymn of the Rig Veda
which is supposed to be a marriage hymn for the union of a human
couple and was certainly used as such in the later Vedic ages. Yet the
whole sense of the hymn turns about the successive marriages of
Suryd, daughter of the Sun, with different gods and the human
marriage is quite a subordinate matter overshadowed and governed
entirely by the divine and mystic figure and is spoken of in the terms
of that figure. Mark, however, that the divine marriage here is not, as
it would be in later ancient poetry, a decorative image or poetical
ornamentation used to set off and embellish the human union; on the
contrary, the human is an inferior figure and image of the divine. The
distinction marks off the entire contrast between that more ancient
mentality and our modern regard upon things. This symbolism
influenced for a long time Indian ideas of marriage and is even now
conventionally remembered though no longer understood or

effective.’
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EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE RGVEDASAMHITA AS
WELL AS IN THE DHARMASASTRAS — A COMPREHENSIVE NOTE

Rijumani Kalita
Dr. Jagadish Sarma.

Abstract :

The Vedic literature is the oldest literary monument of India in which the
culture and civilization of the ancient Indian people are reflected. Everything related
to the society and cultures of Indian people are formulated in the Vedas. The
Rgveda is the foundation of the entire Vedic literature. Dharmasastra is a genre of
Sanskrit theological texts, and refers to the treatises of Hinduism on Dharma. The
Dharmasastras have their origin in various Vedic schools and belong to the Vedanga
treatises known as the Kalpastitras. Dharmasastras are concerned with right, duty,
law, religion, customs and uses with reference to the individuals (Dharma), apart
from matters related to Vedic rituals (Srauta) and ceremonies of domestic life
(Grhya). In these literatures one can see the descending position and status of

women in society, where lots of restrictions were imposed to them.

Education is the central pillar of every society. A steady society can be led by
proper education. The educational status of women in the Rgvedic society and in the
Dharmasastras is one of the most important topics rounded in the societies. The
position of a woman is best described in the Rgveda and in the Dharmasatras.
Ancient India recognized the importance of woman with her great qualities and
inner dignity, in shaping the whole society. Giving importance to women Manu
says, ‘where the women are honoured, there the gods rejoice, but where they are
dishonoured, all activities become fruitless.” The Rgvedic society is based on the
family, where a proper place was assigned to women. The position of women, as
known from the Rgveda, was neither low nor humiliating. The community was
showing proper concern and respect for women, allowing them considerable
freedom of social life. But in the Dharmasastras, woman is assigned a position of
dependence and even women of higher classes came to be looked upon as equal to

sadras so far as Vedic study and several other matters were concerned.

The present paper is aimed at focusing about the educational status of

women in the Rgvedic society and in the Dharmasastras.
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Introduction :

The Vedas are generally believed to be the earliest literary record
of the Indo-European race. No literacy works can be traced before the
revelation of the Vedas, it is impossible for everybody to find out the
right point of view about religion, morals and literature of Hindus.
Therefore, the Veda is the treasure-house of ancient Indian culture
and civilization, forming the foundation of the early religious belief of
Hindus. It is believed to be the sacred book of India. The word Veda is
derived from the root vid, to know, means the supreme knowledge.
The Veda consists of four collections of Samhitas viz, the
Rgvedasamhita, the Samavedasamhita, the Yajurvedasamhita and the

Atharvavedasamhita.

Dharmasastra is a genre of Sanskrit theological texts, and refers to
the treatises of Hinduism on Dharma. The Dharmasastras have their
origin in various Vedic schools and belong to the Vedanga treatises
known as the Kalpastitras. The Dharmasastras arose out of the
practical necessity to preserve systematically and concisely the vast
magnitude of rituals, religious customs and manners found in the four
Vedas. There are many Dharmasastras, variously estimated to be 18 to
about 100, with different and conflicting points of view. The textual
corpus of Dharmasastras were composed in poetic verses, which are
part of the Hindu Smrties, constituting divergent commentaries and
treatises on duties, responsibilities and ethics to oneself, to family and
as a member. The Dharmasastras are deals with Asramas, (stages of
life), Varnas (social classes), Purusarthas (proper goals of life) personal
virtues and duties such as Ahimsa, (non- violence) and many other

topics.
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Women’s Education in the Rgvedic society :

Ancient India recognized the importance of woman with her great
qualities and inner dignity, in shaping the whole society. Giving
importance to women Manu says, ‘where the women are honoured,
there the gods rejoice, but where they are dishonoured, all activities
become fruitless.”" The Rgvedic society is based on the family, where a
proper place was assigned to women. The position of women, as
known from the Rgveda, was neither low nor humiliating. The
community was showing proper concern and respect for women,

allowing them considerable freedom of social life.

