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We have in this hymn a clear instance of the erotic workship
of the sun. It is with this sun (Visnu) that krsna was identified
and the erotic cult may well have come from the same source
from with came krshna's connection with the 'cows' (go 'rays of
the sun' or waters?) and the other solar phenomena of the
human god.*

TR ek F& TfraTied FLAT & & qurt | d2dr §en g4 g7 H e
I7E I YT % ST KT ATTRAT FX T A, FH 9 FY 93] ‘A1ET G H|
Aredt %1 el Gd aar I gT e S % &9 H FE S| S9! G F91 R
TSI G 1T 8] % 1 T gem| e F1 Hi AT & &9 H gl
1 ST |

The hymn shows as I have indicated above that sun-worship

was supplanting the worship of the old national deity Indra, at
least in the parsu=Yadav community. ....... The national hero of
the Yadavas, Vasudeva Krsna Devakiputra, came to be identified
with the old vedic sun god visnu and worshipped as the
supreme Being.*

fereheh N = TR 1 Gd I Gell 91 &1 Ik IGER Ao GHy
SIS The & ¢ (ANEEHSTH) A (G F Tell) & JuEIE 21
JERATRN M7 o TN H i lerdl 1 SG® FFa1 &, St qurewardl, gl

g, IMATR/?

2¢. K.C. Chattopadhyaya - Studies in Vedic and Indo-Iranian Religion and
Literature, P. 59

¢R. Ibid. P. 65
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2?. Studies in Vedic and Indo-Iranian Religion and Literature -
K.C. Chattopadhyaya, Bhartiya Vidya Prakashan, Delhi,
1976.
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The fundamental aspects of Vedic Religion: A brief study

Dr. Nilachal Mishra
Abstract

Vedic religion signifies the Culture of the ancient times. It is
known as Vedism is the religion of the past thoughts and activities of
Indo-European talking fellows about 1500 BCE. The Vedic Scriptures
are well known as the Vedas. The precious literary text indicates the
history of Hinduism called Rigveda. The religion of the Rigveda relates
the elements of Indo-European groups. The duties of various castes
were assigned to them perfectly. Mainly, Brahmins gained the vital
position for performing the important roles in the society smoothly.
The ancient seers prayed through the hymns for betterment of the
people, and the present paper highlights some important points of
Vedic religion briefly.

Keywords- Vedas, Gods, Hinduism, Religion, Om.
Introduction

Vedic Dharma has many devotional laws which were realized and
developed by the numbers of sages and seers from the ancient times
and well written the Vedas and Upanishads and later the many texts in
the shape of stories and descriptions as the present circumstances. The
Vedic religion or Vedic Culture has not been found by the specific
person. Vedic religion indicates the cultural and spiritual activities of
Vedic Sages. It is also a good understanding of the secret meaning of
Mantras. Vedic religion is also known as Vedism and which is the
religion of the past Indo-European peoples who entered the Country of
India about 1500 BCE. Vedism is the religion of the oldest religious
activities in our Country, India and for which the written materials
exist. Wisdom or Vedic religion is extracted from the texts and then
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some certain rules are performed within the jurisdiction of Modern
Hinduism.!

Vedic Mythology

Vedism was called polytheistic sacrifices religion including the
worship of numbers of male divinities and among them the sky and
natural phenomena. The worshiping priests are from the Brahmin
castes. The Vedic ceremonies for which purposes the vedic mantras are
composed. Agni was described as the fire of the Sun, and Soma was the
liquid offered in the oblation. Indra, the God of the top level, conquered
the many wars between the human and devil enemies. Another Deity
was described as Varuna and was the controller of moral laws.?

Duties of different Castes in Vedic religion

There are four varnas described in Vedic Literature i.e Brahmana,
Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Sudras. Among them, the first three Varnas
were taught Vedas from the mouth of a Guru. By studying the Vedas
they were able to perform Agnihotram and other sacrifices and were
able to clear the debt to Rsis and Devas.?

The duties of Brahmins are assigned to them like studying of the
Vedas, teaching Vedas, completing the sacrifices, and the works of
guiding in yajnas, giving and receiving of the gifts (dana) from others.

