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The Asvins, the twin gods of the similar nature and about more than
fifty hymns have been dedicated to these two gods in the Rgveda”all under
line , occupy a prominent place by holding the forth position following
Indra, Agni, Soma from the total number of hymns dedicated to them. The
other Samhitas like the Kathaka Samhita, the Kanva Samhita, the Vajasaneyi
Samhita, the Samaveda Samhita, the Atharvaveda Samhita, the Post Vedic
literature are also mention some traits related to the twin gods. Specially the
concept of the Asvins as the divine power as physicians and mention them
association with medical herbs is found in many literature. Among the post
Vedic ancillary literature, BRhaddevata aims to specify the deity for each
verse of the Rk-Samhita and it supports its views with so many legends. In
Brhaddevata, the Asvins are called as- Sirya and Candramas (Sun and
Moon), Ahoratrau (Day and Night), Rodasi, Prana and Apana, Nasatyau,
Dasra, Subhaspati and so on. The Asvins are the deities of heaven and they
are clearly mentioned as Deavau in the Brhaddevata. Various legends are
found in the Brhaddevata, which are related to various aspects of the
Asvins. From these legends we can mention their connection with the safe
delivery of a child, with rejuvenation, with gift of youth, their succour of
distress and their divine power etc. In the connection of describing the
Asvins-concept and the Asvins-legend, at various places in the Brhadevata it
is found that, some Sizkatas and Mantras of the Rgveda-Samhita are used as

prayers to the Asvins.

Keywords- Brhaddevata, the Asvins, Rgveda, Nirukta, Sacrifice
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1. Introduction -

The twin deities, the Asvins occupy a prominent place in the
Rgveda, who are the two gods of the similar nature and do never
express individual identity. About more than fifty hymns have been
dedicated to these twin deities in the Kgveda and hold the forth
position following Indra, Agni, Soma from the point of view of the
total number of hymns dedicated to them. Nasatya is another name of
these two gods. The Kathaka Samhita’ of the Krsna Yajurveda, the
‘Kanva Samhita’and the ‘Vajasaneyi Samhita’ of the Sukla Yajurveda
also mention ‘Nasatya’ as the common name of the Asvins. They
sanction limbs to the limbless, nourishing sacrificial rites are some of
their traits meant for the Asvins. In physical appearance their body is
white, bright and Subarnamaya. They are the son of Vivasvan and
Saranyu, who are capable of killing demons with their strong arm and
stout limbs. The Kathaka Samhita also refers to the Asvins help in the
destruction of demons (raksasam apahatya). Sky and the Earth are
their staying place and their time is considered to be between dawn
and sunrise." So, in the Soma sacrifice, the early-litany
(Prataranuvaka) follows in the morning, where Agni, Usas and the
Asvins are wandering in the early morning. They make their journey
across the heavens in their golden chariot drawn by birds or
sometimes by horses. The chariot of the Asvins is gold with golden
roof and it is also made of gold with thousand rays. They are
frequently called as Dasra (wonderous), bright, lord of luster and
Honey-hued. The epithets Rudravartani having a red path and
Hiranyavartanihaving a golden path are particularly applied to them.
The twins are also said to be very agile, swift as thought, intelligent, of
great wisdom and possess occult power (mdaya). Like other gods the
Asvins are also fond of Soma, but Madhu is extraordinarily close with
them. So Madhuyuva (Rgveda, 5.73.8, Madhupa (Rgveda,1.180.2),

2 Macdonell, A.A., Vedic Mythology, p-50
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Madhvi (Rgveda, 1.184.4) are associated with them. In the Rgveda,
they are called divine physicians® (daivya bisaja), who heal diseases
with their remedies,* restore the sight of those who are blind® and cure
the sick and the maimed." In fact in later literature also they appear as
the physicians of the gods. In the 2™ Mandala of the Rgveda the
Asvins are praised to be the first among the gods, who are adorned
with all the qualities. When they are prayed for carring the people
across the sorrows, miseries* and when the people perform various
rites and make a number of offerings to them, the Asvins bring the

gifts to their worshippers.