For a long period of its history, education in ancient India meant
study of Vedic education and during Vedic period, education was
imparted to all who were expected to take part in Vedic sacrifices,
irrespective of their gender.” In the Vedic age, women had the right of
Vedic studies and they were initiated with the sacred thread. Women
students were categorized into two classes, Brahmavadinis and
Sadyovadhus. The former devoted their whole lives in studying
theology and philosophy. The later used to continue their studies till
their marriage at the age of fifteen or sixteen.’ The education of
Sadyovadhus comprised the study of important Vedic hymns
necessary for usual prayers and sacrifices. Music and dance were also
taught to them. Thus, in Vedic times, the status of Indian women as to
education was much higher than in medieval and modern times in
India. A.S. Altekar termed the Vedic period as the golden period for
Indian women. A hymn found in the Atharvaveda mentions that the

married life of a girl can be successful provided she is properly

1 Manusmrti., 3.56
2 Altekar, A.S. Education in Ancient India, p. 204
3  Altekar, A.S. The position of Women in the Hindu Civilization, p.9
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trained in her student life, emphasizing the value given to female

education in Vedic society.”

Gradually, the position of women became worse and worse. In the
Dharmastitras and Manusmrti, woman is assigned a position of
dependence and even women of higher classes came to be looked
upon as equal to $adras so far as Vedic study and several other
matters were concerned. Gautama Dharmasiatra, Vasistha
Dharmasiitra, Baudhayana Dharmastitra and Manusmrti says that
women have no independence and in all stages depend upon men.” It
has seen also that all the samhskaras (except marriage) were performed

in the case of girls without Vedic mantras.

Regarding the education of girls, the Rgvedasamhita does not
remain silent. Though in the Rgvedasamhita there is no specific
mention of any educational institution for women study, but it can be
easily inferred that they were given due freedom for education in the
Rgvedic society. They received liberal education in the branches of
physical, intellectual and spiritual instructions. Women were not
debarred from the Vedic studies. In the Rgvedasamhita, there were
women seers who left an indelible mark in the composition of hymns.
In the Rgvedic age, there were many women seers of the Vedic
mantras or Brahmavadinis. According to the Sarvanukramanika, there
were as many as twenty women among the seers or authors of
Rgveda.’ Saunaka’s Brhaddevata enumerates as many as twenty
seven female seers or rsikas viz. Ghosa, Godha, Visvavara, Apala,

Juhti, Aditi, Indrani, Sarama, Romasa, Urvasi, Lopamudra, Vak,

Atharvaveda, 11.5.18
5  Gautama Dharmasttra. 2.9.1
Baudhayana Dharmasiitra. 2.2.45
Manusmrti. 9.3
6  Altekar, A. S. The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, p.10.

~99 ~




'VEDA-VIDYA' An International Refereed Research Journal

Sraddha, Kamayani, Indrmata, Ratri, Strya, Yami, Paulomi etc. Some
of these perhaps may have been mythical personages. The hymn
starting with aham rudrebhirvasubhi$carami...known as Vak Stikta of
the tenth mandala of the Rgveda’ is composed by Vak, the speech
personified, the daughter of sage Ambhrna. It is an unparalleled
philosophical revelation which gives rise to the concept of
Sabdabrahma. It is seen that women like Vi$vavara, not only
composed verses in praise of Agni and other gods but also
worshipped the gods with oblation.® The last two rks of Vigvavara
hymn are included in the samidheni verses recited in kindling the
sacred fire in the New and Full Moon sacrifice.” Such female seers are
called Brahmavadinis- one of the two classes of women students.
Another class is called Sadyodvahas.'” The Brahmavadinis were life-
long students of theology and philosophy who aimed at a very high
excellence in scholarship. Sayanacarya in the commentary of a
Rgvedic verse states that Ghosa, the daughter of Kaksivan was a
Brahmavadini: ghosanamo brahmavadini kaksivato duhita.../'" In the
Upanisadic age too, women enjoys almost every privilege as men. In
the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, it is depicted that Gargi was a learned
seer who took part in the discussion of highest truth with Yajfavalkya
in the court of king Janaka of Videha.'? Maitrey1, one of the two wives
of Yajfiavalkya, is also found to be a learned lady who was taught the
knowledge of Atman, the ultimate reality of Yajfiavalkya, on her

request to do so."

Rgveda., 10.125.
Ibid., 5.28.1
Sayana, Rgveda., 5.28.4
10 Altekar, A.S. The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization., p. 10
11 Sayana on Rgveda., 1.117.7
12 The Brhadaranyaka Upanisad., 3.6
13 1Ibid. 2.4
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Music and dance formed the principal recreations of people
during the Rgvedic period. So, girls were instructed in the fine arts,
such as dance and music. The Rgvedasamhita refers to professional
female dancers called nrta.'* Women also practiced different types of
handworks such as, weaving,15 knitting16 and the like. The art of
embroidery was very much popular at that period and woman had

mastery in that art.

During the Rgvedic period, women also used to receive military
training. There are many references in the Rgvedasamhita in which
women were very bravely taking part in the war with their husband.
Vigpala, the wife of king khela, had lost her leg in fighting'’, and it
was replaced by an iron leg through the grace of the Asvins.'"® This
instance shows her braveness. Another women named Mudgalani,
was very famous for her bravery, having military education and
strategies of war. Mudgalani or Indrasena, the wife of sage Mudgala,
helped her husband in the pursuit of robbers who had stolen their
cows, drove her husband chariot to battle and defeated them with the
help of husband’s bow and arrows and recovered the stolen
property."” Such references help to understand that women in the
Rgvedic age had efficiency in war. They were well- trained in drawing

chariots as well as in the use of weapons like bows and arrows.
Women’s Education in the Dharmasastras:

On the topic of women’s education, various writers have been

already written in early times, and these texts proved that they were

14 Rgveda., 1.92.4
15 1Ibid., 2.3.6,2.38.4
16 Ibid., 2.3.6

17 1Ibid., 1.112.10

18 1Ibid., 1.116.15

19 Ibid., 10.102.2,11
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kept uneducated and totally ignorant of the larger life of the world. At
the same time, it is clear that as a rule, girls were not to be taken
through the same course as boys. According to their needs they could
select their course. But according to Manu, this kind of competitive

equality of man and women is not reflected.