Svadhyayo yajanam danam tasya karma iti/
Karmanyadhyapanam chaiva yajanam ca pratigrahah//

AT I g aed FH 3fd/
TG A Tl < Tiesrg: / /*

1 Britanica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2017. https://www.britannica.com/topic/vedic
religion.

2 Britanica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2017. https://www.britannica.com/topic/vedic
religion.

3 Vedic Religion. Veda Dharma Sastra Paripalana Sabha, Kumbakonam Publication
No.43. Kamakoti.org.

4 Vedic Religion. Veda Dharma Sastra Paripalana Sabha, Kumbakonam Publication No.
43. Kamakoti.org.
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Brahmins were called priests, rishis, gurus, teachers, scholars, etc.
They lived through Brahmacharya and married Brahmins were known
as Brahmachari. All the Brahmin men were allowed that time to marry
women from the first three castes. But, as per the views of Manusmriti,
a Brahmin woman must marry to the Brahmin male not to others. But
on the other hand, she is free to choose the male person as her husband.
Rarely, she is allowed to take her husband from other castes like
Kshatriya, Vaishya but marrying a male from Sudra Caste is prohibited.
But the person of a particular caste marrying to a higher caste was
treated as an imperfect match at that vedic times.’

Kshatriyas were assigned five types of duties like performing the
sacrifices (yagas), studying the Vedas, distributing the gifts (danam),
saving the people, and punishing the wicked persons. Vaishya Caste
people were assigned to perform agriculture, saving the cows,
completing the sacrifices (yajnas), distributing the gifts (dana), and
doing agriculture, carpentry, sculpture, dancing, and praising the
Brahmins are also the duties of Shudra Castes. But studying of the
Vedas, and performing the sacred thread ceremonies were not allowed
to Shudras.®

Main aims of living beings in Vedic Religion

As per the Vedic Doctrines, the life of human beings should be
maintained with happiness and satisfaction mentally, physically and
devotionally. In Vedic Mantras we look at many prayers for wealth,
wisdom, children, good family, long life, food and prosperity.

Liberation or Moksha was treated as the main aim of human life
and which is also specially mentioned in the Upanishads. As per the
Upanishadic idea the knowledge of Brahman is expected as the main
goal of every person. Liberation is only attainable by knowledge and
giving up the ignorance means anjana. The person who attains the

5  Caste System in Ancient India. World History Encyclopaedia.
Worldhistory.org/article/1152/caste-system-in-ancient-India.

6  Vedic Religion. Veda Dharma Sastra Paripalana Sabha, Kumbakonam Publication No.
43. Kamakoti.org/kamako.
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knowledge of oneness between jivatma and paramatma, and there is no
difference between them. Shankaracharya says:

Brahma-satyajaganmithya jivobrahmaiva naparah/
Jivanmuktastu tadvidvan iti vedantadindimah//

TR SHasRawaT: /
SHa=geRe] dfgge 3l agrareteen: / /7

The basic knowledge of the Upanishads is the identity of the soul
(jivatma) with the World or Brahman. The Chandogya Upanishad says
that the whole Universe is included with it and that is the real truth. And
that renowned formula mentions 'tat tvam asi' (that is you). All the ideal
teachings of the whole Upanishads advised this. And another famous
Upanishad like Brihadaranyaka mentions the same doctrine also.

Who knows this; I am Brahma means 'aham brahmasmi' in
Sanskrit. All the Gods are not able to prevent the power of him. He
himself is the atman. Ishavasya Upanishad mentions that Brahman is
supreme and pervades all. The description of the Upanishad is like this.

Isavasyamidam Sarvam Yat Kincit Jadyatam Jagat/
Tena Tyaktena Bhunjitha Ma Gridhah Kasya Svidhanam//

SRNEEERE @9 ad Rhfe~d Tad e/
o R st |1 Rra: we Rare/ /8
Deities in Vedic Religion

God is one but appears in many forms, and plays his supernatural
powers on the earth.

“qNl FETARATd, ThRETY Fgfel AR Wafed THETCRAIS ddT:
F AT Fafed”.

7 Vedanta Dindima. Verse.67.

Ishavasya Upanishad. Mantra.1.

9 Sharma. S.N. A History of Vedic Literature. Chaukhamba Sanskrit Series Office,
Varanasi, Second Edition,2000, pp.39_40.

oo
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But as per polytheism, Gods are found in many numbers.
According to someone's faith may worship one particular God for
acquiring the self- desired objects.

According to the views of Etymologists, there are three Gods “fe@:

oq aaa-l- gﬁl ﬁwznlo

Agni is the God on earth, Vayu (d¥) and Indra (27%) in the air, and

Sun (FE?) in heaven.Yaska (dT%h) the author of the text Nirukta

mentions of these three Gods. The people of Vedic times were
completely optimistic and they have not talked about pessimism which
has been seen in later puranic mythology when a worshipper felt
sorrows for his misfortunes and prays to God for sympathy like this.