It is to be noted that the Samaveda’ verses addressed to the
Asvins, twenty-three ‘Rgveda’ verses repeated in the Kauthuma
recension and eight ‘Rgveda’verses in the JJaiminiya’recension. It is
noted that the verses addressed to the Asvins are found in the first
part of the Samaveda’, i.e the Purvarcika. The Samaveda’also refers
the Asvins as the Deva but doesnot give any legend about them. The
‘Athrvaveda’ also refers to the Asvins as the divine power as
physicians and mentions them association with medical herbs. In fact
the concept of the Asvins as physicians we found in the last stage of
Vedic literature, viz.- Brahmana, Aranyaka and Post- Vedic literature
like Vedangas, Ancillary literature, Epics, Purdnas, A yurveda etc.
Among the Ancillary literature we can specially mention
‘Brhaddevata’ ascribed to Saunaka, which is written in metrical form.
The work consists of eight adhyayas, each adhyaya comprises about
thirty vargas and the text begins with an introduction holding the

Rgveda, viii.18.8

Ibid., viii.22.10
¥  satarh mesan vrkye caksadanamrjrasvam tarm pitandharm cakara/

tasma aksi nasatya vicaksa adhattani dastra bhisajavanarvan// Ibid., i.116.16
4 Ibid., x.39.3

Ibid., x.39.3,4
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complete first adhyaya and twenty-five vargas of second adhyaya. It
is concerned with stating the deities in their successive order for the
hymns of the ‘Rgveda’ Here we also found almost forty legends

explaining the circumstances under which the hymns were composed.

According to Macdonell — “Among the secondary works of Vedic
literature the ‘Brhaddevata’ has always attracted a considerable share
of interest on the part of Vedic scholars’. Primarily the objective of
‘Brhaddevata’is to specify the deity for each verse of the ‘Rk-Samhita’
and it supports its views with so many legends.” So, Weber has
described the “Brhaddevata’is a rich store of mythical fables and

legends.*
1.01. Literature Review —

A review of both the original and modern works, which are

consulted for preparation of this study, has been provided below —

The ‘Rgveda Sarmhita’, translated by Svami Satya Prakash
Sarasvati and Satyakam Vidyalankar and published by Veda
Pratishthana, New Delhi, The ‘Vaasaneyi-Madhyandina’, ‘Sukla-
Yajurveda-Samhita’, edited by Pandit Jagadishlal Shastri and
published by Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, The ‘Atharva-veda Samhita’,
Vol. L. translated (English) by William Dwight Whitney and
published by Nag Publication, Delhi have been used for the present
study. Moreover, Surgical Essence of Susruta Samhita published by
Chaukhambha Orientalia, Varanasi, Caraka Samhita, translated
(English) by P.V. Sharma and published by Chaukhambha Orientalia,

Varanasi are also note worthy for this study.

Asvins, The Twin gods in Indian Mythology, Literature & Art by
K.P. Jog and published by Pratibha Prakashan, Delhi needs special

mention. The treatise Nirukta’of Yaska, which gives the etymologies

v Weber, The History of Indian Literature, p-24
¢ Ibid,, p-62
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of the epithets of Asvins need to be mentioned. The Origin and
Development of Religion in Vedic Literature by Dr. P.S. Deshmukh,
Vedic Devasastra by Dr. Suryakanta, Epithets in the ‘Rgveda” by
].Gonda, The ‘Atharva-Veda’ and The A yurveda by Dr. V.W.

Karambelkar are very much useful.

“History of Indian Literature” Vol. 1Il. by M.Winternitz, A.
Weber’'s  The History of Indian Literature, A History of Vedic
Literature by G. Sastri, The Vedic My thology by A. A. Macdonell,
Indian Mythology by V. Fausbolldeserve special mention in the field
of Vedic literature and Mythology.

1.02. Objectives of Study —
The proposed study will be done on the following objectives-
1. To know the characteristics features of the gods the Asvins.

2. To acquire the knowledge of medical science as prevailed at

the time of Vedic literature.

3. To know the position of the Asvins as scattered in the
BRhaddevata.

4. To assess the idea about the Asvins and his role on the

medical treatment.