Upanayana of women continued as a kind of meaningless custom
for a few centuries during the Dharmasastra period. Thus, Manu is
seen to be in favour of Upanayana of girls, but he did not provide any
Vedic mantras are used for the occasion.”” Manu also mentioned that
the marriage sacrament however has obviously, for bride and bride
groom alike to be performed with Veda-mantras. Generally speaking,
the girl should be nurtured brought up, and educated in the same

way and as diligently as the boy.

In later Vedic period of time, there is no any prohibition against
girls; they also had some course of education as the boys of their caste
class. It would seem that in very early times, girls were also invested
with the sacred thread- at last, some who showed special in education
for study.” Harita Dharmastitra as quoted in the smrtichandrika also

says, “there are two sorts of girls:

(i) The brahma-vadini-s, students, who receive the sacred thread
constant reminder of the holy vows, tend the sacrificial fire, and
study the Vedas, but in distinction from the boy-students, for alms

within their own parental homes;

(ii) The sadyovadhii-s, who are given the sacred thread, somehow,
only symbolically and formally, immediately before marriage”.
Gautamasmrti says that in the olden time, girls used also to wear

the sacred thread on the shoulder and the mufija-grass string

20 Manusmrti., 9.18
21 Paraskara Grhyasitra, 24
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round the waist, and to study the Vedas and recite the Gayatri

mantra.*
In the Gobhila Grhyastitra also said -

“Leading forward towards the sacred fire (from the house) the
bride who is wrapped in a robe and wears the sacred thread (slung
from her left shoulder, in the yajfiopavita mode) he (the husband)
should murmur the verse;- ‘Soma gave her to Gandharva” (Rgveda.
10.85.41).”% According to Gobhila Grhyasiitra, it is clear that the girl

wore yajfiopavita as a symbol of the rite of upanayana.

In the ceremony of Samavartana, Asvalayana Grhyasitra, says on
the subject of applying ointment- ‘after having smeared the two hands
with ointment a brahmana should salve his face first, a ksatriya his
two arms, a vaiSya his belly, a woman her private parts and person

who gain their livelihood by running, their thighs.”*

It is improper to say that as to women this is a general rule
interpolated in the treatment of samavartana and has nothing to do
with the latter. Harita prescribes that in the case of women
samavartana took place before the appearance of menses. Therefore,
brahmavadini women had upanayana performed in the 8™ year from
conception, and then they studied Vedic lore and finished student-
hood at the age of puberty. Yama says :- ‘In former ages, tying of the
girdle of mufija (i.e. upanayana) was desired in the case of maidens,
they were taught the Vedas and made to recite the savitri ( the sacred
Gayatri verse), either their father, uncle or brother taught them and

not a stranger and begging was prescribed for a maiden in the house

22 History of the Dharmasastra, Voll.IL.part.I. p.151
23 Gobhila Grhyasitra. 2.1.19
24 Agdvalayana Grhyastitra, 3. 8.11
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itself and she was not to wear deer- skin or bark garment and was not

to have matted hair.’

On the subject of the samskaras from Jatakarma to upanayana,
Manu says that these ceremonies were to be performed in their
entirely for women also, but without mantras.”’ He also mentioned
that the ceremony of marriage is the only sarmskara performed with
Vedic mantras in the case of women; in their case, attendance on the
husband amounts to serving a guru and performance of domestic
duties to worship of fire.”* This shows that in the day of the
Manusmrti, upanayana for women had gone out of practice, though
there were faint glimmerings of its performance for women in former

days.

The Baudhayana Dharmasiitra quoted in the samskara-ratna-mala
(p.188) says that yarn spun by a brahmana or his maiden daughter is
to be brought, and then one is to measure first 96 angulas of it with
the syllable bhuh, then another 96 with bhuvah and a third 96 with
svah, then the yarn so measured is to be kept on a leaf of palasa and is
to be sprinkled with water to the accompaniment of the three mantras
apo hi stha...(Rgveda, X. 9. 1-3) with the four verses Hiranyavarnah
(Taittiriya Samhita, V.6.1 and Atharvaveda, 1.33.1-4) and with
anuvaka beginning with pavamanah suvarjanah (Taittiriya Brahmana,
1.4.8) and with the Gayatri, then the yarn is to be taken in the left
hand and there is to be a clapping of the two hands thrice, the yarn is
to be twisted with the three verses- bhuragnimca (Taittiriya
Brahmana, II1.10.2) and then the knot is to be tied with the formula
bhurbhuvah evas candramasam ca(Taittiriya Brahmana, III, 10.2) and
the nine deities — omkara, Agni have to be invoked on the nine