N e C . . . .
“qrq1SE YT9<hHTE QIITcHT 9qERAd:”, Which is very common language in
latter times?

It may be seen that the Gods and Goddesses of R.V generally differ
from later puranas and the very important Gods of R.V like Agni,
Indra, and Varuna, etc.

Agni (STRY)

Agni occupies a very prestigious position in Rgvedic pantheon.

Acharya Yaska (A1%k) mentions as follows:

“TF: FEHTA/ STVl /ST ARy TuiEd /ST b S /
IR TS TSIV /a4 A ° Sedid,/ B e sd i
THYOT: / AT/ STRREEETHET/AdId/H  Tedd RO TERRE-R]
Zegaal At 9/ (Fewh. VILA) 1!

Agni is described as the priest and a messenger between men and
the Gods. He has three forms like fire on the earth, lightning in the air,

10 Nirukta.VIL 2. 1.
11 Nirukta. VIL4
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and Sun in Heaven. He is the God of sacrifice, the invoker and is
known as the best bestower of the riches.

At QUi 957 Sagfcasi/ Eiar Teemaqd/ /(1.1.1) 12

Agni 1s described as kavikratu (Eh'ﬁ?lﬁ) means wise intelligence

and He bestows wealth and glory to his worshippers. Veda says:

N_ oo~

TR WA qvwd fd T/
FaTEt IR/ /(1.1.3) 12

We pray Agni, the guest of men for benefit f3@1 TRRMIIR F=™T
(10.1.5) and further Agni is a preserver of riches and bestows many

types of prosperity %ﬂUIHEIT\I Byl rqﬁvrrq(10.45.5) 14

Indra (=)

The one fourth of the total number of hymns has been praised to
Indra in the Veda. He is known as the most powerful God. No one

cannot equal to him except Varuna (3%UT) who is also an important

God like him in the RV. Indra is described as the foremost God and
who surpassed all the Gods as soon as the timing of his birth.

1 ST TF 9T HeedT gdl
A, T TR/

T FHTEEH! ST
S[FURE Hegl | ST e/ /1

Except Indra, Varuna also plays a vital role like Indra. He is purely
a Vedic Deity. He is the great ordainer of the laws of nature. He
established heaven and earth. He knows everything, even knows fights

12 Chaubey, Braja Bihari. Telanga and Chaubeys New Vedic Selection. Six Edition, 1990,
p-2.

13 Chaubey, Braja Bihari, Telanga and Chaubeys New Vedic Selection. Bharatiya Vidya
Prakashan, Vaeanasi, Six Edition, 1990, p.9.

14 Dhal, U.N. Goddess Lakshmi Origin and Development. Eastern Book Linkers, Delhi,
1995, pp.2-4.

15 Chaubey, Braj Bihari. Telanga and Chaubeys New Vedic Selection. Part.I. Bharatiya
Vidya Prakashan, Varanasi, Six Edition, 1990, p.88.
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of the birds in the sky. There is no creature that can snooze without his
knowledge.

Varuna is related to Mitra. Varuna (9%97) is moon compared to

Mitra who is the Sun. Sayana (9THUI) says:
It T G U FE A/

9 & TRHAA UEeT=aid /16

Surya, Pushan, Savitr and Vishnu are called the solar deities. They
have many similar and varying activities to each other.

Purification of the knowledge

Vedic religion indicates the purity of the mind. Shivasankalpa

Sukta (Rra€®eq dh) which is related to Yajur Veda mentions the

sacred desires and purification of the mind for living beings. The
mantra defines everythings of the man comes from the mind. The
human mind has a great power and it is the real illuminator of all. If
man possesses good thinking then all will be good. So good motivation
of the mind or knowledge is very important. If the mind of man is evil
then it will destroy all. When it is pious and pure it gives peace.!’

Vedic mantras and Om

Mantras are very powerful and it becomes fruitful if the chanters
are chanted with full attention and consciousness and understanding of
its real meanings. Mantra is a very pious formula that helps to open our
inner heart and mind to refine consciousness.

Om or Pranava (99) is accepted as the symbol of Hinduism by all.

The word Pranava means by which God is praised and Om is the sacred

16 Sharma, S.N. A History of Vedic Literature. Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office,
Varanasi, pp.47-48.