5. To procure some idea of ancient medical system, which are

relevant to the modern society?
1.03. Hypothesis -

The role of the Asvinsin the Vedic and the Post-Vedic literature is
delineated variously by some eminent scholars. After analyzing the
text of the ‘Brhaddevata’, it can be supposed that the twin gods

Asvins play a major role in the Post- Vedic literature and it also be

~ 104 ~



The Vedic Gods Asvins : His Prominence As Found In the BRhaddevata Of Saunaka

supposed that these two gods help to understand a little bit of

knowledge on medicine as revealed in the Ayurvedicliterature.
1.04. Methodology —

Generally analytical and descriptive methods are used in this
paper.
2.00. The ASVINSin the BRHADDEVATA’ -

In ‘Brhaddevata’the Asvins are called as (i) Siarya and Candramas
(Sun and Moon), (ii) Ahoratrau (Day and Night), (iii) Kodasi and (iv)
Prana and Apana.* The first three epithets are also found in Nirukta
12.1., where Yaska has enumerated various views in connection with
the Asvins concept, viz.- (i) dyavaprthivyau itiyeke : they are Heaven
and Earth, (ii) ahoratrau ityeke : they are Day and Night, (iii)
suryacandramasau ityeke : they are the Sun and the Moon, iv) rdjanau
punyakrtau iti aitihasikah: they are virtuous kings. Again Yaska
quotes the view of Aurnavabha at Nirukta 6.13 as satyau eva nasatyau
iti and 12.1 as asvair asvinau iti, which was contented with merely
explaining the formation of the two names of the Asvins viz., Asvinau
and Nasatyau. Yaska has explained the etymology of the three
epithets of the Asvins as- the word Nasatyau derived from nasa by
adding tya or atya, identifying the Asvinau and the Nasatyau thus-
ndsatyau ca asvinau.'” The word Asvinau derived from the root asv to
pervade as asvinau yat vyasnuvate sarvam.®® On the epithet Dasra®
he comments as dasra darsaniyau, the handsome look of the Asvins.

These epithets are also found in ‘Brhaddevata’ as connection of the

%  shryacandramasau tau hi pranapanau ca tau smrtau /
ahoratrau ca taveva syatarh taveva rodasi // Brhaddevata, vii.126
2o Nirukta, vi.13
2e  Ibid., xii.1
R Rgveda,1.117.21
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Asvins with well-being and beauty; and Subhaspatiis another epithet

of the Asvins which is used twice in ‘Brhaddevata’®

In ‘Brhadevata’, the Asvins are clearly mentioned as devau and
the deities of the Heaven, which is also mentioned by Yaska at
Nirukta as the divinity of Heaven and their appearance is after
midnight to the appearance of light- tayoh kalah saryaparyantah.®
The legend of Saranyd, which is enumerated in ‘Brhaddevata’ proves
that the Asvins were born from a divine couple and this mystery of
their birth is traced back to Rgveda, 10.17.1-2. Saranyi, a daughter of
Tvastr was given marriage to Vivasvat and begot him the twin
children, Yama and Yami. Once in the absence of Vivasvat, Saranyii
created a female similar to herself and having entrusting the two
children to her, she departed transforming herself into a mare.
Although Vivasvat did not know this first, yet later he discovered the
truth about Saranyi and turned himself into a horse and approached
her with a desire. Saranyii also recognising him prepared to fulfil the
same. In their agitation, however the semen of Vivasvat fell on the
ground and Saranyd smelt it owing to her desire to beget a child for
her husband. Immidiately as the semen was smelt by Saranya two
boys Nasatya and Dasra, were born and these two are called the
Asvins. This legend is also found in ‘Nirukta’in very sketchily™ and
in ‘BRhaddevata’ it relates the account of the Asvins birth from

Vivasvat and Saranyi as follows-
abhavanmithunam tvastuh saran yﬁsfrjézféb saha /
sa vai saranyam prayacchatsvayameva vivasvate //

tatah saranyvam jajriate yamayamyau vivasvatah /

23 Brhaddevata, v.84, vii.49
2% Nirukta, xii,1
e« Ibid., vi.13, xii.10
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tau capyubhau yamaveva jyayamstabhyam tu vai yamah //**

The Asvins possess a chariot fashioning for them by the Rbhus,
which was contained three seats for them and its divine character is
mentioned on the Brhaddevata’® We also see the view of the
‘Brhadevata’ regarding the intimate connection between the Asvins
and Sirya, which have a basis in the Asvins winning of Sirya; as
stated in the Rgveda.“ On their chariot, the Asvinshave kept the well-
known skin-bag of honey** and in the connection of the Asvins with
madhu we found a legend of Dadhyam and Atharvana on
Brhaddevata as - Indra was once pleased with Dadhyam, son of
Atharvana and gave him spell of madhu. Although he forbade him to
reveal it to anyone and if failing to do so he would loss his life, yet
when the Asvins approached him asking for the madhu then he told
them about /ndra’s threat. They told him that he could apprise them
of it with a horse’s head to be fixed by themselves on his shoulders
instead of his own and thus escape Indra’s punishment. Then
Dadhyam fulfilled their request and consequently lost the horse’s
head on his soulders when the twin gods restored to him his own
head.* This legend is hinted in ‘Rgveda’1.116.12 and it refers to a

very powerful deed of wonder of the Asvins.