strands, then the upavita is to be taken with the mantra- devasya tva

25 Manusmrti, 2. 66
26 Ibid., 2. 67
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and then it is to be shown to the sun with the verse;- ud vayam
tamasaspari (Rgveda, 1.50.10) and then the yajfiopavita is to be put on
with the verse;- yajfiopavitam etc. Then there is to be a japa of the
gayatri verse and then acamana. In modern times whenever a new
yajiiopavita has to be worn, the ceremony briefly consists in repeating
the three verses apo hi stha...(Rgveda, X.9.1-3) over water with which
the yajfiopavita is to be sprinkled; then there is the repetition of the
Gayatri ten times with vyahrtis, as O bhurbhuvahsvah and then the

yajfiopavita is to be put on with the mantra yajfiopavitaparamam.

In the Agvalayana Grhyasiitra it is mentioned that the daily rsi-
tarpana among a host of sages water is offered to three women as
teacher, viz. Gargi Vacaknavi, Vadava Pratitheyl and Sulabha
Maitreyi.”” The important fact is that the Kasikavrtti on Panini teaches
the formation of acarya and upadhyaya as meaning a woman who is
herself a teacher (and not merely the wife of a teacher) establishes that
the ancient grammarians were familiar with women teacher.”® But, in
latter, who was not necessarily scholar, was called upadhyayani , she
was the wife of a teacher.” In the siitra period, women could recite the
Vedic mantras, which can be shown in the Gobhila Grhyasiitra.
Gobhila Grhyasiitra prescribes that when the bride pushes forward
with her foot a mat the bridegroom should make her repeat the
mantra- ‘may the way which my husband goes by be also assigned to
me’ and if she does not repeat this mantra he should repeat it

substituting the words ‘to her’ for ‘to me’.*’

The Kamasttra of Vatsyayana prescribes that women should

study the Kamasittra and its subsidiary angas, (viz., the 64 kalas such

27 Asvalayana Grhyasitra. 3.4

28 Kasikavrtti on Panini, IV. 1. 59 and II1. 3. 21

29 Altekar, A.S. The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, p. 13
30 Gobhila Grhyasttra, II. 1.19-20
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as singing, dancing, painting etc.) before they attain youth, (i.e., in
their father’s house) and after marriage with the husband’s consent. In
the 64 kalas enumerated in that work are included prahelikas (riddles
of words), pustakavacana (chanting from books), kavya-samasya-
purana (composing a suitable portion of a verse to fit in with a portion

given), knowledge of lexicons and metres etc.”’

In later period of C.300 B.C. the cause of women’s education
suffered a good deal when child marriage was grown up. Usually this
meant a serious handicap to advanced studies, which could not be
obviously finished before the ages of 12 or 13, which was the new
marriageable age. By about the 8th or 9" century A.D. the
marriageable age of girls was further lowered to 9 or 10; after their
marriage those girls never get any education. When some primary
education could have been imported then they got two or three years
for completing their studies. But both the girls and their guardians
used to give their attention during this period more to the problem of

marriage than to that of education.

Naturally, at that time cultured and rich families were a few in
societies. They had sufficient resources to enable them to employ
special teachers like Brihannada, Ganadasa and Haradatta for their
daughter’s education. Common families, they could not often to do
this and their daughters, who had to be married at this time at about
the age of 10 or 11, therefore they could hardly receive any education.
A commentator on Naradasmrti, named Asahaya, who flourished in
the 8th century A.D., justifies the theory of the tutorship of women
that their intellect is not developed like that of men on account of their
not having the benefit of proper training and education.”” This

observation makes it clear that education had become fairly rare

31 Kamasiutra, 1.3.16
32 Naradasmrti, 13.30
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among women in general in the 8th century A.D. At this time literary
among men was about 30 percent,33 that among women was most

probably more than 10 percent.

The cultivation of fine arts, like music, dancing and painting was
encouraged in the case of girls since very early hymns. Musical
recitation of Sama hymns was originally the special function of
ladies.** Tt is clear that they must be specialising in music in the early
Vedic period; otherwise this important duty would not have been
assigned to them. Some legends in the Vedic literature make
destructive references to women'’s partiality to music. Once Devas and
Asuras both wanted to win over the Goddess of speech; gods
succeeded in their effort because they were smart enough to realise
that the best way to achieve their aim was to sing and dance before
her. The author of the legend cannot resist the temptation of observing
that women can be easily won over by one who sings melodiously
and dances gracefully before them.” In the post Vedic period also
society went on encouraging music and dancing in the case of girls.
Other arts which they were recommended to master were painting,
gardening, garland-making, toy-making, house decorations etc. It is
clear that higher classes of society used to take all possible care to

develop the aesthetic sense of girls.