17 Vedic Religion: Central Aspect. Vaidika Vag Jyotih. Vol.4. No.7., July- December,
2016, pp.138-147.
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term of Brahman. Regarding Pranava (M9d) the Mundaka Upanishad
says:

T ¥ TR TRl g =ad /

AT dEaH A=Al Wad,/ /18

Om is the bow and arrow is the human mind. The object which is
hit by us. The Supreme soul is omniscient, omnipresent, pure conscious
and destroyer of all ignorance. Om is the Akshara and it is highly
praised in the Vedas and Upanishads. The Yajurveda says to try the
realization of Brahman through chanting the term of Om. The Katha
Upanishad describes the term Om as Brahman itself. Sri Krishna
mentions in the Bhagavad Gita that He is the Om among all the
Mantras. The description of the Upanishad is as follows:

TEISERSg Fiedd TR ZREaEl: /
JuTa: Ty 2eq: W dred 93/ /1
Description of Swasti or Welfare in Vedic Religion

In Vedic Religion, the description of the Swosti or Welfare has
been found in many places. The word Swosti Su + asti means good +
being. Swosti doesnot mention any particular person or race, it is
mentioned for the welfare of the whole Universe. The feelings like

\\ . . . .
AT FZHRHA! are included in this secret meaning.

o T ¥ Se5] JaHET: TR =: 1 fsgag: /
o %2]\_? (oY o . o :ﬁ o ¢ //20
This Mantra belongs to the Yajurveda Samhita and is a swasti
vachanam prayer to God for welfare. This mantra of heartfelt chanting

18 Mishra, Nilachal. A Brief Study on the Philosophy of Upanishads. Educreation
Publishing, Delhi, 2019, pp.12-13.

19 Radhakrishnan, S. The Bhagvad Gita. Harper Collins Publishers Undia, 1993, p.253.

20 Yajurveda Sambhita. 25.19.
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creates a peaceful atmosphere in every religious ceremony of the
Hindus.?!

This mantra also chants at the time of new house building, going to
a new place, good health for starting a new business etc.

This swastik mantra is also chanted at the time of the birth of a new
child and it is believed that the new born son lives in good health with
many other auspicious qualities by chanting this welfare swastik
mantra. The people chant this mantra in performing their sixteen rituals

(V131 &R also.2?

The social unityness in Vedic Religion

In Vedic Religion social unityness is found in many places of the
Vedas. In Rigveda Samhita, the Samjnana Sukta describes the
unityness of human beings. The devotee prays to God who is the
master of this Universe to inspire human beings with lovely attitudes.
The Lord instructs all should be united for common desires, common
ambition, and common thinking. The Veda says:

o . 3 . E" a}[ XN
4T VT FT g4 FESAT 9/ /2

The morality in Vedic Religion

Vedic Religion defines the morality of human beings in many ways
and it expresses the moral feelings of human life through some hymns.
What should be done and what should not be done is the main moral
idea.

“Hed 98 ¥ = WA J9a” .24

21 Tiwari, Shasi. Vedic Religion: Central Aspects. Vaidika Vag Jyotih. Vol.4. No.7, July,
2016. pp.138-147.

22 Swastik Mantra. Wikipedia.hu.m.wikipedia.org.

23 Chaubey, Braj Bihari. Telanga and Cgaubeys New Vedic Selection. Bhartiya Vidya
Prskashan, Varanasi, p.227.
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Always speak the truth and obey the rules of religion and should
not leave the study. These are the moral thinkings of the vedic seers.

Satyam (truth) is described as another moral quality of the Veda
and which is essential for duties and human beings. This earth is
existed by Satyam and Ritam.

b Lvha¥ bt hn S Y
HAA I el §cd= qud T4: /
T T aTfed T G Trsa,/ /25
Conclusion

Lastly, we can conclude that, Vedic Religion is a permanent and as
well as Universal Religion for all. It works for the welfare of all human
beings. It mentions the many vedic rituals which are able to sanctify the
activities and circumstances of human lives. The Vedic Seers were very
geniuses who knew the real necessities of the people. So they took
many attempts to change the mental attitudes of the man through many
ideal hymns for welfare. The Vedas and Upanishads are the core
knowledge and like the jewel of human society and man should follow
it perfectly for complete development of human birth.
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VEDIC LITERATURE
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Abstract