It can also understand about the mystic power of the mantras
addressed to the Asvins from the legend of ‘Brhaddevata’. The legend
of Atri is recorded in the ‘Brhaddevata’at 5.82-87. The sage Atri was
thrown into a pit existing in the hollow of a tree by a king of the
Bharata family because the sage committed about some seven faults.

Then the sage praised the Asvins through the charms of ‘Rgveda’

2§ Brhaddevata, vi.162-63

g9 ..aévibhyar ratham divyam trivandhuram..../ Ibid., iii.86

2¢  cf. Rgveda, 1.34.5; 116.17; 117.13; v.73.5; vi.63.5; vii.69.3- 4; viii.8.10
2% Brhaddevat;, iii.96-97

Ro  Ibid., iii.17-24
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5.78.5-9, which serve as the safe delivery of a women and for the
protection of the forthcoming child and then they restored him to his
well-being and also granted his desire for a child. We can say another
legend of Ghosa found in the Brhaddevata’ at 7.42-48. Ghosa, the
daughter of Kaksivat suffered some severe disease and became a sixty
year's old unmarried dame. She remembered that the Asvins had
restored youth to her own father. So she sang two hymns* to sought
their favour with a view to receive youth fruitful life and beauty. Then
thereby having pleased the Asvins cured her disease, bestowed
beauty on her and gave her a husband and a son with their
instantaneous succours. Generally this legend exploits the Asvins in
connection with the beautifying of their devotees and also the

granting of a child to a women.

Again in the “Brhaddevata’, The author clearly affirms the
connection of the Asvins with the sense-organ that is ears for the third
tone belongs to them,™ which is a rather mystic symbolism. Another
legend of Bhitamsa is found at ‘Brhaddevata’8.18-21 as a certain sage
of the Kasyapa family Bhitamsa wished for getting sons and decided
to pray the gods in pairs as many of them as the sons wanted by his
wife. Although, Bhiatamsa composed the hymns “Rgveda’, 10.106,
which is not told anywhere in the Rgveda; it is based on the belief.
Generally, through these legends the author of the Brhaddevata’
entertains that the Asvins bestow upon their worshippers the gift of
children.

It can be noticed from the “Brhaddevata’ 1.82 and 83 that the
Asvins certainly have a position among the Gods like Agni, Indra,
Soma, Vayu, Sirya, Brhaspati Chandra, Visnu, Parjanya, Pisan,
Rbhus, Rodasi and Maruts . The Asvins are also described along with

2 Rgveda, x.39,40
R Brhaddevats, viii.118
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some other gods as deities who do not interfare with others and own a
hymn of their own. Their association with Usas is specially mentioned
in ‘Brhaddevata’™ and it is also noted that the Asvins take a support

in Sirya.™

‘Brhaddevata’also gives some references to the succouring aids of
the Asvins to some of their devotees. In this regard, we can say about
the Asvins pleasure in giving Susaman for their protection which is

mentioned in ‘Brhaddevata’as —
asvinau dadatuh pritau tadihoktam susamani/
asvinam tu yuvoh............ /8

Again their protection offered to Bhujyu agains a calamity, which

is also recorded in ‘Brhaddevata’ ™

3.00. Conclusion

‘BRhaddevata’, an ancillary book; which is later than 'Nirukta'
and gives much more information about the Asvins. It gives some
Asvin-legends of the Rgveda with a richer, simple and lucid
elucidation. That means many of the Asvin-legends found in the
'Brhaddevata; which also meet in the Kgveda so often; and their
proper elucidation is found in the Brhaddevata. Significantly this is a
sign of the decline in importance of the twin deities. It is also observe
that the legend of the Brhaddevata shows the peculiar wonderful
power of the Asvins as superior to the power of Indra. From the above
discussion it can say that various legends are found in the