Women could become economically self-reliant when they were
followed the medical or the teaching line. The same case was with the
singers and dancers. For common women spinning and weaving were
of great help in times of difficulty. Textile industry was a very
important and prosperous one in India down to 1850 A.D. It was

organised and conducted mainly as a cottage industry and so it

33 Altekar, A.S. Education in Ancient India, p. 213-214
34 Satapatha Brahmana., 14.3.1.3
35 1Ibid., 3.2.4.6
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afforded good scope to women in financial distress. The Arthasastra
of Kautilya, lays down that the state should provide special facilities
to needy women to enable them to earn a living by spinning.’® From
medieval commentators it can be learn that spinning continued to be

the mainstay of poor widows at that time as well.*’

In different parts of India many scholars have trying to find out
the methods of co-education in the course of the many past centuries.
And they found that no lines of study were positive by barred to
women, not even Veda-studies, and occasionally Brahma-vadini
women studied in the same guru-kulas with men students; but that
this was rare; generally girls learnt only the domestic and the fine arts,
separately from the boys, and were instructed there in mostly by their
own family-elders; men and women; and that as the centuries passed,
and degeneration of character began, the segregation of men and
women from one another become stricter and their education
declined.”® But whenever there has occurred a revival of political
power and economic prosperity, women have also come forward, side
by side with their men, and they become more educated in feminine
lines and common cultural lines. Sanskrit literature possesses some
famous women-authors even in mathematics and metaphysics and of
course in poetry. Indian history knows of many great and good
women rulers. In the Puranic monument the goddesses are more
whole-heartedly worshipped than the gods. There are no doubt faint
indications that when women could at all devote themselves to

learning, they must have been taught with male pupils.

Conclusion :

36 Arthasastra, 2.23.
37 Medhatithi on Manusmrti, 5.157.
38 Altekar, A. S. Education in Ancient India, ch. 7
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From the discussion on educational status of women in the
Rgvedasamhita as well in the Dharmasastras, shows that women
enjoyed a higher status in ancient India. Vedic women were given
equal status in education and in the society along with the male ones.
They had full rights for their education. After Vedic period, the
education of women started to decline. They had suffered drastic
hardships and restrictions as propounded by Manu. The birth of a girl
child was treated as disaster for the family. Girls were denied access
to education. There was no arrangement for their education in
gurukula. But there is no doubt to say that , India being a land of
education since ancient and medieval periods flourished with famous
educational institution and gave support to the women education.
After independence the scope for women increased and women
education in modern India become widened. Education is definitely
important in one’s life. Education of women leads to improved self-
esteem and give them more opportunities by which they feel more

confident and independent.

Rijumani Kalita
Research Scholar, Dept of Sanskrit, Gauhati University.

Dr. Jagadish Sarma.
Associate Professor, Dept of Sanskrit, Gauhati University.
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“INTUITION”- THE VEDIC PARSIMONY Vs DECADENCE

Dr. N. Usha Devi

A renewal of interest in the revelations of the Vedas brings into
focus a transformative orientation directed to face the challenges of
modernity and the so-called enlightenment rationality. While most of
the Vedic revelations have strong metaphysical foundations and a
compass reading towards naturalist sphere, any recasting would be
dificult with deviation from the epistemic background. But incessant
efforts are on in current times to renew these old ways of thinking by
reading these in diverse ways, eithercritically appraising or through a
reintegration into the living currents of contemporary thinking. As far
as Indian philosophizing is concerned, the 'truth’' cannot be naively
approached without an argumentative elucidation, for most of the
philosophical approaches are fimly founded on the epistemic
superstructure or 'constitutive compossibility of consciousness (cit)’.
This truth is affirmed through the peculiar state of ‘insightful
experience” which appears as momentary flashes of light that brings
in the unity of everything and which are further reaffirmable
(indirectly and negatively) by the method of logic of non-difference
(abheda). The denial of differences of duality (dvaita), of multiplicity
(nanatva) and of relation (sambandha) represents areas of diverse
readings in different systems of Indian philosophy. There is
subsequently proposal of negative metaphysics of the world and a
case of 'second reality'. But these two are mostly not accepted as

'truth’, for, these become ‘anirvacya’ (inexplicable) as the Vedas
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consistently discem. Here, what makes of a special relevance for
consideration is the fact that the second reality is an unavoidable
logical necessity for empirical affirmation of "truth'.! But it is still
peculiar that this secondary reality is referred as truth whereas the
Ultimate is truly the Being (Absolute or the Parabrahman)- the truth
of truths' iea which most of the philosophical systems agree upon. The
present article is centralized on the theme of contiguity of
propositional necessity on the reality in the logical cognitive
enterprise and on the discussion of the issues related in appraisal of
constitutive compossibility of individuality” and the different aspects
of consciousness. The argument focuses on the issue of how the
world/individual ‘is” and how to express this something known

about the constitutive compossibility.
"INTUITION" - The Correlative Implications:

“Creative visualization" is the core of human imagination and
thought process. This can De understood from two basic premises- the
premise of pure cognitive realm (objective) and that of mental faculty
(subjective). In both, images or ideas appear and disappear as flashes
of light. But in the case of pure mental function memory makes the
thought process to continue whereas in the case of the cognitive
faculty there is no objective content. So the later case is one of pure
knowledge or consciousness and the former is objective
consciousness. In the case of the faculty of the mind, there is
experience of the creative states that brings in imaginary forms and
structures. It is peculiar that human beings have the amazing capacity
of cognitive reflection which results in the knowledge of the essence
of our being otherwise called Reality. Intuition, in its true implication,

is the creative visualization of the Reality.