The Vedas embody the earliest expression of man. They are the
sourcebook of Indian culture. The ancient people believed that nature is
an extraordinary matter and they began to pray to those controlling
powers through beautiful lyrics, which later on came to be known as
Vedic hymns. They treat themselves as part of nature. The Aranyasukta
the Osadhisukta and the Bhumisukta highlight the necessity of nature
preservation. Vedic people believed that the Universe is constituted of
five basic elements, i.e, the earth (Prthivi) the water (Ap), the fire
(Tejah), the air (Vayuh) and the ether (Akasah). The five elements
with which the body and the universe are built should be kept
unaffected by calamities and disturbances. So, the Vedic seers had
shown utmost care in keeping the purity of the five gross elements.
There are several hymns in Vedic treatises in praise of the five gross
elements. One of the five basic elements, Water, the universal solvent
plays a cosmic role in the sustenance of life. People from very ancient
times were aware of its importance. The role of water in the
maintenance of health was known to all civilizations. Here is an
attempt to describe the importance and preservation of water reflected
in the Vedic literature.

Key words- hymns, apah, medicinal value, preservation.

The Vedas embody the earliest expression of man. They are the
sourcebook of Indian culture. The four Vedas contain various hymns
on various topics pertaining to different strata of people. The ancient
people believed that nature is an extraordinary matter and showed
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respect for the environment in which they live. They began to pray to
those controlling powers through beautiful lyrics, which later on came
to be known as Vedic hymns. They think that it was the grace of
nature-God that his basic needs were fulfilled and therefore he
expressed his indebtedness toward nature. He treats himself as part of
nature. The Aranyasukta (RV. 8.8.8/10.145) the Osadhisukta (RV.
8.5.8/ 10.97) and the Bhumisukta (AV.11.1.3) highlight the necessity
of nature preservation.

Vedic people believed that the Universe is constituted of five basic
elements, i.e, the earth (Prthivi) the water (Ap), the fire (Tejah), the air
(Vayuh) and the ether (Akasah). The five elements with which the
body and the universe are built should be kept unaffected by calamities
and disturbances. The purity of the five elements must be preserved at
any cost for a healthy way of life. So, the Vedic seers had shown
utmost care in keeping the purity of the five gross elements. There are
several hymns in Vedic treatises in praise of the five gross elements.
The preservation and purification of five elements result in the
cleanliness of nature. Here is an attempt to describe the importance and
preservation of water reflected in the Vedic literature.

IMPORTANCE OF WATER

Water, the universal solvent plays a cosmic role in the sustenance
of life. People from very ancient times were aware of its importance.
The role of water in the maintenance of health was known to all
civilizations. One of the epithets for water in Sanskrit is Jeevanam (that
which gives life) and the other is amrutham (nector) which again
conveys almost the same sense. Another hymn says that water contains
nectar, all medical properties, and the auspicious fire that gives
prosperity to the universe-

NI, ST, ST STRARHET 393 aTiot: |
g A AL STeEarataaTte e, 31 = Rehyd enee fraisst: 1°

¢ Rigveda(RV), 1.23.19-20
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The word Apah (3T9:) is mentioned more than 500 times in the
Vedic passages. When Kalidasa said in the very opening verse of his

Sakuntala 31 GE FEUET, he had the support of Vedic passages like:
TN AT, T ST e ok =12
TR Tl T S 3 SISl €1 6 S|

Who can ever say when the water first set flowing, wonder one hymn?
Fedl ST FUGd T TR ATHA Tl T
3E: G Fliel p: 19 Al o srem: & i

PURITY OF WATER

The medical and purification aspects of water have been praised in
the Rgveda Sambhita in several instances. The following hymns seen in
the 10th Mandala of Rgveda are some examples. Here water is
considered a medicine and a vital principle. (10.9.1-8).

YT R8T TENEE St QA HE TN 98

Since, waters, you are the sources of happiness, grant us the enjoy
abundance and great and delightful perception. Here indicates
happiness both in this world and the next.

q TRZETH! TH TSTEAE A: JFARS AT ||

Give us to partake in this world of your most auspicious juice, like
affectionate mothers.

T SFHHAT T | 9 S =44 |

Let us quickly have recourse to you for that your faculty of
removing sin by which you gladden us. Waters bestow upon us

progeny.

R Satapathabrahmana, VII.4.1.6
3 Satapathabrahmana, VI. 8.2.3.4
¥ RVIL30.1
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A ARSI Wawg Uiaqd 31 FRATEE A: |l
May the divine water be propitious to our worship, may they be

good for our drinking, may they flow around us be our health and
safety.