Brhaddevata, which are related to various aspects of the Asvin-

R pragathenasvinau stutau/

sahosasa lingabhaja ayanm somah sudanavah//

ardharco devadevatya aso ityasvine pare//............. Ibid., iii.111
R¢  tasya mukhyatamau devavasvinau saryamasritau/ Ibid., ii.8
R4 Ibid., vi.67
R&  Ibid., vii.106
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concept. From these legends it can understand that, during the time of
Brhaddevata, which could hardly be placed later than 400 B.C.; the
Asvins god retained only some characteristics of the Rgvedic time. For
example it can mention their connection with the safe delivery of a
child, with rejuvenation, with gift of youth, their succour of distress
and their divine power etc. In the connection of describing the Asvin-
concept and the Asvin-legend, at various places in the ‘Brhaddevata’
it is found that some Siikatas and Mantras of the ‘Rgveda Samhita’are

used as prayers to the Asvins.
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Abstract:

The present paper aims to discuss the choice of reading
between devakama and devrkama occuring in the Vivaha mantras of
both the Atharvavedasambhitas, the Saunakasamhitd as well as the
Paippalddasamhita. Different editions of these Samhitas show
variation in the selection between these two readings. Their selection
between these variants is studied on different criteria of textual
criticism. In the conclusion of the paper a discussion is presented

about the right choice of the reading ‘devrkama’.

Introduction

The present paper aims to discuss the choice of reading between
devakama and devrkama occuring in the Vivaha mantras of both the
Atharvaveda (AV) samhitas, the Saunakasarihita (SS) as well as the
Paippalddasarnhita (PS). In the SS the concerned mantras are 14.2.17
and 18. While in the PS they are 18.8.8 and 9. Different editions of
these Samhitas show variation in the selection between these two
readings. Their selection between these variants is studied on different
criteria of textual criticism. In the conclusion of the paper a discussion

is presented about the right choice of the reading ‘devrkama ".
The concerned mantras in the Vivaha hymns

In SS, the concerned mantras in the Vivaha hymns are 14.2.17 and

18. They are taken from the Vishva Bandhu’s edition as follows:
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Seegrefeh e e R g e
THGTH © AT FHAEEAT |
R e e et g |
ST TSR AT TTaae a9 |
The mantras 18.8.8 and 9 in the PS taken from the Bhattacharya
edition are as follows:
SENCHLLTTTER! T ZHT R G ey |
ST FREETRIAT St T /o |
STETTEEI S TV G T |
FRGEIHH! T H ATHAR GATEA |
Thus, in both the mantras of PS, we see that the reading chosen by

Bhattacharya is devrkama.

Almost all the mantras in the Vivaha hymn of the Rgveda (RV)
10.85 are taken with some variants in the AV hymns. The concerned
mantra in the RV is 10.85.44. It is as follows:

Vo NN oY aN |

N < |
STyt fven s e gae: |
TR T 3t At W g = =g |
This one mantra of RV is spread over two mantras in the AV with

some new padas as seen above. Here in the RV mantra, however we

see that the reading is devakama.

The meaning of the word devakama is ‘wishing gods’ and the

meaning of the word devrkama is ‘wishing brother-in-law’.

2 We must note here that the Saint Petersburg’s Sanskrit Woterbuch of Bohtlingk
and Roth (PW) gives the variant devrkama in the RV mantra. But the majority
of RV Sarhhita editions have the reading devakama.
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The reading in the editions of Saunakasarmhita

Different editions of the SS choose either devrkama or devakama
in their respective editions. The very first edition of SS by Roth-
Whitney of 1856 selects the reading devakama i both the mantras. Its
revised version by Lindenau in 1924 also retains the reading
devakama.

Shankar Pandurang Pandit’s edition of 1894-98 accepts the
reading devakama. As has been cited above Vishwa Bandhu accepts

devrkama.

Pt. Satavalekar’s case is little complicated. He has acccepted the
reading devakama in 1900 edition and has elaborately discussed this

reading in his introduction to the 1943 reprint of the SS.