1  Brhadaranyaka Upanisad - 11.1.20
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In contrariety to sensibility which is a mode of realization of
nature and content of something that exists, Intuition is beyond the
faculty of senses and even the common states of the mind. Generally,
mental states have content, imperfections or objectivity. But Intuition
symbolizes the highest state of insight wherein a new dimension of
existence is revealed which transforms the mind into a state of
existence that is contentless, pure or subjective one i.e. "Oneness' and
this is called Reality, Truth or Brahman. Such a state of existence is
called Atmanubhiti or Atmasaka Datkara (self-experience or Atman-
realization) in Indian context. Such a quintessential experience is
revealed in the form of Vedas in ancient India and these form the
foundational knowledge basis for all philosophers in India and in the
World.

The Vedic seers considered their knowledge gained through a
tradition of direct hearing from Guru as top secret (paramarahasyam)
and holy. This secret nature of the Vedic knowledge is revealed in the
Veda itself. Rgveda® states that the secrets behind the Mantras of the
Veda can be known only to those who practice the correct
pronunciation (anuvacanam) or those who hear it with intense care
(Anu Sravam) and it can be Visualized through the insight which
symbolizes the 'Intuition’. This intuitive level ctalned through deep
reflection itself. With those intuitive eyes, the seers exposed vedic
hymns to the world. The term "rsi implies the vision (dar$ana) of the
seer (dras- ta) and the Vedic hymns are called 'mantra’ due to their
reflective content-mananata. So it is said: 'Saksatkrtadharménorsayah.3
The intuitive reflection is made possible as 'mantrebhih satyaih'.* The

Vedas stoutly affim that one who cannot understand the secret

2 RYV,I1164.16
3 Nirukta., I.6.
4 RYV.1L675.
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underlying the mantras is not competent to study or teach their secret
content.” Further it is revealed that if the secret of the mantras is not
properly understood, it will lead to decadence of the karmakanda.
Again, if one gets knowingly engaged in kamakanda twisting the
meaning of the mantras it will end in an experience that does not
contain the revelation of Truth. One major implication here is that
while these intuitions bring an analytic divide between intellectual
conceptualizations on the one hand and the beyond-intellect'
visualization on the other, the sages drew a plethora of "revelations"
that can sustain transcendental meta-narrati ves. But the strongest
critique of these transcendental perspectives of revelation along with
logico-cognitive propositions suggests a contrasting deconstruction of
the Reality which does not contradict any view on 'what' of the
Reality. It can be said that it is very much due to another divide that
exists between these revelational truths and the logically derived
truths which points out the justification of the 'revelations' through
what can be called 'yuktyatita yukti"- that which transcends the

intellect.

Then, intuition is a pure version of the transcendental experience
which distances itself from the mental realm (the genre of reasoning).
It is important to notice here that the counterfactual arguments on
these revelations as the later people of the age of Brahmanas
advocated as 'yajiiasamskara' lend credence to the idea that a
deconstruction led to the decadence of the Vedic intuitive revelations
marking strains on one's credulity to reflect on philosophical points.
Even then there is a resurrection of these revealed truths in the highly

epistemic period of the Upanisads. There is a strong assertion on the

5 Rgveda.X.71.4- Uta tvah
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part of the Upanisadic thinkers regarding those revealed truths in
Vedas. Further the Upanisads put forth independent observations of
the naturalistic aptitudes preferred to characterize their thought
process that entails upon an ultra-relational scheme of
conceptualization. It is fine- tuned to the system of intuitive
elucidations on conceptual knowledge that is poised to speak of the
independent, indefinable, etermal Reality. Therefore intuition is
ascertained as the ultimate form of transcendental argument that is

the subject matter of the Vedic dictums.
Intuition and Logical Reasoning:

The main intention of the Vedic hymns is to experience the
‘oneness’ of the human with the divine; but in their explicit
appearance these seem to be presenting us with more naturalistic
apperceptions in the form of propitiation to Gods presumed to be 33
in number. However when one penetrates deep into the secrets of the
mantras this conception becomes apparent.They reveal the most ideal
and developed thought process of human mind that even the science
is astonished to unearth today. For example, the hymns of creation
neglected till the 19th century are fully justified in contemporary
scientific experiments in space. In this way, the Vedas elicit the
uncontradictory knowledge of Reality in every sphere of human life

notwithstanding its material or spiritual character.