AV ° . = oA
SRNETETIT ST 2TSUTT STaT A= s |
Waters, sovereigns of precious treasures, granters of habitation to
men, [ solicit your medicine for my infirmities.

{og W G TGl S| 3ifie fsmigam) emmast femiest: |
God Soma has declared to me, all medicaments as well as Agni, the
benefactor of the universe are in the waters

T guiicl Wit S HH | i gaeeal |
Waters, bring to perfection all disease dispelling medicaments for
the good of my body that I may long behold the sun.

IHIY: Tged dfchd gRd A | TEEARTEaE Jg 29 Sl
Waters, take away whatever sin has been found in me, whether I

have knowingly done wrong or have pronounced imprecations against
holy men or have spoken untruth.

Y 8T I STl ST =re: |
T T AT HUew] HEeT || Y
Water verily is medicinal, waters are the dissipaters of disease,

waters are the medicines for everything and may they act as medicines
to you.

The relationship between water and human beings has been
portrayed as the one existing between a mother and her offspring.

AT ST | GRAHGAT T3¢ 1| &

% RV 10.137.6
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Brahnmanas also discuss the medicinal value of water. We can see
references in Kausitakibrahnmana (1.2.2), Aitareyabrahmana (8.20),
Gopathabrahmana (2.1.25) and Taittiriyaranyaka (1.26.5-7).

The Chandogyopanishad gives prominence to water and says that
water verily is greater than food; therefore when there is not sufficient
rain, living creatures will be unhappy with the thought that food will
become scarce. But when there is a good rain, living creatures will
rejoice in the thought that food will become abundant. It is just water
that assumes different forms of this earth-

TS Ggied Wafd ST T STl FHeral Wit 1
o o o . o o ey LN o
e afd TefweA: e Wacdel 98 WISSIdiid | 3119 TaHT Jar 39 giaet| v
Whenever it rains anywhere, then there is an abundance of food. So
food for eating is produced from the water alone -

AT T = Tu(d ded RgHE Wald | o W desed SEd | ¢
Taittiriyaranyaka advises that one should not excrete or urinate in
water one should not spit or take bath without any clothes on the body.

e Y Fad, A e = fereen s

Here we can see that they take much caution against the pollution
of water and may be taking caution against various contagious diseases
that may spread through water.

SOURCES OF WATER

According to Rgveda life on this planet evolved from water, it is
acknowledged as the basic need of all living creatures in this Universe.
Hymn two of Sukta 49 of 7" Mandala of Rgveda describes different
kinds of water sources. According to the hymn, water sources are
classified into five groups.

RV 1.23.16
Chandogyopanisad (7.10.1)
Ibid 6.2.3.4

S o (< om

Taittiriyaranyaka, 1.265.71

~118 ~



IMPORTANCE OF WATER REFLECTED IN VEDIC LITERATURE

Divya fga [that are got from the sky, i.e. from rain, Sravanthi-
e@fed [that are produced from springs], Khanimitra @™ [that are
made by digging earth like well and ponds], Svyanjah &Isil: - [that

are born naturally like lakes and seas] Samudrartha Flﬁﬂ?ﬁ [that flows
and join the seas which are rivers].

1 T4 = I a1 E\ated

@IAHET: I a1 41 & |

Hﬁi{l%ﬁ: BRI CEATS|

YT AIRE AHE= I *°

Ancient people did not regard rivers merely as a flowing mass of

water but regarded them as life-bestowing and themselves pulsating
with life. Sukta 75 in the 10 Mandala of Rigveda describes rivers.

Many rivers are mentioned there by name with their characteristics. It
is said that some rivers are Pravatas [that flow through slanted areas],

some as Nivatas [that flow through low lands], and some Udvatas [that
flow through upper parts like the tops of hills and mountains]. This
shows that the Rigvedic seers had some geographical concepts
regarding the nature of rivers. Rivers like Saraswathi, Ganga, Yamuna,
Brahmaputra, Narmada, Godavari, and Kaveri have been regarded as
holy in as much as a dip in them is supposed to remove all sins. They
requested Goddess River to keep them safe from harm; they invoke
them to give fame and renown. The water Goddesses bear off all
defilement. They are granters of boons and givers of protection. People

prayed for cattle, food, corn, and long life.*?