In 1905, Lanman brought out translation of Whitney with his own
notes. In this edition, we see that Whitney is not convinced about the
choice of reading devrkama as he presents the translation of this word
with query mark as ‘loving brother-in-law?” He (1905: 756) also
provides a note at this place as follows: “Our mss. are divided in c
between devrkama and devak-, the majority (not Bp.Bs.p.m.E.0.D.)
having, with RV. and Ppp., the latter which is therefore more
probably the true reading.” Thus, Whitney notes both the readings
with his choice for devakama. In their edition however, Roth-Whitney
have chosen the reading devrkama. But Whitney appears to be in
favour of devakama. in his translation. He seems to be of the opinion
that as this reading sides RV and PS, probably it is the correct reading.
It is however strange that while translating he again hesitantly picks
up devrkama, and translates it as loving brother-in-law with a query

mark.
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The reading in the editions of Paippaladasarnhita

In the editions of Barret and Raghu Veer based on the Kashmirian
single birch bark manuscript of the PS, the reading chosen is
devakama. While, Bhattacharya in his edition based on both the
Kashmir and Orissa manuscripts of the PS chooses the reading
devrkama. Upadhyaya’s 2010 edition based on Orissa manuscripts

and oral tradition also has the reading devrkama.
The reading in other texts

The texts of the other Vedic traditions such as
Apastambamantrapatha and Samamantrabrahmana also adopt the
mantra from RV wedding hymn. Here, we see the reading devakama.
The Grhyasitras such as Apastambama, Hiranyakesin, Baudhayana,
Manava, Paraskara and Gobhila, where this mantra appears in

sakalapatha also have the reading devakama.

Discussion regarding the choice between devakama and devrkama in
the Saunakasarihita

1. Manuscript evidence : The reason for the existence of the two
readings is that the manuscripts have both the readings. These
variants have been reported by the editors in the footnotes. Shankar
Pandurang Pandit does not give any variants and accepts the reading
devrkama. Probably, the manuscripts in his possession had no
variants. On the existence of the two readings Satavalekar discusses in

his revised edition of the 5SS (1943: 10) in the following manner:

“FIAIGE FNRUEAE IHSIGH=T U Rl FERIAT T2 | Id W
o r\r\za:"_ (‘r\‘txz =\ [aN o N = D -~ q‘|3; ﬁ

o A oo Q[Wa q@q\l a\:\lqr\r\ = 2 a\ e . \.”

In the SS of the AV the PS mantras have been taken in different order.
The reciters belonging to Saunaka Sakha but following Paippalada
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Sakha probably might have accepted the reading devakama as the
mantras in both the Samhitas are almost same. Therefore there is

existence of the two readings in the manuscripts.

2. Oral tradition: Satavalekar (1943:11) also seeks the help of oral
tradition. This effort also does not yield much result for decision as
some Vaidikas recite devakama and some devrkama irrespective of
their native place. However, he faithfully notes that the number of

Vaidikas reciting devrkama is more.

“ FAFAGTATNISTY ‘TR S Fh: TS STHMT el  TgA: Sl aafed | =
=\ NN N2 = o (W aN f RSN NN o\ ey

99 QIEHGl qRMGHYTRI HIAdHET, STERMNUIMTNY qUEAY 9 EgI&=ATIH
HHISIH AT,

Here, we have to note one thing that most the Vedamirtis helping
Satavalekar in the decision of readings and proof reading were
originally from the Rgveda Sakha and had studied the recitation of $S
afterwards. It is quite possible that they have retained their original

impression of the RV mantras while reciting the SS.

3. Context: This benedictory verse appears at the time of Bride’s
entrance in her new house. This occasion is not proper fro the bride to
get the blessing “wishing for brother-in-law”. Rather, it is appropriate
here to bless her with the words “be wishing for gods”. On this point
Satavalekar (1943: 12) writes:

Y aNll N

£ M CE EY [ ereaa) | B M O | e B 52 | e e e S U = BRI (10| M £ o
nf\f\f\\\% ]%l@: ﬂ ¢ \(‘.. f\ﬁ(‘ ﬁ(\ N j:'a"
o . [N a N .