The Vedas are no doubt the peculiar intuitions in the sages which
mark the oneness with the Reality. There is no other way to know the
Reality except these divine revelations, for, in the realm of Reality
these Vedas are also not accepted because of the ultimate Oneness. It
is notable that though there were distinct pursuits by people as
expressed in different branches of the Vedas there was homogeneity

in the final intuition. The various intuitive experiences are conjectured
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into samhitas which are in innumerable branches® and sub-branches

out of which only some countable works exist today.
The De Re and De Dicto Facts of Intuition:

The term 'intuition' has two implicit meanings- one related to the
intellect and the other one beyond the intellect. In order to arrive at a
definition on intuition from the accord of thought process, one must
understand that there are two distinct stages in intuition- one is the
cognitive faculty of the mind (intellect) and the other is a peculiar
state of existence wherein some divine revelations are experienced.
There is the possibility of memorization in the cognitive faculty, but
this feature is absent with regard to the intuition in its highest state. In
the latter, intuitive aspects of truth appear as flashes of light and
disappear. Since the contents of such an intuitive faculty are
homogneous in different personal experiences, they certainly
represent 'truth verifiable in this state itself. They are not under the
perusal of 'reasoning'. Even then, the homogeneity revealed in various
minds enables the reason of verification applicable in its exact sense.
This kind of reason comes under the framework of 'reasoning beyond

universal reason- in Sanskrit- "yuktyatita yukti

Certain parallels between the intuition and de re thoughts
combined with de dicto facts can be understood through an analysis
of 'expressivity' of the contents in intuition. In de re thought and de
dicto fact, the thought process has a content which represents already
available knowledge. But there is no such content in the case of Vedic
intuition where the experience of oneness of Reality devoid of all

connections the what, whence, how or why posed in the empirical

6  Rgveda-21, YV-101, Sama-100, AV-9, Total-1131- Pétafijalamahabha Dya-
Paspasahnika -Ed. By K.C.Chatterjee- p.79

~117 ~



'VEDA-VIDYA' An International Refereed Research Journal

reasoning. So this stage is of the 'revealed' truth. It is important to be
noted that in de dicto intuition as professed by the western
philosophers, the intellectual premise is related and the intuition
involves one or other kind of object notions such as the basic contents
of already available scriptures or beliefs in the existence of supra-

mundane principle (God) or its images.

Now to analyze the de re notions and de dicto facts of the Vedic
revelations which are given to us in the form of Siiktas (hymns), it can
be said that this intuition occurs in the form of the unified meaning of
the three terms- Rsi, Devata and Chandas. The sages uttered these in a
unified way and thereby got the intuition of Reality which led them to
be known as 'mantradrasta rsasayah' (those who are endowed with
the direct and immediate experience of the Reality). In this sense they
are not the authors (Srstarah) of vedic hymns because if it was the
case, the hymns might have become de dicto or de re. So also Yaska
termed i as ' Rsi Saksatkrtadharma'. Such an approach is the sole
means of the perfect vision of the principle of Reality. A sincere and
assertive utterance of the mantras will no doubt, express the 'truth’
properly and in a discernible way so that the disciples who approach
with intense aptitude are taught with apt indications of the Reality.
The descriptions brought forth by the seers are but independent and
peculiar to the Reality and not the interpreted views. These are the
available experiential facts at the stage of intuition. Hence the mantras
are the truthful words prescribed by these seers for realization of the
Truth. The real intention of the Vedic knowledge is to taper our heart

to the experience ot the self through intuition.

In the case of de dicto, the intellect has something which
influences the intuitional content. According to the basic tenets of
Advaita Vedanta, the Vedas, especially the Upanisads are the essential

carriers of the extraordinary state of intuition. Thus truth 1s already
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given but to be verified in intuition. That might make the person
perfectly intelligible. Such a way is quite different from that of de re
intuition. In the de dicto, reference 1s preserved whereas in de re

reference is not preserved (appearing only as flashes).

The Vedas defined as “Vedyate aneneti’ (that by which everything
is known), are directly heard trom the seers. They inform Dharma and
Brahma and are to be studied through right methods of
pronunciation. Proper hearing leads to the pertinent understanding
otherwise called seeing. The Vedic seers tried to establish the cardinal
truths of Dharma and Brahma for which they recorded these in the

form of 'Samhitas.
The Conceptual Framework of Intuition:

The nature of the secrecy of Vedic knowledge is most obviously
expressed in terms of the three words- Agni, Hrt, and Apagluham
that marks the deepest level of Intuition. In Rgveda, one who has the
highest secret knowledge of Reality is called Agni.” The word
Apagluham means highest secret. The word Hrt indicates the hidden
divinity which exists as Pracchannakanti.” These words refer to the
uncovering of Reality through their pronunciation. The Rgveda
justifies this metaphorically through an example of Indra,Vritra
conflict. Really it is an iresolvable war within the mind of a person
between knowledge and non- knowledge. While the pursuit of man is
directed towards knowledge (Indra), Vritra as Non-knowledge always
encounters with Indra and finally gets killed and there arises the
Satyajifiiana. And it is Saksatkara. Another example is drinking of the

"Somarasa" which is not the alcoholic beverage but it is the Jfiana,

7 Rgveda:1Iv.5.3
8 Rgveda; 1.105.15;1.171.2; V.4. 10; V1.16.4
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which is drunk by the Brahmajfianis alone and is not known to

anybody born on earth'.” It clearly belongs to Heaven"."’