Nowadays water pollution is a major problem. The man realized
that without water and air he has no existence in the world. In this
context, it will be interesting to trace back the importance of water
reflected in Vedic texts. Ancient people extolled water with high
reverence and had awareness regarding the medical importance of

o RV 7.49.2
22 RV 1.140.13
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water, the necessity of keeping it pure, and also understood its close
relationship with human life, and their approach and feelings towards
water have been much positive and constructive.

Dr. Anitha Kallyadan

Associate Professor and HOD,

Dept. of Sanskrit, Govt. Brennen College,
Dharmadam, Thalassery, Kannur, Kerala 670106

~120 ~



Vol. - 37 Veda-Vidya
January - June 2021 ISSN-2230-8962
UGC 'CARE ! list Ind. Lang. SI1.No. 97

POETIC BEAUTY AS REVEALED IN THE HYMNS OF
THE ATHARVAVEDA

Dr. Sipra Roy
The Vedic literature is vast. It Consists of the Veda, the Brahmana, the
Aranyaka and the Upanisad. The Vedic seers have dealt with a large
number of subjects in a variety of ways in the Vedic literature. Though
the Vedic hymns are based on sacrificial rites, yet they are full of poetic
beauty. The Vedic hymns which the Vedic seers had composed contain
rhetoric, metres and rasas of great poetic beauty.

The Vedic hymns have an important role as poetry and many
humns of the Rgveda are highly accepted as examples of beautiful
poems. The thought of the Vedic seers find expression in the hymns.
The poetic excellence of the seers can be seen especially in the hymns,
such as Usasiukta, Ratrisiikta, Mandikyasiikta, Aranyanisiikta etc. The
beauties of poetic expressions of the seers are found in the Atharvaveda
also, as in the Rgveda. Especially this can be seen the Bhiimistukta. Of
course, many magic spells such as Abhicara, Vasikarana, Ucatana,
Marana etc are also found in the Atharvaveda. Inspite of these the seers
have shown their power of composing beautiful poems in a simple
manner with the help of very common elements.

Like the hymns of the Rgveda the hymns of the Atharvaveda are
also rhythmic poems. Virat metre and alliterations can be found the
following verse —

13 FIAISNT T 9 g s garg)
Rral &iarag A [T I

2. AV, RRR.R.QY
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One can find poetic beauties in these hymns. The hymns of
Atharvaveda are example of poetic excellence and simple but straight
forward means of expressions. The Vedic seer says that -

: Iq“i_ I'_-'I _'_-'ﬂ(‘r\/Q

That is, the poems composed by Gods do not die nor do they
wither. The Bhumistkta of the Atharvaveda is a fine example of poetic
beauty. One example of hymns reads something like this; the earth
sustains the children and tolerates their pranks and wantonness. She is
beautiful with trees and plants and flowers. This hymn is imbued with
poetic feeling and is intended to be a prayer and praise to God. In this
hymn the earth has imagined as young and healthy mother. The earth
described mother goddess who full beauty and prosperity. The
Bhiimisiikta the most charming siikta the Atharvaveda. The seer the
Bhiumistikta is ancient Atharva. It contains 63 hymns. One can find
variety metres.

This siikta is example of the spontaneous poetic power of Vedic
seer. These earth much faceted entity. She is powerful. She is the
storehouse medicinal plants. She is full of rivers, seas, crops, trees and
flowers. Sukumari Bhattacharjee says in her book, in those days-

The quest for an abstract principle creating and sustaining universe
began in this period blending of ideas, of possibly, assimilating pre-
Aryan ideas current among the indigenous people. These ideas
naturally resurse the Atharvaveda imbuing the poetry with a new
orientation- of seeking to delve the deepest mysteries, also shedding
beauty to these new quests. The Atharvaveda poetry thus has a new
element beauty entirely of its own. (p. 61)

The seers the Vedas naturally could not avoid the attraction of
nature. It can be said that the Veda is the oldest poetry in the world.
The earth, the forests, the hills, the cloud, rain and the rays of the

TUAV, 20.8RRR

~122 ~



IMPORTANCE OF WATER REFLECTED IN VEDIC LITERATURE

morning Sun all these appear again and again in the Vedic literature. It
is said about this Sukta —

"This hymn is one of the most attractive and characteristic of
Atharvan, rising at time poetic conception of no mean merit and
comparatively free from the stock artificialities of the Vedic poets. The
relation of the real, visible earth to man, animals and plants

preponderates over the remoter mythological and mystic conceptions.”