TARIGH GG 99 Aeg TR | 3 HHAT GEICHAG TSR Sghmm T g
qaTd 39T ST WGz ‘M Sid IgHd SEgTRIuHIc =: i,

Moreover, if we accept the reading devrkama thinking that if the
bride loses her husband then she can have child through her brother-
in-law by niyoga. But the whole of wedding hymn expects the bride’s

non-widowhood, avaidhavya and her supremacy in her husband’s
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house. This particular mantra in concern is a blessing given to the
bride that she should be virasii- delivering brave progeny. Then how
will it be possible to accept the reading devrkama thinking farfetched
occasion of niyoga in case of her husband’s death. In this regard
Satavalekar (1943: 12-13) further argues

e} TTRTHT Zicl TS THTUTRGHTI A SIHIHT 3 TSEIERAT &@&d U ety |
A 9 eIRATE SiRds SgRm 3fd 18 FErEEmmE R Ry
TN | .. e R sRe=! Gk = Gasnaus qidamsitamRred | g
A Hac T Y g AR | Fel T (ERTerare Swaist Tdd,”

Satavalekar (1943: 13) advises the readers that even if someone resorts
to the reading devfkémé, he should not take the word in the sense of
“wishing brother-in-law for niyoga”. By citing ManuSm 9.65 meaning
“niyoga is never praised in the mantras in wedding”, Satavalekar
explicitly says that one must translate the word as “wishing

supremacy over her brothers-in-law”.

>N o ~ oS e~ o haS ha¥ ha¥ >
AgiRsy T=y e Fidd Fad,. 56 SIRMENSHE JHEMYCEd SaquT
TS Sae:.

Satavalekar is indecisive about the choice of the reading between the
two words. He favors the reading devakama but retains the reading
devrkama in his edition leaving the decision to the scholars. He (1943:

13) says

T IHTAS A, T185d AEgNeae [7Rd ST Sid 118 ST |
T T, ARG =R g URTEY Geqasarddd.”

4. Redundancy : In the mantra SS 14.2.18, there is the word édevrghni,
which becomes a redundant repetition if we accept the reading

devrkama.
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Discussion regarding the choice between devakama and devrkama in
the Paippaladasarhhita

1. Manuscript evidence: Based on Kashmirian manuscript, Barret and
Raghu Veer have the reading devakama. Bhattacharya reports no
variants in the Orissa manuscripts. In Upadhyaya’s edition variant
readings are not all reported. Both the editions have the reading

devrkama.

2. Oral tradition: Pt. Upadhyaya, himself a vedamtrti who can recite
the complete PS, in his edition selects the reading devrkama, which
appears to be the also based on his recitational practice and the

influence of the oral tradition.
Conclusion

The points in favour of the reading devakama are that the RV mantra
and the other Grhyasiitras following that RV mantra have that
reading. Being benedictory verses, the context demands that the word

in these verses has to be devakama.

Several hymns and mantras are taken in the AV from the RV. But
while doing so we see that the AV compilers do not accept the RV
mantras as they are. We notice their tendency of making some
mdifications in such mantras. If we take the example of wedding
hymn, out of 45 RV verses, only 12 are taken in verbatim, while others
are with some changes. These changes vary from one or two words up
to the complete hemistich. The RV mantra 10.85.44 is at the base of the
mantras 14.2.17-18 of the SS. It is spread over two mantras in the AV.
The first hemistich of the RV aﬂh@dﬁ?}ﬁ e E’f{l,‘zltl gA: gﬁﬁ:l has
become first pada of the two mantras respectively. The words virasth
and devakama of the third pada of the RV mantra have become the
part of third pada of the 17th mantra. The word syona goes in the first
pada, while the last pada 3 st W@ 95 T =g has been entirely
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dropped in the AV. Therefore, we can surmise that the compliers of
the AV did not wish to accept the RV mantra as it is. While making
modifications, they have made some mistakes such as the repetition of
the words virasih and devakama (or devrkama) in both the mantras.
Therefore, there is every possibility that the AV compliers have chose

the reading devrkama.

Secondly, we need follow the principle of lectio difacillior - the more
difficult reading is the stronger. While making the copy of the
manuscript, the copyist tries to simplify the difficult reading or the
reading which does not apperantly fit into the context. Therefore, in
this case the word devakama which is simpler and more fitting to the
context might have been the secondary correction made by some
copyist. He might have been under the influence of the original
mantra of RV and other Grhyasiitras following RV mantra. The

original reading in the AV must be devrkama.

As discussed above, the number of AV reciters in both thetraditions
Saunaka as well as the Paippalada, reciting the word devrkama in
both the mantras is more. The manuscript evidence also largely
supports this reading. Hence, in the AV tradition, the prevalent

reading was devrkama.
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