According to Yaska, Vedas are not propitiating words but denote
arthavicara and anubhava-saksatkara. This suggests that the Vedic
mantras are of metaphysical content. So intuition is also a subjective
judgment about the Reality. No knowledge is required, for, intuition
is the result of pondering effort. But knowledge is gained. Intution
provides an account of what Reality is and its relation with others.
There arises the mystic experience of oneness (samasti kyadarana)
that suggests the oneness of everything. The Knowledge of this kind
enables one to have discrimination between the Reality and the
etatonal world. Thus the repeated utterance of the mantras with a
unitary conceptualization of Rsi, Devata and Chandas leads to the
discriminative knowledge of the oneness while in distinctive
differential conceptualization, it gives the notion of the world and its
constituents. Similarly utterance of mantras in different ways leads to
a differential contextual presentation such as the Vedic sacrificial
identification. Even these sacrificial concepts may be brought to the
premise of the ‘oneness’ if these connotations are understood in
proper way. The mode of identification of the mantras with relevant
‘oneness’ determines the nature of the intuition- intellectual or
metanarrative. The relation between God and metaphysics can be

described as that between flowers and fruits.!!

The intuition is difficult to describe, for, it is the state of 'oneness'
only. What appears as flashes of light disappears, if not the intuition
stays. But because of the concerted effort and the power of

concentration the seers have been able to disclose these truths. Even

9 Rgveda: X.85.4
10 Rgveda: X.116.3
11 Devatadhyatme va vacah puspaphale’ (Nirukta-L.20).
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the Upanisads cannot claim the intuition presented in them as the
highest, for, they have already the discriminative knowledge available

from the Vedas. Such is the fragility of the Vedic hymns.
The Irreconcilable Incompatibility of Yajfiasamskara and the Vedic Decadence:

There is an irreconcilable incompatibility between the Vedic
mantras and their Brahmanic counterparts. The Yajfiasamskaras are
traceable to misinterpretation of the Mantras. The latter was based on
'stuti’ or propitiating mode of realization to achieve the goal of
liberation from the illness of heart and associated afflictions. Though
the original intuition behind yajfia seems to be the inner sacrifice, it
was later transformed into the form of external sacrifice. Instead of the
indeterminate Reality it was the determinate that was the support or
causal reality. The famous three stiktas that affirmed the
indeterminate principle described earlier was transformed into the
Godhead. The major deviation Occurred in the form of the threefold

distinctive identification of the concepts of Rsi, Devata and Chandas.

The Vedas themselves disclose that the failure ot oneselt to
understand, to study the right meaning and implications and
teaching- all lead to fallacies such as the yajfias that are action-
oriented leading to the external experience pointing to the material
prosperity of the disciple. Thus such a practice will lead to external
experience (anubhititi) which is only related only to the frame of the
Reality."™ Since the Yajfias are directed to the 'care of the world in
which one lives and has his being and talks about its reality, all these
make sense of the fallacies involved in it, for, these are only related to
the framework or appearance of the Reality and not the Absolute
Reality- the Oneness. But there is still reason to affim the Reality

through yajiias in the sense that the secrets in the mantras of the yajfia

12 Yastanna veda kim ca karidyati ya i tadvidusta ime saméasate: RV. 1.1 64.39.
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are to be uttered properly and the actions are to be carried out not
‘according to the rules (Vidhivat). For example, ASvamedha, Purusa
etc. The very necessity of a Purusa or a Reality with form for yajfa, for
the consideration of the thought in ‘kasmai devaya haviga vidhema’
lead inexorably to the proposition on determinate. Being which is
unacceptable for sages. They had a full inhibition of the Reality that is
devoid of form. The incompatibility on the notion of Reality as "in
itself and known' was something that brought irreconcilability to the
premise of "oneness and that was the decadence of the Vedic
knowledge. But this deterioration was arrested by the Upanisads and
the conceptualization of oneness without a second was justified with
greater evidences. The Atma Brahmaikya, the essence of the
Upanisadic teaching, involves justice to the Vedic ideal of the one

indeterminate Reality.
Towards the Vedie Epilogue:

A distinction on the framework of the Vedic intuition is certainly
on two notions- the in-itself and the known' that rests on the way the
Vedic mantras are heard, understood and thought of (disclosed or
imparted). The non-relational in-itself is the only Reality and is
visualized in the known or the framework appearance of the Reality
according to the legitimate Vedic intuitive reflection. But the
conflicting ways in which such Reality is made to exist for the
purposiveness of the yajias and bhakti or actions have led to the
fallacy of a 'shadow Reality' always known in the very act of knowing.
The intuition of the highest order enjoys the certitude of the 'in-itself
beyond the intellect and such oneness is always sought for in the
scientific investigations. The earlier mentioned three Vedic siiktas are
the core of this indeterminate knowledge of the in —itself. The
Function of Human intellect is to unify the Rsi, Devata and Chandas

in a peculiar way to understand this Reality which is not "beyond

~122 ~



"Intuition" - The Vedic Parsimony Vs Decadence

everything' (words, form etc) but is 'something'. It is this challenge
that man has to accept and beckon the Reality in the deepest intuition.
"To drink the Somarasa' of knowledge through hearing, reflecting
upon and thereby enjoy the supreme bliss. It is to immunize oneself
from the prejudices of fallacies of understanding brought in by
various philosophers the world over. The Vedic knowledge cannot be
lost, for, it is eternal. Sometimes it may be marked and appear to be
lost but certainly there will be resurrection in time retaining and
reverberating the originality of its contents. Intuition (Saksatkara) is
the only path to this eternal knowledge and it is to be brought through

Sincere efforts.
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