The Rgveda does not contain any separate Earth hymns. The beauty
of earth comes out when it is connected with 'Dauspita’. The Vedie
seer, Atharvan has depicted earth as a wonderful entity and he has
expressed it in sixty three verses. At first, he has written —

Tl JEEayd den al St a0 JrE TRt |
1 Al Ve HIe qe Ak gt |: Fumg i

"Truth, greatness, universal order (rita), strength, consecration,
creative fervour (tapas), spiritual exaltation (brahma), the sacrifice,
support earth. May this earth, the mistress of that which was and shall

be, prepare for us a broad domain”® And he has written again —

TS THA AFA TE1 35 Tad: T4 Tg|
TN ST Rt gRET A g e | 0

"The earth that has heights and slopes, and great plains, that
supports the plants. Of manifold virtue, free from the pressure that
comes from the midst of men, she shall spread out for us, and fit herself
for us!"

Atharvan, the seer has written hymns after hymns in a simple
manner with poetic beauty. In this slikta, the spontaneous beauty of the

* . The Sacred Books of the East, vol, XLII, P. 639
¥UAV.,2R.2.8.%
% . The Sacred Books of the East, vol, XLII, P. 199

LAV, 2R.2.8
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Vedie seers can be discerned. The poet has sought shelter in mother
earth as a child. The Vedic seer experiences the taste of beauty in all
the elements of the earth. Atharva has prayed to God, who showers
honey for his words to be honey sweet and beautiful.

N T @ gEal JHe am 'y giify Al me)
Has said in the final hymn of this sukta —

‘13‘:\[ ]:"?_":"\ a.'l.\g H o |
wifaqr faan #a Bt | 9 e
"O mother earth, kindly set me down upon a well founded place!

With (father) heaven co-operating, O thou wise one, do thou place me
into happiness and prosperity!"

According to the poet in the Atharvaveda this earth is full of
variety, is benefactory. This earth is a wonderful place according to
Atharva, the seer. She is wide, great, the provider of happiness to the
world. She is the distributor of Ghrta. She has described the earth
bedecked with natural beauties in simple verses and in prayers. The
poem is really in comparable in its strength, expression & simple
lyrical power.

Kala is a special principle in the creative theory of the
Atharvaveda. Kala is the progenitor of the creation, the controller of the
creation and it is the object of tapasya, Kala is be all and end all. The
main style of the Kala stkta is mainly poetic in nature and the Vedie
seer has expressed philosophical truth metaphorically. The Vedie seer
has described Kala in the following manner -

AN NI SN

N o SATd dg i Jiisa)
\gag:i_‘i\a_[r\ [\ :r\l "'{

®L AV, 2R.8.8. 28
CLAV, RR2R.E3
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The Kalasiikta is famous in poetic excellence. The spiritual idea of
Kala has been depicted as something which is invisible, creative and is
the eternal entity which holds the entire universe.

Sammansa hymn wants everything to be united. The Vedic seer has
uttered, in order to unit the whole family, -

. 5 O e N 0O\ a’:l
I IR &9 T ST
e fq: g A Hag gue: |
ST 9 AYAT a1 Fed Ffeaard
HT ST ST, &A1 S @49l

T Fedl Yl 9T dad Weari *

In the Atharvaveda along with hymns about longevity, nutrition
and magic spells, there are also some hymns which are rich in thought
and beauty.

Most of the hymns of the Atharvaveda contain magical spells.
Therefore they lack poetical quality. But in some cases, poetic beauty
has been created when it describes how to placate the angry women,
how to destroy the enemy or the reactions to the wardrums. The
magical spells concerning love also shows the some quality. The
jelonsy of the co-wife has been described in a doleful tone which shows
poetic beauty.

The Vedic seer, when he pleads for peace, has written:

BTl 2t JTAT S TeiHE e SaRE |

| =
T G-I FTecll A: FecdHEq: |

SLAV, RECR
LAV, ERMR-]
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i+ YT e AT 316 FAHad, |
et ¥ & Wi A FaHE T A 1 ¢
Here also the poetic beauty can be seen. The poetic expression of
scientific truth in the Bristisiikta fills one with wonder. The natural poet
of the Atharvaveda has depicted the joy in a poetic frame in a beautiful

manner with simple words. Poetic beauty is also seen when the poet
describes the passions of the newly wed couples.

The above discussion clearly points the poetic beauty the
Atharvaveda. The Rsis are the seers of the unique truth which they
have expressed in a simple but beautiful way.

Dr. Sipra Roy
Associate Professor
Department of Sanskrit
Tripura University
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